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Your  Trust 


by  President  David  0.  McKay 


O  Timothy,  keep  that  which  is  committed  to 
thy  trust,  avoiding  profane  and  vain  babblings,  and 
oppositions  of  science  falsely  so  called: 

Which  some  professing  have  erred  concerning  the 
faith.  .  .  . 

—I  Timothy  6:20-21. 

Every  man  and  every  woman  is  given  a  trust  to 
be  kept.  "To  be  trusted  is  a  greater  compliment 
than  to  be  loved." 

It  is  not  alone  in  commando  raids  or  on  the  field 
of  battle  that  courage  may  be  manifested.  It  is 
needed  in  the  day-by-day  battle  of  life.  Not  physical 
courage  only,  but  moral  courage. 

Pages  of  history  glitter  with  the  accounts  of  loyal 
men  who,  in  the  face  of  difficulties  and  even  death, 
have  "kept  that  which  was  committed  to  their  trust" 
— Daniel  before  the  godless  rulers  of  Babylon,  Joseph 
of  Egypt  tempted  by  the  wiles  of  Potiphar's  wife, 
Peter  and  John  before  the  Sanhedrin,  Paul  in  chains 
before  King  Agrippa,  Joseph  Smith  imprisoned,  si- 
lencing  the   blasphemous    guards — these   and    ten 

(For  Course  9,  lessons  of  July  2  and  August  6,  "A  Leader  Is 
Against  Evil"  and  "A  Leader  Perseveres  in  Doing  Right";  for 
Course  13,  lessons  of  July  16  and  23,  "Detours"  and  "Testimony"; 
for  Course  15,  lesson  of  August  13,  "Moroni  vs.  Zarahemnah" ;  for 
Course  19,  lesson  of  August  20,  "Practical  Religion — Spirituality"; 
for  Course  25,  lessons  of  July  9  and  August  20,  "Free  Agency  and 
Choice"  and  "Priorities  and  Emphases";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lessons  25  and  29;  and  of  general  interest.) 


thousand  other  leaders  of  mankind  illustrate  the 
stamina  required  to  keep  the  treasures  "committed 
to  our  trust." 

FIVE  TRUSTS  COMMITTED  TO  YOUTH 

True  to  Our  Heritage  and  Ourselves 

Most  of  the  precious  gifts  entrusted  to  our  care 
are  given  to  us  without  our  effort,  sometimes  with- 
out merit  on  our  part.  Life  itself  is  a  gift,  so  also  is 
a  strong  body,  a  normal  mind.  Health  is  wealth. 
Some  men  and  women  squander  it  foolishly,  as  did 
the  Prodigal  Son  in  the  parable. 

A  clear  mind  is  fostered  by  a  sound  body.  Health 
in  the  body  and  peace  in  the  mind  make  for  happi- 
ness. We  condemn  a  person  as  a  foolish  horseman 
who  would  whip  and  jerk  a  purebred,  nervous  mount. 
We  consider  him  either  ignorant  or  vicious  who 
would  attempt  to  ruin  a  choice  animal.  And  so  is  he 
who  would  likewise  abuse  his  youthful  nerves  with 
stimulants  or  blight  his  conscience  with  secret,  sinful 
acts. 

Strength  and  ability  are  given  to  each  as  a  sacred 

trust! 

Young  men  and  young  women  sometimes  yield 
(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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KEEPING   YOUR  TRUST  (Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


to  indulgence  for  the  sake  of  popularity.  Those  who 
persistently  bid  for  popularity  at  the  expense  of 
health  and  character  are  foolish  persons.  Indeed, 
men  who  yield  to  temptation  to  seek  popularity 
among  friends  lose  the  very  thing  they  desire,  while 
others  who  maintain  their  standards  win  respect. 

A  Good  Name  and  True  to  Family 

Another  trust  that  comes  to  us  through  no  effort 
of  ours  is  a  good  name.  To  keep  unsullied  and  un- 
stained an  inherited  good  name  is  the  greatest  re- 
sponsibility of  youth. 

One  of  the  most  commendable  admonitions  which 
has  been  given  to  youth  is  this:  "Keep  good  the 
name  that  has  been  committed  to  thy  trust."  I 
would  that  every  youth  throughout  the  land  might 
sense  the  responsibility  of  sonship.  The  following, 
slightly  paraphrased,  expresses  this  thought: 

You  ought  to  be  true  for  the  sake  of  the  folks 

Who  believe  you  are  true. 

You  never  should  stoop  to  a  deed  that  your  folks 

Think  you  wouldn't  do. 

If  you're  false  to  yourself,  be  the  blemish  but  small, 

You  have  injured  your  folks; 

You've  been  false  to  them  all. 

True  to  the  Church  and  Its  Reputation 

The  third  obligation  committed  to  our  care  and 
keeping  is  the  good  reputation  of  the  Church.  A 
Church  member  cannot  commit  an  overt  act  with- 
out to  a  degree  casting  reflection  upon  the  entire 
membership.  The  church  that  will  survive  in  this 
world  is  the  church  that  produces  the  noblest  men 
and  the  sweetest,  truest  women. 

We  are  all  recipients  of  the  benefactions  of  the 
Church.  The  Church  has  helped  us.  It  is  our  re- 
sponsibility to  help  the  Church.  All  the  Church  asks 
of  us  in  return  is  that  we  have  manhood  and  wom- 
anhood sufficient  to  uphold  in  the  midst  of  opposi- 
tion the  standards  of  the  Church.  Those  standards 
are  summarized  beautifully  in  the  Thirteenth  Article 
of  Faith: 

We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevo- 
lent, virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men;  indeed, 
we  may  say  that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul — 
We  believe  all  things,  we  hope  all  things,  we  have 
endured  many  things,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  endure 
all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely,  or  of 
good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these 
things. 

True  to  Country  as  a  Citizen 

By  inheritance  we  enjoy  liberty  vouchsafed  by 
the  Constitution  to  speak,  to  work,  to  study,  to  pray 
as  we  wish,  so  long  as  we  do  not  deprive  others  of 
the  same  privileges. 


To  be  able  to  say,  "I  am  an  American,"  is  to 
admit  to  the  possession  of  a  sacred  trust.  Some  of 
you  have  been  abroad;  if  so,  you  have  undoubtedly 
experienced  the  joy  of  coming  upon  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  waving  in  the  breeze,  possibly  on  the  mast  of 
a  ship  in  the  harbor.  It  gave  you  a  thrill  to  be  able 
to  say,  "That  is  my  flag!" 

He  who  can  say,  "I  am  an  American,"  thrills  with 
a  pride  such  as  freeborn  Romans  felt,  and  such  as 
Paul  felt  when,  about  to  be  scourged,  he  asked: 
"Is  it  lawful  for  you  to  scourge  a  man  who  is  a 
Roman,  and  uncondemned?" 

"Art  thou  a  Roman?"  he  was  asked  by  the  man 
who  was  about  to  wield  the  lash.  "With  a  great  sum 
obtained  I  this  freedom." 

Paul  replied:  "But  I  was  free  born."  (Acts  22: 
25-28.) 

I  have  always  imagined  that  Paul  stood  up  with 
great  satisfaction  when  he  made  that  declaration. 

There  are  some  who  would  dissuade  you  from 
being  true  to  the  trust  of  real  Americanism.  I  ad- 
monish you  to  guard  this  trust  carefully;  it  is  a 
sacred  one. 

True  to  God  and  Your  Faith 

The  fifth  trust  is  a  gift  from  God,  yet  something 
which  is  given  you  only  through  your  own  seeking 
and  righteous  living.  It  is  a  confidence,  an  assur- 
ance in  the  divinity  of  Christ. 

In  the  story  of  Job  we  have  the  account  of  a 
man  upon  whom  the  Lord  had  bestowed  every  de- 
sirable blessing.  He  possessed  a  lovely  home;  worthy 
sons  and  daughters;  broad,  tillable  acres  of  land; 
herds  of  cattle  and  many  servants  to  tend  them. 
Worldly  wealth  was  at  his  command.  He  had  many 
friends  and  a  worthy  reputation.  He  was  honored 
of  men  and  favored  by  God. 

Then,  suddenly,  all  these  things  were  swept  from 
him.  By  death  and  fire,  by  marauding  Sabeans  and 
Chaldeans,  he  lost  his  herds  and  his  servants.  A  great 
hurricane  destroyed  his  sons  and  his  daughters.  He 
himself  was  stricken  with  a  loathsome  disease,  so 
loathsome  that  he  would  withdraw  himself  from  hu- 
man beings.  He  was  even  deprived  of  the  comfort 
of  his  wife  who  told  him  to  "curse  God  and  die." 

Job  had  one  possession,  however,  which  neither 
thieves,  nor  fire,  nor  tempests,  nor  death  itself  could 
take  from  him.  That  was  his  testimony  of  the  living 
God.  In  the  midst  of  his  affliction,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  his  would-be  "comforters,"  he  cried:  "For  I 
know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  shall 
stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth: 

(Concluded  on  page  216.) 
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THE  TIME  BUDGET 

by  Elder  Sterling  W.  Sill 
Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


A  few  years  ago  a  distinguished  Chinese  gentle- 
man visiting  the  United  States  was  shown  through 
the  new  home  of  a  wealthy  American.  He  was  very 
interested  in  what  he  saw  and  listened  attentively 
as  the  many  labor-saving  devices  were  explained  to 
him.  He  was  told  about  the  great  saving  in  time 
that  each  one  made  possible.  After  the  tour  was 
over,  the  guest  said  to  his  host:  "And  what  do  you 
do  with  all  of  this  time  that  you  save?" 

A  challenging  question!    What  do  we  do  with 


(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  July  23,  "A  Leader  Seeks  the  King- 
dom of  God";  for  Course  13,  lessons  of  July  16  and  August  6,  "De- 
tours" and  "Responsibility";  for  Course  19,  lesson  of  August  20, 
"Practical  Religion — Spirituality";  for  Course  25,  lessons  of  July  9 
and  August  20,  "Free  Agency  and  Choice"  and  "Priorities  and 
Emphases";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  August  13,  "Daily  Work";  for 
Course  29,  lesson  of  July  23,  "Road  to  Salvation  and  Exaltation";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lesson  25;   and  of  general  interest.) 


the  time  we  save?    How  much  is  used  effectively 
and  how  much  is  wasted? 

Our  greatest  single  human  resource  is  time.  It 
makes  up  the  largest  part  of  our  life's  estate.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  said,  "Dost  thou  love  life?  then  do 
not  squander  time,  for  that  is  the  stuff  life  is  made 
of." 

Everyone  is  short  of  time.  There  is  only  one 
way  to  have  enough  time,  and  that  is  to  make  the 
best  use  of  each  hour.  Pitman  said  that  well-arranged 
time  is  the  surest  mark  of  a  well-arranged  mind. 
And  it  is  probable  that  the  best  way  to  improve  the 
quality  of  our  success  in  life  is  to  effectively  budget 
our  time. 

A  good  time  budget  can  help  us  invest  our  time 
effectively,  which  is  a  more  valuable  skill  than  learn- 
ing to  invest  our  money  effectively.  And  the  loss 
of  time  is  more  serious  than  the  loss  of  money,  as 
there  is  less  chance  of  recovery.  Lost  wealth  may 
be  replaced  by  industry,  said  Lydia  H.  Sigorney,  lost 
knowledge  by  study,  lost  health  by  temperance  or 
medicine;  but  lost  time  is  gone  forever. 

The  wise  Solomon  once  made  an  important 
speech  about  the  time  budget.    He  said: 

To  every  thing  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to 
every  purpose  under  heaven:  A  time  to  be  born,  and 
a  time  to  die;  a  time  to  plant,  and  a  time  to  pluck 
up  that  which  is  planted.   (Ecclesiastes  3:1,  2.) 

Our  life  purposes  fail  most  frequently  because  we 
let  things  creep  into  our  time  budget  that  should 
have  been  left  out.  We  should  give  up  our  time 
only  as  we  give  up  our  gold:  when  we  get  something 
worthwhile  in  return. 

There  are  some  interesting  ways  of  saving  time. 
One  is  by  thorough  planning.  It  has  been  said  that 
planning  is  the  place  where  man  shows  himself  most 
like  God.  No  one  is  more  God-like  than  the  planner 
— he  is  the  one  who  thinks,  organizes,  allocates, 
executes,  and  revises.  He  is  the  one  who  builds  the 
roadway  to  accomplishment.  We  also  can  save  time 
by  making  firm  decisions  so  that  we  are  not  always 
re-deciding  questions.  Sometimes  we  can  save  time 
by  doing  two  things  at  once:  we  can  study  while 
traveling,  memorize  while  walking,  think  while 
resting  physically. 

We  can  save  time  by  allowing  no  exceptions  to 
righteousness,  by  allotting  no  time  for  those  things 
that  will  have  to  be  repented  of  later.  One  of  our 
problems  is  that  we  live  in  an  age  when  there  are  so 
many  interesting  things  to  divert  our  attention  from 
the  most  worthwhile  things.  It  is  important  that  we 
are  successful  in  our  occupations,  our  social  relation- 
ships, and  in  our  homes.   But  we  should  remember 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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THE  TIME   BUDGET     (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


that  the  greatest  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life.  Some- 
one has  put  this  idea  into  verse: 

No  time  for  God? 

What  fools  we  are  to  clutter  up  our 

lives  with  common  things, 
And  leave  without  the  Lord  of  life, 

and  life  itself. 

No  time  for  God? 

As  well  to  say  no  time  to  eat, 

to  sleep,  to  live,  to  die.  .  .  . 
Take  time  for  God, 
Or  poor  misshapen  thing  you'll  be 
To  step  into  eternity  and  say  to  him, 
I  had  no  time  for  thee* 

— Norman  L.  Trott. 

The  purpose  of  life  is  not  just  to  live  long,  but 
to  live  well.  As  one  of  Shakespeare's  characters  said, 

*  Source  unknown. 


"I  wasted  time,  and  now  doth  time  waste  me."  If 
we  cut  God  out  of  the  budget  in  our  youth,  we  may 
not  be  able  to  get  Him  back  in  later. 

Life  asks  us  to  make  our  own  allocation  between 
material  and  spiritual  considerations,  and  we  can't 
kill  time  without  seriously  injuring  eternity.  Some- 
one has  pointed  out  that  we  never  lose  our  eternal 
lives  by  a  blowout;  but  always  by  a  series  of  slow 
leaks.  A  little  ignorance,  a  little  disobedience,  a  little 
sloth,  a  little  procrastination,  and  without  even  real- 
izing it,  we  can  lose  our  eternal  lives.  One  of  the 
biggest  problems  involved  in  either  a  financial  bud- 
get or  a  time  budget  is  that  so  much  of  both  are 
lost,  wasted,  misspent.  The  last  words  spoken  by 
the  first  Queen  Elizabeth  were: 

All  of  my  possessions  for  a  moment  of  time! 
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KEEPING   YOUR  TRUST      (Concluded  from  page  214.) 

"And  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this 
body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God: 

"Whom  I  shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine  eyes 
shall  behold,  and  not  another,  though  my  reins  be 
consumed  within  me."  (Job  19:25-27.) 

Such  a  testimony  is  the  greatest  gift  of  life.  It 
is  found  not  in  slothfulness,  but  in  industry;  not  in 
dishonesty,  but  in  fair  dealing;  not  in  indulgence, 
but  in  self-mastery;  not  in  drunkenness,  but  in  tem- 
perance; not  in  debauchery,  but  in  chastity;  not  in 
hatred,  but  in  love;  not  in  doubts  and  fears,  but  in 
faith.  It  is  found  in  the  promise  of  Jesus — "If  any 
man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine, 
whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself." 
(John  7:17.) 

An  assurance  that  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel  will  bring  peace  and  happiness 
to  a  stricken  world,  that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 


has  been  restored  to  earth  in  all  its  fullness,  is  to  be 
treasured  as  the  "pearl  of  great  price." 

I  have  enumerated  but  a  few  of  the  trusts  that 
have  been  given  to  the  youth  of  our  Church — the 
gift  of  health,  the  value  of  a  good  name,  the  bless- 
ings and  opportunities  from  the  Church,  privileges  of 
a  most  glorious  country,  and,  finally,  ways,  means 
and  opportunities  to  obtain  a  testimony  of  the  ex- 
istence of  God,  of  the  divine  mission  of  His  beloved 
Son,  and  of  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

With  all  these  gifts  and  responsibilities  placed  in 
our  safekeeping,  may  we  paraphrase  the  admonition 
of  Paul— 

O  Youth,  keep  that  which  is  committed  to  thy 
trust! 
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NEXT  MONTH  IN  YOUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


A  Capsule  Guide  of  July  Lessons  for  Home  Teachers  and  Parents 


A  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE  (Course  1;  age  3) 

To  learn  to  pray  is  to  open  the  door  to  great  bless- 
ings. Using  the  special  words  of  prayer,  little 
children  can  talk  to  their  Heavenly  Father  by  them- 
selves or  with  other  people.  Throughout  the  July 
lessons,  prayer  will  become  more  meaningful. 

Beginnings  of  Religious  Praise  (Course  la;  age  4) 

Famous  leaders  will  become  more  real  to  children 
of  this  course  in  July.  There  will  be  stories  of  lead- 
ers such  as  Moses,  President  David  O.  McKay  and 
Thomas  E.  McKay  when  they  were  children.  Stu- 
dents will  hear  how  these  individuals  reacted  to 
childhood  situations  and  how  their  actions  helped 
them  become  great  leaders. 

Growing  in  the  Gospel,  Part  II  (Course  3;  ages  5,  6) 

Why  should  we  pray?  Why  should  we  keep  the  Sab- 
bath day  holy?  Why  should  we  pay  tithing?  Why 
should  we  be  reverent?  These  are  some  of  God's 
laws  that  children  can  learn  to  understand  and  obey 
and  thus  build  spirituality  in  their  lives. 

Living  Our  Religion  (Course  5;  ages  7, 8) 

Peacemakers  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God.  A 
child  who  is  at  peace  with  himself,  his  companions, 
and  his  surroundings  makes  the  world  better  and 
brighter  for  everyone. 

History  of  the  Church  for  Children 

(Course  7;  ages  9,  10) 

Is  it  really  important  to  learn  to  live  a  well-balanced 
life  and  to  seek  after  those  things  which  are  "virtu- 
ous, lovely,  or  of  good  report?"  This  question,  and 
related  ones,  will  be  answered  graphically  in  July 
lessons  which  relate  to  Pioneer  days. 

Scripture  Lessons  in  Leadership 

(Course  9;  ages  11,  12) 

Tracking  station.  Interceptor  missile.  Distant  Early 
Warning  System.  All  these  space-age  terms  have 
their  counterpart  in  the  way  our  bodies  fight  disease. 
They  also  have  their  counterparts  in  methods  we 
can  use  to  fight  evil. 

History  of  the  Restored  Church 

(Course  11;  ages  13,  14) 

Rules  of  conduct  for  students  at  early  Church 
schools  were  stern:  "Profanity  .  .  .  may  be  punished 
by  expulsion."  If  students  of  a  pioneer  college  were 


out  after  hours  they  were  ".  .  .  under  obligation  .  .  . 
to  report  the  following  day  to  the  president."  The 
pioneers  established  a  university  within  two  and  a 
half  years  after  their  arrival  in  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

Principles  of  the  Restored  Church 

(Course  13;  ages  15,  16) 

Detour,  shortcut,  or  wrong  trail.  How  can  we  tell 
the  difference?  What  kind  of  detours  do  we  find  on 
our  road  to  eternity?  Are  there  any  real  shortcuts? 
How  can  we  tell  which  shortcut  is  only  a  detour  and 
which  will  take  us  miles  in  the  opposite  direction 
from  our  intended  destination? 

Life  in  Ancient  America  (Course  15;  ages  17, 18) 

What  kind  of  impression  would  Ammon  have  made 
on  some  workers  today?  Would  some  modern  em- 
ployees be  willing  to  tell  their  employer  that  Am- 
mon had  saved  company  property  single-handed,  and 
then  stayed  overtime  to  do  some  extra  work?  Am- 
nion's employer,  the  king  of  the  land,  listened  while 
the  Nephite   missionary   taught   him    the   Gospel. 

The  Articles  of  Faith  (Course  19;  ages  19-22) 

How  many  persons  really  saw  Jesus  after  He  was 
resurrected?  Even  when  we  consider  only  those  visits 
of  the  resurrected  Christ  which  have  been  recorded, 
He  was  seen  by  more  persons  than  we  can  count. 

Gospel  Living  in  the  Home  (Course  25;  adults) 

Do  we  develop  spiritual  maturity  the  same  way  we 
gain  physical  maturity — more  or  less  automatically? 
Lessons  in  this  course  define  spirituality  as  "the 
power  to  communicate  with  and  the  will  to  follow 
divine  sources."  They  further  define  methods  to 
gain  spirituality. 

The  Gospel  in  Service  of  Man  (Course  27;  adults) 

Wouldn't  it  be  a  good  idea  to  have  God's  prophet 
as  head  of  the  civil  governments  on  the  earth?  Brig- 
ham  Young  was  both  prophet  of  God  and  governor 
of  the  Territory  of  Deseret  for  a  time.  July  lessons 
explore  the  Church  policy  on  separation  of  Church 
and  State. 

A  Marvelous  Work  and  A  Wonder 

(Course  29;  adults) 

Where  is  there  Bible  evidence  that  we  lived  as  indi- 
viduals before  we  came  to  earth?  Students  in  this 
class  in  July  will  discuss  the  thrilling  story  of  why 
we  came  to  earth  and  what  we  are  expected  to  do. 
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ON  THE  DAY 
OF  JUDGMENT 


* 


by  President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 
of  The  First  Presidency 


When  the  millennium  is  ushered  in,  the  earth  is 
to  pass  through  a  cleansing.  This  will  not  be  the 
final  cleansing  when  the  earth  shall  be  consumed 
and  pass  away  to  be  renewed  again  a  celestial  globe, 
but  it  will  be  the  end  of  unrighteousness.  All  who 
have  lived  the  telestial  law — that  is,  those  who  are 
unclean,  "they  who  are  liars,  and  sorcerers,  and 
adulterers,  and  whoremongers,  and  whosoever  loves 
and  makes  a  lie  .  .  .  they  who  suffer  the  wrath  of 
God  on  earth  .  .  .  [and]  the  vengeance  of  eternal 
fire"  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  76:103-105)  will  be 
swept  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  All  of  these  will  be 
cast  down  to  hell  where  they  will  remain  until  Christ 
shall  have  subdued  all  enemies  under  his  feet  and 
shall  have  perfected  His  work.  During  the  thousand 
years,  all  of  these  persons  will  be  in  this  torment  of 
mind,  having  ample  time  to  reflect  on  their  mis- 
deeds and  receive  training  in  obedience  to  law,  so 
that  they  may  be  prepared  to  come  forth  in  the 
resurrection  at  the  end  of  the  world. 

A  Punishment  of  Cleansing 

It  will  be  impossible  for  the  people  of  this  class 
to  remain  on  the  earth  during  the  millennium,  for 
they  would  be  as  much  out  of  their  element  as  a  fish 
out  of  water.  The  changed  condition  of  the  earth, 
which  will  be  a  terrestrial  order  during  this  thousand 
years,  will  be  suited  to  the  capacity  of  those  of  the 
terrestrial  world  as  well  as  those  who  have  kept  the 
celestial  law;  and  they  will  have  part  in  the  first 
resurrection. 

And  then  shall  the  heathen  nations  be  redeemed, 
and  they  that  knew  no  law  shall  have  part  in  the 

(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  July  2,  "A  Leader  Is  Against  Evil"; 
for  Course  13,  lesson  of  August  6,  "Responsibility";  for  Course  15, 
lesson  of  August  6,  "Corianton";  for  Course  19,  lesson  of  July  16, 
"Dispersion  and  Gathering  of  Israel — Zion,  Christ's  Reign  on  Earth"; 
for  Course  25,  lesson  of  August  13,  "Joy  Comes  Through  Obedience"; 
for  Course  27,  lesson  of  August  20,  "Completion  of  the  Plan";  for 
Course  29,  lessons  of  July  9  to  23,  "A  Voice  of  Warning,"  "His  Many 
Mansions,"  and  "Road  to  Salvation  and  Exaltation";  to  support 
family  home  evening  lesson  25;  and  of  general  interest.) 


first  resurrection;  and  it  shall  be  tolerable  for  them. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  45:54.) 

But  with  those  of  the  telestial  order,  this  will  not 
be  so.  These  are  they  who  are  as  stubble,  who  will 
be  consumed  when  Christ  comes,  according  to  the 
words  of  Malachi.  (See  Malachi  4:1.)  It  is  of  this 
class  the  Lord  speaks  in  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
29:9-11. 

It  must  be  an  awful  punishment — that"  which  will 
be  meted  out  to  the  inhabitants  who  will  be  cast 
into  hell  for  a  thousand  years.  They  will  know  that 
Christ  has  come  and  that  on  the  earth  He  reigns  in 
peace  and  righteousness.  They  will  realize  that  those 
who  have  lived  and  died  and  who  are  worthy  have 
received  the  resurrection,  and  all  the  people  of  the 
earth  are  happy  and  filled  with  joy  because  they 
are  guided  by  their  King.  They  will  know  that  they 
have  lost  all  of  this  because  of  their  wickedness;  and 
during  the  thousand  years  they  will  be  in  torment 
with  their  sins,  looking  forward  to  the  final  judg- 
ment with  fear  and  trembling. 

Yet  their  punishment  will  be  for  their  good.  The 
Lord  will  not  punish  them  merely  because  He  is 
angry  and  delights  in  their  suffering.  Their  suffering 
must  be  met,  for  they  will  have  denied  the  mercies 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  therefore  must  suffer,  even  as 
He  suffered  for  the  sins  of  the  world  (see  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  19:16-19),  for  His  suffering  will  not 
cleanse  them.  It  will  be  a  punishment  of  cleansing; 
and  when  they  have  paid  the  price — and  it  will  be 
a  most  dreadful,  painful  ordeal — then  will  they  be 
prepared  to  receive  such  blessings  as  the  Lord,  in 
His  great  mercy,  is  prepared  to  give  to  them. 

The  Telestial  Glory 

Even  these  are  to  be  "servants  of  the  Most  High." 


*  Reference:  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  The  Way  To  Perfection,  Des- 
eret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1935;  chapter  42,  pages 
302-307. 
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That  is,  they  must  learn  to  serve  Him  and  be  obe- 
dient to  His  laws,  such  as  they  are  worthy  to  receive. 
Those  who  receive  punishment  in  this  manner  will 
constitute  a  countless  multitude. 

And  they  shall  be  servants  of  the  Most  High; 
but  where  God  and  Christ  dwell  they  cannot  come, 
worlds  without  end.  For  they  shall  be  judged  accord- 
ing to  their  works,  and  every  man  shall  receive  ac- 
cording to  his  own  works,  his  own  dominion,  in  the 
mansions  which  are  prepared.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 76:112,  111.) 

The  Final  Judgment 

John  saw  these  dead  as  they  came  to  the  partial 
judgment  at  the  coming  of  Christ.  He  saw  the  righ- 
teous made  happy  as  they  lived  and  reigned  with 
Christ  a  thousand  years,  "but  the  rest  of  the  dead," 
after  receiving  a  partial  judgment,  "lived  not  again 
until  the  thousand  years  were  finished." 

Blessed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the 
first  resurrection:  on  such  the  second  death  hath  no 
power,  but  they  shall  be  priests  of  God  and  of  Christ, 
and  shall  reign  with  him  a  thousand  years.  (Revela- 
tion 20:6.) 

Then    he  saw  the  final  judgment,  after  "Satan 

shall  be  loosed  out  of  his  prison,  and  shall  go  out  to 
deceive  the  nations  which  are  in  the  four  quarters 
of  the  earth."  (Revelation  20:7,  8.)  At  this  judgment 
"the  dead,  small  and  great,"  shall  stand  before  God, 
and  the  books  will  be  opened  out  of  which  all  the 
dead  are  to  be  judged.  Now  if  you  will  read  what 
Amulek  said  in  Alma  11:44-45,  then  you  will  see 
that  he  spoke  very  plainly  about  the  resurrection. 

Alma  continued,  in  his  discourse  following  the 
words  of  Amulek,  and  said,  "For  our  words  will  con- 
demn us,"  if  we  harden  our  hearts  against  the  word, 
"insomuch  that  it  has  not  been  found  in  us,  then 
will  our  state  be  awful,  for  then  we  shall  be  con- 
demned." He  adds: 

.  .  .  We  must  come  forth  and  stand  before  him 
in  his  glory,  and  in  his  power,  and  in  his  might, 
majesty,  and  dominion,  and  acknowledge  to  our  ever- 
lasting shame  that  all  his  judgments  are  just;  that 
he  is  just  in  all  his  works,  and  that  he  is  merciful 
unto  the  children  of  men,  and  that  he  has  all  power 
to  save  every  man  that  believeth  on  his  name  and 
bringeth  forth  fruit  meet  for  repentance.  (Alma  12: 
15.) 

Then  he  continues  to  explain  that  to  the  wicked 
there  will  come  a  second  death  which  is  spiritual,  and 
that  those  who  partake  of  it  die  as  to  things  per- 
taining unto  righteousness.  This  is  a  time  when 
their  torments  and  punishments  shall  be  as  a  lake 
of  fire  "whose  flame  ascendeth  up  forever  and  ever"; 


PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  FIELDING  SMITH 

and  they  become  subject  to  the  power  of  Satan, 
having  subjected  themselves  to  his  will.(  See  Alma 
12:17.) 

This  testimony  given  by  Alma  and  Amulek 
touched  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  people  and 
brought  them  to  humble  repentance.  Unfortunately, 
it  caused  the  spirit  of  anger  to  rise  in  the  hearts  of 
others  of  their  rulers,  who  wrought  vengeance  upon 
those  who  were  repentant  and  believed  the  words 
of  Alma;  and  they  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

Our  Secret  Acts 

Now  I  have  my  own  idea,  and  I  am  sure  that 
it  is  right,  because  the  Lord  told  us  that  our  secret 
acts  would  be  heralded  from  the  housetops — I  have 
in  my  mind  that  we  will  be  judged  according  to  our 
works,  and  that  it  will  be  shown  as  on  a  screen,  just 
as  we  watch  television,  and  our  acts  will  appear  to 
us  just  as  they  were  in  life,  and  we  will  not  be  able 
to  say,  "No,  I  did  not  do  that,"  because  it  will  be 
portrayed  right  before  us;  and  we  will,  I  am  sure, 
agree  with  the  Lord.  We  will  see  that  He  is  just. 


Library  File  Reference :  JUDGMENT  DAY. 
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LORENZO  SNOW 

MIGHTY  MAN  OF  GOD 


by  William  B.  Smart' 


We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He 
does  now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet 
reveal  many  great  and  important  things  pertaining 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God.  (Ninth  Article  of  Faith.) 


This  statement  of  belief  is  fundamental  to  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Its 
implications  are  far-reaching.  It  states,  unequivo- 
cally, that  the  heavens  are  open  and  that  God  re- 
veals His  will  to  man.  It  clearly  implies  that  there 
must  be  men  to  receive  and  teach  what  God  reveals. 
For  the  Church,  this  function  centers  in  the  Prophet 
of  God  who  is  also  President  of  the  Church. 

What  of  the  men — nine  of  them — who  have  oc- 
cupied this  high  and  holy  position?  Have  they  in- 
deed been  prophets  who  have  heard  and  heeded 
God's  voice? 

(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  August  13,  "The  First  Presidency";  for 
Course  7,  lesson  of  August  13,  "Lorenzo  Snow";  for  Course  9,  lessons 
of  July  30  and  August  27,  "A  Leader  Produces  Good  Fruits"  and  "A 
Leader  Seeks  the  Lord";  for  Course  13,  lesson  of  June  25,  "Joy,  the 
Goal  of  Life";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  July  2,  "Towards  Spiritual 
Maturity";  for  Course  29,  lessons  of  June  4,  July  23,  and  August  13, 
"Candidates  for  Godhood,"  "Road  to  Salvation  and  Exaltation,"  and 
"Sons  and  Daughters  of  God";  to  support  family  home  evening  les- 
sons 22,  23,  and  24;  and  of  general  interest.) 


Let  us  consider  the  one  who  served  as  President 
the  shortest  time — Lorenzo  Snow.  He  presided  over 
the  Church  for  three  years,  1898-1901. 

How  do  you  identify  a  prophet?  Perhaps  you 
would  look  for  prophecies  concerning  his  life  and 
work.  You  might  expect  that  he  would  heal  the 
sick,  perhaps  even  raise  the  dead.  You  would  expect, 
certainly,  evidences  of  the  Lord's  will  being  made 
known  to  him,  as  indicated  not  only  by  his  testi- 
mony of  such  teaching  but  also  by  his  actions  as  a 
result.  You  might  even  dare  to  hope  that  he  would 
see  the  Savior  in  person. 

All  this,  and  more,  is  found  in  the  life  of  Lorenzo 


♦William  B.  Smart  is  executive  editor  of  the  Deseret  News  Pub- 
lishing Company  and  bishop  of  Federal  Heights  Ward,  Emigration 
Stake.  He  has  been  active  as  a  scouter,  as  a  member  of  the  YMMIA 
general  board,  and  as  a  civic  club  officer.  He  earned  a  BA.  degree 
from  Reed  College  in  1948.  He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Donna 
Toland,  have  five  children. 
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Snow,  President  of  the  Church  at  the  turn  of  the 
century. 

It  is  startling  to  learn  that  President  Snow,  born 
153  years  ago,  has  a  daughter  now  living  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  She  is  Lucile  Snow  Tracy,  born  when  Presi- 
dent Snow  was  82  years  old.  That  birth  itself  ful- 
filled prophecy,  for  a  year  earlier  he  had  heard  a 
baby's  voice  in  the  temple  three  nights  in  a  row  call- 
ing, "Papa,  Papa,  Papa."  By  this  he  knew  that  there 
was  yet  a  spirit  waiting  to  come  to  him  and  his  last 
wife.  It  is  from  the  recollections  and  files  of  Sister 
Tracy  and  the  writings  of  the  late  LeRoi  C.  Snow, 
her  brother,  that  most  of  this  account  is  drawn. 

Early  critics  of  the  Church  charged  that  it  at- 
tracted mostly  the  ignorant  and  superstitious.  Among 
many  who  disproved  that  libel  was  Lorenzo  Snow. 
He  was  a  student  at  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  in  1836, 
when  he  visited  Kirtland  where  his  sister,  Eliza  R. 
Snow,  had  already  joined  the  Church.  Deeply  im- 
pressed by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  Lorenzo  Snow 
soon  accepted  baptism.  Fervently  seeking  a  full  testi- 
mony of  the  truthfulness  of  the  work,  he  retired  to  a 
wooded  area  to  pray.    He  recalled: 

J  had  no  sooner  opened  my  lips  in  an  effort  to 
pray,  than  I  heard  a  sound,  just  above  my  head,  like 
the  rustling  of  silken  robes,  and  immediately  the 
Spirit  of  God  descended  upon  me,  completely  en- 
veloping my  whole  person,  filling  me,  from  the  crown 
of  my  head  to  the  soles  of  my  feet,  and  O,  the  joy 
and  happiness  I  felt.  .  .  .  I  then  received  a  perfect 
knowledge  that  God  lives,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
son  of  God,  of  the  restoration  of  the  holy  Priesthood, 
and  the  fulness  of  the  Gospel.1 

A  Patriarchal   Blessing 

Shortly  thereafter,  under  the  hands  of  Patriarch 
Joseph  Smith,  father  of  the  Prophet,  he  received  a 
remarkable  blessing.  lAmong  its  promises  were  these: 

Thou  hast  a  great  work  to  perform.  .  .  .  God  has 
called  thee  to  the  ministry.  Thou  must  preach  the 
gospel .  .  .  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Thou  shalt 
become  a  mighty  man.  Thou  shalt  have  .  .  .  power 
to  rend  the  vail  \veil~\  and  see  Jesus  Christ  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  Father  .  .  .  there  shall  not  be  a 
mightier  man  on  earth  than  thou,  thy  faith  shall 
increase  and  grow  stronger  till  it  shall  become  like 
Peter's — thou  shalt  restore  the  sick;  the  diseased 
shall  send  to  thee  their  aprons  and  handkerchiefs 
and  by  thy  touch  their  owners  shall  be  made  whole. 
The  dead  shall  rise  and  come  forth  at  thy  bidding. 
.  .  .  Thou  shalt  have  long  life  .  .  .  yet  not  be  old; 
age  shall  not  come  upon  thee;  the  vigor  of  thy  mind 
shall  not  be  abated  and  the  vigor  of  thy  body  shall 
be  preserved.  .  .  .  No  power  shall  be  able  to  take 
thy  life  as  long  as  thy  life  shall  be  useful  to  the 
children  of  men/ 

1Eliza  R.  Snow  Smith,  Biography  and  Family  Record  of  Lorenzo 
Snow;  Deseret  News  Company,  Printers,  1884;  pages  7-8. 

2Given  in  the  Kirtland  Temple,  December  15,  1836,  by  Joseph 
Smith,  Sr.,  patriarch.  See  "Devotion  to  a  Divine  Inspiration,"  by 
LeRoi  C.  Snow,  The  Improvement  Era,  June,  1919;  page  655. 


This  remarkable  prophecy,  given  to  a  young  man 
just  22  years  old  who  had  barely  joined  the  Church, 
was  explicitly  and  completely  fulfilled  in  ways  no 
human  power  possibly  could  have  foretold., 

Lorenzo  Snow  did  indeed  do  a  great  work;  cer- 
tainly there  was  no  mightier  man  on  earth,  in  the 
spiritual  sense,  while  he  presided  over  the  Church. 
Among  other  accomplishments,  the  vigor  and  inspira- 
tion with  which  he  preached  the  newly  reemphasized 
law  of  tithing  pulled  the  Church  back  from  the  brink 
of  financial  ruin  and  laid  the  foundation  of  its 
present  strength  and  growth. 

He  did  heal  the  sick,  and  specifically  in  the  ways 
his  patriarchal  blessing  specified.  Sister  Tracy  re- 
calls how  the  sick  would  send  handkerchiefs  to  her 
father,  and  how  he  would  retire  to  his  closet,  kneel 
in  prayer,  and  bless  the  senders  to  health  and 
strength. 

The  Miracle  of  Life 

And  he  did  call  forth  the  dead  to  life.  While 
speaking  in  the  Brigham  City  tabernacle,  he  was 
given  a  note  stating  that  a  young  girl,  Ella  Jensen, 
had  just  died,  and  asking  that  he  arrange  the 
funeral.  He  went  immediately,  taking  with  him 
Rudger  Clawson,  then  president  of  Box  Elder  Stake, 
later  president  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  It  was 
more  than  two  hours  after  the  girl  had  died  that 
the  two  elders  reached  the  home.  Jacob  Jensen,  the 
girl's  father,  recalled  what  happened: 

.  .  .  After  standing  at  Ella's  bedside  for  a  minute 
or  two,  President  Snow  asked  if  we  had  any  con- 
secrated oil  in  the  house.  I  was  greatly  surprised, 
but  told  him  yes  and  got  it  for  him.  He  handed  the 
bottle  of  oil  to  Brother  Clawson  and  asked  him  to 
anoint  Ella.   He  then  confirmed  the  anointing. 

During  the  administration  I  was  particularly  im- 
pressed with  some  of  the  words  which  he  used  and 
can  well  remember  them  now.  He  said: 

"Dear  Ella,  I  command  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  come  back  and  live,  your  mis- 
sion is  not  ended.  You  shall  yet  live  to  perform  a 
great  mission." 

He  said  she  should  yet  live  to  rear  a  large  family 
and  be  a  comfort  to  her  parents  and  friends. 

.  .  .  After  President  Snow  had  finished  the  bless- 
ing, he  turned  to  my  wife  and  me  and  said:  "Now 
do  not  mourn  or  grieve  any  more.  It  will  be  all  right. 
Brother  Clawson  and  I  are  busy  and  must  go,  we  can- 
not stay,  but  you  just  be  patient  and  wait,  and  do 
not  mourn,  because  it  will  be  all  right." 

An  hour  passed.  Friends,  hearing  of  the  death, 
came  to  offer  condolences.  The  father  continued  his 
account : 

...  We  were  sitting  there  watching  by  the  bed- 
side, her  mother  and  myself,  when  all  at  once  she 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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LORENZO   SNOW,  MIGHTY  MAN   OF  GOD       (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


opened  her  eyes.  She  looked  about  the  room,  saw  us 
sitting  there,  but  she  looked  for  someone  else,  and 
the  first  thing  she  said  was:  "Where  is  he?  Where 
is  he?"  We  asked,  "Who?  Where  is  who?"  "Why, 
Brother  Snow,"  she  replied.  "He  called  me  back.  .  .  . 
Why  did  he  call  me  back?  I  was  so  happy  and  did 
not  want  to  come  back."3 

This  girl,  who  then  gave  a  thrilling  account  of 
her  experiences  in  the  three  hours  after  death,  lived 
to  become  the  mother  of  eight  children. 

President  Snow  himself  was  virtually  raised  from 
the  dead,  while  serving  on  a  mission  in  Hawaii  in 
1864.  Elder  Snow  and  some  others  were  in  a  small 
boat  which  overturned  while  they  were  trying  to 
land  on  the  island  of  Maui.  When,  after  long  search- 
ing, Elder  Snow  was  finally  pulled  into  a  rescue 
boat,  his  body  was  stiff,  his  life  apparently  gone. 
Elder  W.  W.  Cluff,  one  of  the  missionaries,  wrote: 

Brother  A.  L.  Smith  and  I .  .  .  laid  Brother  Snow 
across  our  laps  and,  on  the  way  to  shore,  we  quietly 
administered  to  him  and  asked  the  Lord  to  spare 
his  life,  that  he  might  return  to  his  family  and  home. 

Once  on  the  shore,  they  continued  their  efforts  to 
revive  him.    Elder  Cluff  reports: 

After  working  over  him  for  some  time,  without 
any  indications  of  returning  life,  the  bystanders 
said  that  nothing  more  could  be  done  for  him.  But 
we  did  not  feel  like  giving  him  up,  and  still  prayed 
and  worked  over  him,  with  an  assurance  that  the 
Lord  would  hear  and  answer  our  prayers. 

Finally  we  were  impressed  to  place  our  mouth 
over  his  and  make  an  effort  to  inflate  his  lungs,  al- 
ternately blowing  in  and  drawing  out  the  air,  imita- 
ting, as  far  as  possible,  the  natural  process  of 
breathing  [apparently  the  first  recorded  instance  of 
mouth-to-mouth  resuscitation,  long  before  it  became 
the  standard  of  lifesaving] ....  After  a  little,  we  per- 
ceived very  faint  indications  of  returning  life  .  .  .  it 
must  have  been  fully  one  hour  after  the  upsetting 
of  the  boat.1" 

Thus  was  the  promise  fulfilled  that  no  power 
would  be  able  to  take  his  life  until  his  mission  was 
fulfilled.  Nor  was  the  promise  of  vigorous  mental 
and  physical  health  in  his  last  years  denied.  His 
daughter,  Lucile  Snow  Tracy,  recalls,  "Why,  he  used 
to  carry  me  up  the  stairs  on  his  back  up  to  the  last 
year  of  his  life."5 

But  the  crowning  fulfillment  of  the  promise  given 
through  Patriarch  SmitH  came  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple,  September  2,  1898,  the  day  President  Wil- 
ford  Woodruff  died.  Weighed  down  by  the  heavy 
responsibilities  he  knew  would  be  his,  President 
Snow  went  to  the  temple,  put  on  his  temple  robes, 

s"Raised  From  the  Dead,"  by  LeRoi  C.  Snow;  The  Improvement 
Era,  September,  1929:  pages  881-886. 

*Biography  and  Family  Record  of  Lorenzo  Snow,  pages  278-279. 

Conversation  with  Lucile  Snow  Tracy,  Salt  Lake  City,  March 
27,  1967. 


knelt  at  the  altar  and  poured  out  his  heart  to  God. 
He  reminded  the  Lord  how  he  had  prayed  for 
President  Woodruff's  life,  that  he  (President  Snow) 
would  not  have  to  carry  the  responsibilities  of  the 
presidency.  But,  he  continued,  if  it  were  the  Lord's 
will  that  he  do  so,  then  would  the  Lord  please  show 
him  what  he  should  do.  For  three  days  and  nights, 
fasting,  he  supplicated  the  Lord  and  waited  for  an 
answer.  None  came.  Disappointed,  he  finally  left  the 
room.  Then  as  he  passed  through  the  celestial  room 
and  out  into  the  corridor,  he  was  given  a  glorious 
manifestation.  Later  he  pointed  out  the  spot  to  a 
granddaughter,  Allie  Young  Pond,  and  said, 

.  .  .  It  was  right  here  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
appeared  to  me  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Presi- 
dent Woodruff.  He  instructed  me  to  go  right  ahead 
and  reorganize  The  First  Presidency  of  the  Church 
at  once  and  not  wait  as  had  been  done  after  the 
death  of  previous  presidents,  and  that  I  was  to  suc- 
ceed President  Woodruff.  .  .  .s 

Who  can  doubt,  with  such  well-attested  experi- 
ences as  these,  that  this  great  man — and  all  the  men 
sustained  to  lead  and  preside  over  the  Church — were 
1  and  are  indeed  prophets  of  God,  taught  by  Him,  that 
they,  in  turn,  might  teach  His  children? 


9  An  Experience  of  My  Father's,"  by  LeRoi  C.   Snow,   The  Im- 
provement Era,  September,  1933,  page  677. 
Library  File  Reference:  SNOW,  LORENZO. 


Lucile  Snow  Tracy,  age  two,  youngest  child  of  President 

Lorenzo  Snow,  is  now  living  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Right,  her 

mother,  Minnie  Jensen  Snow,  deceased. 
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"Teaching  Insights" — Sixth  in  a  Series 

TEACHING: 


GIVING  OR  QUICKENING? 

by  Lowell  L.  Bennion 

Do  you  perceive  your  calling  as  a  Sunday  School 
teacher: 

1.    As  that  of  teaching  the  Gospel  to  your  class? 
or, 
2.    As  that  of  helping  class  members  discover 
the  Gospel  and  its  meaning  in  their  lives? 

Giving  the   Lesson 

A  well-meaning  college  girl,  a  teacher  of  12 -year- 
olds  in  Sunday  School,  once  asked:  "How  do  I  keep 
my  class  quiet  while  I  give  the  lesson?"  Her  focus 
was  on  the  lesson.  She  was  prepared,  conscientious, 
equipped,  fortified  with  knowledge,  props,  visual 
aids,  notes,  outlines,  and  illustrations  with  which 
to  give  the  lesson. 

Her  girls  were  passive  recipients  who  were  to 
receive  her  pearls  of  wisdom  as  a  sponge  soaks  up 
water.  The  teacher  was  active,  alive,  full  to  over- 
flowing, but  she  wanted  her  class  to  be  quiet,  re- 
ceptive, and  passive.  This  teacher  might  have  learned 
from  the  mother  robin,  which  at  least  waits  until 
her  little  birds  eagerly  open  their  mouths  before  she 
feeds  them. 

Effective  teaching  is  not  so  much  instruction  and 
giving  as  it  is  opening  the  mind  and  quickening  the 
heart  of  a  student.  In  Sunday  School  the  aim  ought 
not  to  be  to  instruct  as  much  as  it  is  to  help  people 
learn  the  Gospel,  to  seek  after  its  meaning,  to  hun- 
ger and  thirst  after  righteousness.  All  teaching  is 
vain  unless  it  stirs  something  within  students,  unless 
they  are  made  to  think,  search,  feel,  or  act  differ- 
ently because  of  what  is  said  and  done. 

Discovering  the  Gospel 

One  way  to  focus  on  the  student  is  to  remember 
that  each  person  is  a  wonderful  creation.  Think  of 
his  imagination,  his  capacity  for  delight  and  wonder, 
the  potential  of  his  mind,  his  need  to  be  free,  his 
individuality!  Think  of  where  he  came  from  with 
the  stamp  of  divinity  on  his  soul!  Think  of  his  fu- 
ture, his  capacity  to  grow,  to  unfold,  and  of  his 
eternal  destiny! 

Teaching  is  not  to  put  a  student  in  the  rigid 
framework  of  the  teacher's  mind  and  tint  him  with 
the  Gospel  from  without,  but  to  stir  him  from  with- 
in— to  awaken  within  him  increased  self-awareness 


and  acceptance,  a  sensitivity  to  others,  a  thrust  up- 
ward toward  divinity  and  ideals. 

How  can  the  teacher  bring  about  change  within 
the  student? 

There  are  many  ways,  and  the  teacher  who  has 
upward  change  as  his  goal  will  find  ways  through 
meditation,  inspiration,  and  sensitive  observation. 
Jesus  was  a  master  in  the  art  of  motivating  His  dis- 
ciples to  initiate  thought,  feeling,  and  action.  Note 
these  examples  of  how  they  often  asked  questions, 
volunteered  resolutions,  or  were  moved  to  action: 

Lord,  teach  us  to  pray.  (Luke  11:1.) 
Lord,  .  .  .  help  thou  mine  unbelief.  (Mark  9:24.) 
Then  drew  near  unto  him  all  the  publicans  and 
sinners  for  to  hear  him.  (Luke  15:1.) 

Peter  saith  unto  him,  Thou  shalt  never  wash  my 
feet.  Jesus  answered  him,  If  I  wash  thee  not,  thou 
hast  no  part  with  me.  Simon  Peter  saith  unto  him, 
Lord,  not  my  feet  only,  but  also  my  hands  and  my 
head.  (Jo/m  13:8-9.) 

A  certain  teacher  had  as  his  purpose  in  a  par- 
ticular lesson  to  inspire  his  students  with  a  deeper 
faith  in  their  Father  in  heaven — to  make  their  faith 
in  Him  more  real.  He  considered  many  ways  of  doing 
this.  He  knew  he  could  state,  for  example,  all  the 
arguments  for  God's  existence;  but  instead  of  tak- 
ing this  course,  he  chose  to  draw  out  the  faith  that 
was  already  in  his  students  and  let  them  share  it 
with  each  other. 

He  began  the  lesson  by  admitting  that  the  Lord 
was  not  always  near  to  him  nor  easy  to  find  in 
prayer,  that  the  heavens  at  times  were  as  brass  over 
his  head.  Then  he  related  two  experiences  in  his  life 
— not  miraculous  but  very  real  and  available  to  all — 
in  which  the  Lord  got  through  to  him,  once  in  the 
beauty  and  peace  of  nature  and  once  in  a  relation- 
ship with  his  little  son.  The  teacher  then  asked, 
"When  has  God  become  real  to  any  of  you?  We 
would  appreciate  hearing  about  it,  if  you  don't  mind 
sharing  your  experience  with  us." 

The  students,  already  well  acquainted  with  each 
other  and  accustomed  to  expressing  their  honest 
convictions,  came  through  beautifully.  One  boy  told 
of  how  he  had  seen  his  father  deny  himself  the  com- 
forts of  life  so  that  an  older  son  could  get  through 
medical  school.  This  enabled  the  student  to  gain  a 
feeling  of  the  love  God  has  for  His  children.  A  girl 
related  modestly  how  she  had  discovered  the  strength 
of  showing  moral  courage  and  how  this  had  awak- 
ened in  her  a  sense  of  her  own  divinity — a  relation- 
ship to  someone  higher. 

Great  teaching  is  not  in  giving  a  lesson;  rather,  it 
is  in  awakening  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  students 
an  awareness  of  their  own  thinking  and  aspiring. 


Library  File  Reference:  TEACHERS  AND  TEACHING. 


JUNE       1967 


223 


"The  leading  community  in  pain,  determination,  and  unflinching  courage 
in  dealing  with  the  elements  around  them"1 — this  was  the  description 
of  the  Mormon  community  of  Joseph  City,  situated  on  the  Little  Colo- 
rado River  in  northeastern  Arizona,  18  years  and  eight  dams  after  the 
settlement  was  established  in  the  spring  of  1876. 

by  J.  Morris  Richards* 


The  colony  of  Joseph  City,2  Arizona,  was  estab- 
lished as  one  of  four  in  the  same  general  vicinity, 
under  instructions  from  Brigham  Young.  By  March 
10,  1894,  the  eighth  diversion  dam  had  been  built 
in  the  Little  Colorado  River  to  obtain  irrigation 
water  for  the  village,  after  seven  others  had  been 
washed  away,  and  on  that  day  a  dedicatory  cere- 
mony was  held. 

It  was  on  this  historic  occasion  that  Andrew  Jen- 
son  of  the  Church  Historian's  Office  spoke  those 
immortal  words  which  have  bolstered  the  spirits  and 
determination  of  the  succeeding  generations  of  peo- 
ple in  Joseph  City:  ".  .  .  the  leading  community  in 
pain,  determination,  and  unflinching  courage  in  deal- 
ing with  the  elements  around  them."  Joseph  City  is 
one  of  the  oldest  organized  wards  of  the  Church  in 
Arizona. 

At  the  dedication  of  the  dam  on  that  bleak  March 
day,  the  dedicatory  prayer  bespoke  the  attitude  of 
the  Saints  who  had  persevered  through  nearly  a 
score  of  years  of  discouragement,  hard  work,  and 
adversity.    Said  Joseph  H.  Richards  in  the  prayer: 

"0  Lord,  we  pray  that  this  dam  may  stand,  if 
it  be  Thy  will— if  not,  Thy  will  be  done."3 

The  dam  remained  substantially  intact  for  the 
next  19  years.  No  major  repairs  were  needed  until 
the  late  summer  of  1923  when  the  Lyman  Dam,  75 
miles  upstream,  collapsed,  and  an  unusually  heavy 
flood  roared  down  to  damage  the  structure.  During 
the  next  fall  and  winter  the  dam  was  rebuilt. 

In  the  meantime,  this  handful  of  Saints,  serving 
a  lifetime  mission  to  which  they  had  been  called  in 


(For  Course  5,  lesson  of  August  6,  "Courage  To  Do  Right";  for 
Course  7,  lesson  of  July  9,  "What  It  Means  To  Be  a  Pioneer";  for 
Course  9,  lesson  of  August  6,  "A  Leader  Perseveres  in  Doing  Right"; 
for  Course  11,  lesson  of  August  20,  "Expansion  of  Mormonism";  for 
Course  13,  lesson  of  August  6,  "Responsibility";  for  Course  19,  les- 
sons of  August  20  and  27,  "Practical  Religion,  Spirituality"  and 
"Practical  Religion,  Benevolence  of  the  Church";  for  Course  25,  les- 
son of  August  20,  "Priorities  and  Emphases";  for  Course  27,  lesson 
of  August  13,  "Daily  Work";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons 
24  and  25;  and  of  general  interest.) 

^Adele  B.  Westover  and  J.  Morris  Richards,  Unflinching  Courage, 
privately  published  by  J.  Morris  Richards,  1964;  page  18. 

2What  was  first  called  Allen's  Camp  because  the  leader  was 
William  Coleman  Allen,  became  Allen  City,  then  St.  Joseph  in  honor 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and  finally  Joseph  City  to  prevent 
conflict  with  post  office  and  railroad  designations  with  the  city 
of  St.  Joseph  in  Missouri. 

sWestover  and  Richards,  Unflinching  Courage,  page  18. 


January,  1876,  by  Brigham  Young,  lived  close  to  the 
Lord  and  worked  themselves  and  their  animals  for 
their  temporal  salvation. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  few  months,  they  organ- 
ized themselves  into  a  company  of  the  United  Order. 
Nearly  250  miles  from  their  nearest  base  of  supply, 
at  Kanab  in  southern  Utah,  and  500  miles  from 
Church  headquarters  in  Salt  Lake  City,  the  small 
company  joined  their  faith  and  their  daily  way  of 
living  for  their  mutual  protection  and  survival. 

The  United  Order  Articles  of  Association  of  the 
Allen's  Branch  (later  Joseph  City)  indicate  the 
strong,  high  standards  the  members  proposed  for 
themselves.  Signed  by  30  men  and  five  of  their  wom- 
en, the  rules,  even  today,  would  form  the  basis  for 
an  ideal  way  of  life.  Each  of  the  35  Saints  agreed 
to  the  following  rules: 


*J.  Morris  Richards  was  born  in  Joseph  City,  Arizona.  He  earned 
an  A.B.  degree  from  Northern  Arizona  University  (1929)  and  an 
M.A.  from  University  of  Arizona  (1937).  He  is  on  the  faculty  of 
Brigham  Young  University.  He  has  served  as  bishop,  high  councilor, 
and  now  acts  as  assistant  to  the  high  priest  group  leader  in  Orem 
23rd  Ward,  Sharon  Stake.  While  still  in  Arizona,  Brother  Richards 
published  a  weekly  newspaper  and  served  as  a  state  senator.  He 
and  his  wife  (Aloa  Dixon)  have  two  children. 
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A  sketch  of  the  old  Mormon  fort  at  Allen's  Camp,  built 
in  1876.    This  is  now  the   town  of  Joseph  City,  Arizona. 
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We  will  not  take  the  name  of  the  Deity  in  vain 
nor  speak  lightly  of  His  character  or  of  sacred  things. 

We  will  pray  with  our  families  morning  and  eve- 
ning and  also  attend  to  secret  prayer. 

We  will  observe  and  keep  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
according  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  thereof. 

We  will  treat  our  families  with  due  kindness  and 
affection  and  set  before  them  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation.  In  our  families  and  intercourse  with  all 
persons  we  will  refrain  from  being  contentious  or 
quarrelsome,  and  we  will  cease  to  speak  evil  of  each 
other  and  will  cultivate  a  spirit  of  charity  toward 
all.  We  consider  it  our  duty  to  keep  from  acting 
selfishly  or  from  covetous  motives  and  will  seek  the 
interest  of  each  other  and  the  salvation  of  all  man- 
kind. 

We  will  observe  personal  cleanliness  and  preserve 
ourselves  in  all  chastity  by  refraining  from  all  vulgar 
and  obscene  language  or  conduct. 

That  which  is  not  committed  to  our  care  we  will 
not  appropriate  to  our  own  use. 

We  will  observe  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep  it  holy, 
in  accordance  with  the  revelations.  .  .  . 

That  which  we  borrow  we  will  return  according 
to  promise,  and  that  which  we  find  we  will  not  ap- 
propriate to  our  own  use,  but  seek  to  return  it  to 
its  proper  owner. 

We  will  be  simple  in  our  dress  and  manner  of 
living,  using  proper  economy  and  prudence  in  the 
management  of  all  entrusted  to  our  care. 

We  will  combine  our  labor  for  mutual  benefit, 
sustain  with  our  faith,  prayers,  and  works,  those 
whom  we  have  elected  to  take  the  management  of 
the  different  departments  of  the  Order  and  be  sub- 
ject to  them  in  their  official  capacity,  refraining  from 
a  spirit  of  faultfinding. 

We  will  honestly  and  diligently  labor  and  devote 
ourselves  and  all  we  have  to  the  Order  and  the  build- 
ing of  the  Kingdom  of  GodJ 

Five  years  later  the  United  Order  was  changed 
to  a  stewardship  plan  under  which  each  family  be- 


came responsible  for  a  proportionate  share  of  prop- 
erty. Eventually,  this  resulted  in  private  property 
for  each  family,  but  the  basic  principles  of  conduct 
outlined  in  their  rules  became  a  way  of  life  for  each 
family. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  generations  are  now  an 
integral  part  of  life  in  the  states  to  which  they  have 
gone  from  this  small  community.  Almost  without 
exception,  they  are  loyal  and  active  members  of  the 
Church. 

From  the  history  of  the  settlement  of  Joseph 
City,  we  read: 

These  were  the  people  who  earned  a  reputation 
for  that  unflinching  courage  in  combating  the  ele- 
ments and  in  establishing  a  permanent  settlement 
in  a  hostile  country,  with  Navajo  Indians  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  warlike  Apaches  on  the  other. 

The  Indians  were  not  their  worst  enemy,  they 
found,  but  northeastern  Arizona's  arid  climate,  the 
sand  storms,  the  floods  that  came  in  rainy  seasons 
to  wash  out  their  crude  dams,  and  the  vast  distances 
from  all  sources  of  supply  of  the  necessities  of  life. 

It  was  not  surprising  that  many,  even  the  hardy, 
became  discouraged  and  returned  to  their  Utah 
homes,  or  went  elsewhere  to  settlements  where  the 
conditions  were  more  to  their  liking. 

This  is  all  the  more  reason  to  admire  those  who 
stayed.5 

Descendants  of  those  original  pioneers  are  still 
reciting  to  their  children  and  generations  of  grand- 
children the  saga  of  those  colonization  days.  The  pio- 
neers were  called  by  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  to  settle 
a  new  land.  They  answered  the  call,  and  with  un- 
flinching courage  they  remained  faithful  to  the 
prophet,  to  the  Church,  to  their  religious  principles, 
and  to  their  simple  faith  in  the  goodness  of  God. 


4Westover   and  Richards,   Unflinching   Courage,   pages   11-13. 


BWestover  and  Richards,  Unflinching  Courage,  page  2. 
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View  of  the  eighth  diversion  dam  built  by  Joseph  City  residents  in  the  Little 
Colorado  River.    This  dam  was  dedicated  in  1894. 
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Thirteenth  Article  in  the  Series,  "I  Believe  . 

A  SCIENTIST  PONDERS  THE  PURPOSES  OF 
GOD    AND    THE    DESTINY   OF   MAN    IN    .    .    . 


OUR 

ORGANIZED 

UNIVERSE 


by  Frank  B.  Salisbury* 

Just  what  is  the  nature  of  the  universe?  And 
what  is  our  destiny  in  this  universe?  A  person  living 
today  has  many  universes  from  which  he  can  choose. 
If  he  is  a  scientist  with  no  belief  in  God,  he  can  con- 
struct his  basic  philosophy  around  a  perfectly  mech- 
anistic and  atheistic  universe  which  simply  happens 
to  be  there  and  which  operates  on  the  chance-direct- 
ed principles  of  statistics.  Or  he  could  try  to  find  a 
place  for  himself  in  the  universe  of  the  modern  prot- 
estant  theologian,  although  that  universe  is  chang- 
ing rapidly  in  response  to  the  profound  impact  of 
the  chance-directed,  statistical  universe.  Yet  many 
theologians  feel  bound  to  their  universe  by  certain 
of  their  creeds,  formulated  during  apostate  centuries 
and  before  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel.  As  a  rule, 
their  universe  was  created  by  a  God  of  magic  who 
formed  both  the  substance  of  the  universe  and  time 
itself.  And  anyone  could  suggest  other  concepts  of 
the  universe  besides  these. 

Divine   Insight 

So  what  is  its  true  nature?  It  is  important  for 
us  to  understand  that  we  cannot  really  know.  As  a 
man  born  blind  cannot  really  know  the  light,  neither 
can  we  know  the  things  about  our  universe  which 
are  far  beyond  our  experience.  We  can  speak  of  the 
preexistent  world  of  spirits  and  the  celestialized 
earth,  but  we  cannot  really  know  these  things  until 
they  are  part  of  our  living  experience.  The  Lord 
said  to  Isaiah: 

(For  Course  13,  lesson  of  July  23,  "Testimony";  for  Course  19, 
lesson  of  July  23,  "Resurrection";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  July  30, 
"Man:  Created  and  Creator";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  July  16,  "Man 
and  Nature";  for  Course  29,  lessons  of  July  30  and  August  20, 
"Whence  Cometh  Man?"  and  "Why  Is  Man  Here?";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lesson  30;  and  of  general  interest.) 

*Dr.  Frank  B.  Salisbury  is  head  of  the  Department  of  Plant 
Science  at  Utah  State  University.  Born  in  Provo,  Utah,  he  grew  up 
in  Salt  Lake  City  where  he  earned  degrees  from  University  of  Utah 
(B.S.,  1951,  M.A.,  1952.)  He  earned  his  doctorate  from  California 
Institute  of  Technology  (1955).  Brother  Salisbury  served  in  the 
Swiss-Austrian  Mission  (1946-1949)  and  currently  is  a  member  of  the 
bishopric  of  USU  16th  Ward,  USU  Stake.  He  and  his  wife  (Lois  M. 
Olson)  have  six  children.  Dr.  Salisbury's  book,  Truth  by  Reason 
and  by  Revelation,  was  published  in  1965. 


For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither 
are  your  ways  my  ways,  saith  the  Lord.  For  as  the 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are  my  ways 
higher  than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your 
thoughts.  (Isaiah  55:8-9;  see  also  Mosiah  4:9.) 

Joseph  Smith  stated  it  succinctly: 

Could  you  gaze  into  heaven  five  minutes, 
you  would  know  more  than  you  would  by  reading 
all  that  ever  was  written  on  the  subject.1 

We  cannot  fully  understand  the  universe,  then; 
but  how  closely  can  our  understanding  approach 
truth  or  reality?  Can  we  formulate  an  understand- 
ing of  the  universe  which  will  more  closely  approxi- 
mate the  true  one  than  any  of  those  already  de- 
scribed? 

The  scriptures  can  give  us  some  divine  insight 
into  the  real  nature  of  the  universe,  yet  the  scrip- 
tures by  themselves  are  not  sufficient.  Even  if  all 
our  modern  scripture  had  been  available  to  the  Israel- 
ites exiled  with  Moses  in  the  wilderness,  could  they, 
by  studying  these  scriptures,  have  developed  a  true 
concept  of  the  universe?  Because  of  the  marvelous 
visions  which  he  experienced  (See  Moses  1),  Moses 
himself  had  a  concept  which  must  have  approached 
the  true  one;  but  the  words  of  Moses  could  not  con- 
vey this  understanding  to  the  children  of  Israel  in 
their  world. 

"To  Ponder  in  Your  Hearts" 

Although  the  results  of  man's  own  efforts  to 
comprehend  his  universe  have  opened  many  avenues 
of  understanding  during  the  past  century  or  two,  it 
is  obvious  that  these  findings  also  fail  to  give  a  com- 


1Joseph  Smith,  Documentary  History  of  the  Church,  Vol.  6,  page 
50,   (Funeral  of  James  Adams,  Oct.  1843). 
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plete  and  true  concept  of  the  universe.  One  well- 
trained  scientist,  for  example,  may  be  an  atheist, 
while  another  bears  testimony  that  he  knows  with 
certainty  that  God  lives.  Yet  the  findings  of  science 
combined  with  the  revelations  of  God  can  blend  to 
give  us  an  approximation  of  reality  which  is  undoubt- 
edly far  more  accurate  than  that  enjoyed  by  mortals 
at  any  other  time  in  history. 

After  presenting  a  parable  which  seems  to  tell  us 
God  visits  His  many  creations  at  periodic  intervals, 
the  Lord  said:  "I  leave  these  sayings  with  you  to 
ponder  in  your  hearts."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
88:62.)  It  would  seem  that  we  are  entitled  to  pon- 
der in  our  hearts  the  revelations  of  God  and  the 
findings  of  science  in  an  effort  to  approach  a  true 
understanding  of  the  universe. 

Really  to  do  so,  of  course,  requires  a  testimony 
of  the  validity  of  the  scriptures.  Such  a  testimony 
is  a  burning  personal  knowledge  that  God  lives  and 
speaks  and  that  His  son  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Re- 
deemer of  the  world.  Such  a  knowledge  comes  fol- 
lowing study  and  prayer  and  by  confirmation  through 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Once  it  has  been  obtained,  then 
the  scriptures  on  one  hand  and  the  exploding  knowl- 
edge of  science  on  the  other  hand  beckon  the  seeker 
after  truth  with  the  sweet  joy  gained  from  develop- 
ing knowledge  and  understanding. 

Planning  and  Order  in  the  Universe 

Many  scientists  have  been  led  to  a  deeper  faith 
by  their  discoveries  of  an  organized  universe,  one 
which  seems  to  imply  an  application  of  knowledge 
and  wisdom  in  its  creation.  Since  the  time  of  Charles 
Darwin,  however,  this  approach  to  an  increasing  faith 
in  God  has  been  weakened  by  the  theory  of  natural 
selection,  which  attempts  to  explain  how  order  could 
arise  out  of  chaos  by  pure  chance  processess.  The  idea 


is  not  an  easy  one  to  dismiss,  since  it  is  in  almost  all 
of  its  details  strikingly  logical.  I  am  convinced,  how- 
ever, that  it  fails  as  a  substitute  for  order  through 
the  intelligence  of  God.2  Yet  it  is  surely  one  of 
the  most  powerful  influences  in  the  modern  world 
today,  simply  because  it  has  been  accepted  by  many 
of  the  world's  thinkers  as  a  way  for  complexity  to 
develop  without  God. 

On  the  other  hand,  science  continues  to  demon- 
strate the  order  in  the  universe,  showing  us  that  this 
universe  has  all  of  the  attributes  of  a  structure  which 
has  been  engineered  with  extreme  care  and  intelli- 
gence. This  is  especially  striking  in  the  field  of 
biology.  The  marvelous  discoveries  of  the  last  two 
decades  give  us  some  insight  into  the  manner  by 
which  a  single  sperm  cell,  so  small  that  it  is  appar- 
ent only  under  high  magnification,  can  contain  half 
of  the  inheritable  characteristics  from  a  father.3 

We  are  beginning  to  understand  how  this  genetic 
material  (analogous  to  the  computer  programs  writ- 
ten for  the  operation  of  a  factory)  can  control  the 
growth  and  development  and  actual  formation  of  a 
mature  human  being,  surely  the  most  intricate  struc- 
ture ever  to  be  closely  scrutinized  by  man. 

The  Pure  Intelligence  of  God 

From  the  scriptures  we  can  discover  the  source 
of  this  order.  It  is  the  pure,  creative  intelligence 
of  God.  Perhaps  a  reader  of  Genesis  can  believe  that 
the  creator  of  the  universe  is  a  great  magician  who 
created  not  by  intelligence  but  by  magic.  Even  the 
inspired  account  of  creation  as  recorded  by  Moses 
and  later  revealed  to  Joseph  Smith  might  be  inter- 
preted in  this  light,  if  the  reader's  mind  is  made 
up  that  this  is  the  proper  interpretation.  Wording 
such  as  the  following  can  be  so  interpreted:  "And 
I,  God,  said:  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  grass.  .  .  ." 
(Moses  2:11.)  No  such  interpretation  could  be 
placed  upon  creation,  however,  in  light  of  the  mar- 
velous account  recorded  by  Abraham  and  translated 
by  Joseph  Smith.  Here  the  reader  continually  en- 
counters statements  such  as: 

And  the  Gods  said:  Let  us  prepare  the  earth 
to  bring  forth  grass.  ... 

And  the  Gods  organized  the  earth  to  bring  forth 
grass  from  its  own  seed.  .  .  . 

And  the  Gods  watched  those  things  which  they 
had  ordered  until  they  obeyed. 

And  the  Gods  took  counsel  among  themselves.  . . . 

.  .  .  And  thus  were  their  decisions  at  the  time 
that  they  counseled  among  themselves  to  form  the 
heavens  and  the  earth.  (Abraham  4:11,  12,  18,  26; 

5:3.) 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 

2See  Frank  B.  Salisbury,  Truth  by  Reason  and  by  Revelation; 
Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,   1965;   pages   126-156. 

3See  "Genetics  and  Some  Gospel  Concepts,"  by  Frank  B.  Salis- 
bury, The  Instructor,  November,  1965,  pages  434-438. 
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Clearly,  the  creation  of  the  earth  was  an  act  of 
supreme  intelligence.  Nowhere  in  scripture  is  this 
made  more  clear  than  in  the  marvelous  tribute  given 
by  Solomon  to  the  wisdom  which  existed  with  God 
before  and  during  the  creation  of  the  earth,  and  the 
joy  that  God  experienced  in  applying  this  wisdom. 
This  is  a  little-known  scripture,  too  long  for  inclu- 
sion here,  but  consider  the  following  excerpt  in  which 
the  personal  pronoun  represents  wisdom  or  knowl- 
edge: 

The  Lord  possessed  me  [wisdom]  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  way,  before  his  works  of  old.  .  .  . 
When  he  prepared  the  heavens,  I  was  there.  .  .  . 
When  he  gave  to  the  sea  his  decree,  that  the  waters 
should  not  pass  his  commandment.  ...  7  was  daily 
his  delight,  rejoicing  always  before  him  .  .  .  and 
my  delights  were  with  the  sons  of  men.  (Proverbs 
8:22,27,29,30,31.) 

For  the  man  who  has  a  testimony,  the  profound 
revelations  of  God  telling  how  His  mighty  creations 
were  the  product  of  His  wisdom,  may  be  strongly 
fortified  by  the  daily  discoveries  of  science  which 
exhibit  in  intricate  and  symphonic  detail  the  prod- 
ucts of  this  applied,  creative  intelligence. 

God  and  Reality 

One  of  the  most  inspiring  contributions  of  science 
to  my  developing  faith  in  past  years  has  been  the 
growing  realization  that,  in  light  of  scientific  find- 
ings, I  can  better  understand  and  visualize  my  Father 
in  heaven  as  a  real  Being  in  a  real  universe.  This  is 
a  somewhat  nebulous  and  difficult  concept  to  put 
into  words,  because  I  know  no  more  about  the 
characteristics  of  God  than  the  scriptures  can  tell 
me.  Yet  in  the  light  of  science,  it  is  becoming  easier 
for  me  to  think  of  my  Father  in  heaven  as  a  Being 
of  knowledge  and  intelligence  who  lives  on  a  real 
planet  near  a  real  star  called  Kolob.  (See  Abraham 
3:3,  4.)  By  some  divine  technology,  God  moves 
through  space  in  a  real  way,  visiting  at  intervals  His 
many  creations.  (See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:51- 
62.)  By  some  supreme  communication  system, 
dwarfing  to  insignificance  our  greatest  achievements 
with  television,  He  is  continually  aware  of  the  doings 
of  each  of  His  children,  even  of  their  prayers  and 
innermost  thoughts.  (  See  Psalm  33:13;  Job  28:24; 
Hebrews  4:13;  Moses  1:27-28;  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 88:109;  Mosiah  24:12.)  To  many,  until  the 
development  of  science,  such  things  could  only  be 
considered  magic. 

Science  cannot  explain  to  me  the  nature  of  God's 
omniscience  and  omnipotence,  yet  science  helps  me 


better  to  realize  the  nature  of  these  attributes  and 
thus  better  to  sense  their  absolute  reality  in  real 
space  and  real  time. 

The  Biology  of  Eternal  Life 

The  scriptures  clearly  tell  us  that  we  are  the 
offspring  of  God.  (See  Acts  17:28;  John  20:17; 
Hebrews  12:9;  Doctrine  and  Covenants  76:22-24.) 
Science  tells  us  that  we  are  biological  entities.  Clear- 
ly, then,  God  is  himself  a  biological  entity.  We  are 
promised  that  we  have  the  potential,  as  a  mighty 
step  in  our  eternal  progression,  to  mature  to  the 
status  of  our  divine  parent.  (See  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 76:58-62.)  This  will  depend  upon  our  faith- 
fulness. What  will  it  entail  in  the  biological  sense? 
We  have  no  way  of  knowing  the  means  to  physical 
perfection,  for  it  has  not  been  revealed  to  us.  But 
the  findings  of  science  make  it  possible  to  visualize 
more  vividly  some  of  the  problems  and  thus  to  sense 
more  distinctly  the  reality  of  their  solution.  For 
some,  the  problems  might  tend  to  weaken  faith.  For 
me,  better  understanding  of  the  problems  which  I 
know  God  has  solved  helps  me  to  understand  His 
majesty,  intelligence,  glory,  and  power. 

There  are  many  examples.  One  can  read  the 
prophecies  of  Isaiah  or  Joseph  Smith  concerning  the 
millennium.  Fulfillment  of  these  prophecies  could 
well  involve  a  most  impressive  amount  of  biological 
engineering,  and  many  of  the  findings  of  modern  biol- 
ogy seem  to  lead  us  toward  the  fulfillment  of  some 
of  these  prophecies. 

To  me,  the  most  impressive  example  of  possible 
biological  insight  into  divine  events  is  the  resurrec- 
tion, first  of  Jesus  Christ,  then  of  others.  This  su- 
preme achievement  can  be  far  better  appreciated  in 
terms  of  our  growing  knowledge  relating  not  only  to 
the  functions  of  life  but  also  to  the  process  of  death. 
To  the  scripturalist,  death  is  the  departure  of 
the  spirit  from  the  body.  To  the  biologist  it  is  the 
halting  of  life  functions;  and  this  may  be  a  much 
more  gradual  process  than  the  departure  of  the  spirit. 

In  man,  the  heart  may  stop  suddenly  with  a 
resulting  cessation  of  blood  circulation,  and  brain 
function  may  cease  after  a  brief  interval.  Much  more 
gradual,  however,  will  be  the  breakdown  of  the  pro- 
tein enzymes  which  constitute  the  metabolic  ma- 
chinery of  living  things.  Also  there  will  be  a  rela- 
tively gradual  dissolution  of  cell  membranes  and 
shifts  in  balances  of  the  metabolic  constituents.  Be- 
cause of  the  necessity  for  circulation  of  the  blood, 
the  initiation  of  these  processes  will  be  sudden  in 
man.   In  a  plant,  however,  the  entire  process  called 
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death  may  extend  over  a  considerable  interval  of 
time.  If  a  plant  is  pulled  out  by  the  roots,  the 
processes  of  death  will  be  initiated;  but  they  may 
be  reversed  by  providing  the  plant  with  ample  water 
and  other  necessary  environmental  factors,  some- 
times even  several  days  after  death  has  begun. 

The  Dead   Restored  to  Life 

In  terms  of  this,  we  can  better  appreciate  the 
three  miracles  of  Christ  in  which  the  dead  were  re- 
stored to  life.  The  daughter  of  Jairus  was  restored 
within  the  hour.  (Mark  5:22-34.)  Blood  circulation 
had  to  be  reinitiated  as  did  brain  function,  and 
many  enzymes  had  to  be  restored  through  Christ's 
divine  ability.  Today,  we  can  begin  to  understand 
how  such  a  thing  might  be  possible.  Many  indivi- 
duals have  been  restored  to  life  after  heart  function 
has  ceased,  sometimes  for  as  long  as  several  minutes. 
And  consider  the  supremely  optimistic  man  who 
directed  that  his  body  was  to  be  preserved  by  freez- 
ing in  liquid  nitrogen!  Clearly  our  modern  science  is 
completely  incapable  of  restoring  that  man,  and  yet 
its  developments  have  been  such  that  some  scientists 
see  a  degree  of  possibility  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  in  the  far  distant  future,  at  least. 

Christ's  restoration  of  the  widow's  son  (See  Luke 
7:11-17),  whose  corpse  was  ready  for  the  grave,  was 
extremely  impressive;  and  His  bringing  back  of  Laz- 
arus after  four  days  (See  John  11:1-46)  was  an 
achievement  outside  the  realm  of  even  modern  scien- 
tific speculation. 

The  resurrection  exceeds  all  of  this  by  many 
orders  of  magnitude.  Reconstitution  of  the  biological- 
ly functioning  organism,  as  impossible  as  it  may 
seem  to  us  today,  is  surely  the  least  of  the  problems 
involved.  In  principle,  we  can  even  imagine  how  it 
might  be  performed,  based  upon  the  "formula  for 
a  man"  found  in  his  genetic  material.4 


Our  Indestructibility  and  Destiny 

But  consider  the  ultimate  destiny  of  man:  an 
immortal,  resurrected  body  reunited  with  the  spirit. 
What  is  its  energy  source?  Christ  consumed  food 
{Luke  24:41-43),  yet  we  feel  intuitively  that  the 
resurrected  body  would  somehow  be  able  to  draw 
upon  a  far  more  efficient  energy  source. 

Most  awe-inspiring  of  all  is  the  concept  of  the 
biology  of  indestructibility.  How  can  these  frail  ele- 
ments we  know  be  tied  to  the  resurrected  spirit  in 
such  a  way  that  they  are  completely  resistant  to 
heat,  radiation,  or  any  of  the  vicissitudes  which  the 
universe  could  bring  to  bear  against  them?  We  also 
seem  to  be  able  to  conclude  from  the  scriptures  that 
the    resurrected    body    can    enter    a    room    with 
closed  doors   (John  20:19,  26),  vanish  from  sight 
(Luke  24:31),  stand  in  the  air  (Joseph  Smith  2:17, 
30),  ascend  into  heaven  (Joseph  Smith  2:43;  Acts 
1:9) ,  or  travel  through  space  as  Christ  must  do  when 
He  visits  the  creations  in  His   Father's  universe. 
How  could  Moroni  stand  in  the  air?    He  was  not 
nullifying  the  forces  of  gravity,  because  he  stood  in 
an  upright  position,  implying  a  response  to  these 
forces.   Yet  in  some  way  he  was  clearly  controlling 
them. 

We  are  informed  by  the  revealed  word  of  God 
that  Christ  was  the  first  fruits  of  the  resurrection. 
(2  Nephi  2:8;  I  Corinthians  15:20.)  Just  as  surely 
as  He  was  resurrected,  so  shall  all  men  be.  (I  Cor- 
inthians 15:21,  22.)  To  this  gift  of  immortality  God 
adds  the  glorious  possibility  of  eternal  life,  of  be- 
coming like  Him.  In  creating  and  controlling  worlds, 
those  who  achieve  this  goal  will  have  comprehended 
to  the  full  the  nature  of  the  universe.  They  also  will 
have  fulfilled  God's  greatest  design— the  immortal- 
ity and  eternal  life  of  man — and  achieved  their  own 
highest  destiny. 


*See  footnote  references  2  and  3. 
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TEACHERS:  THREE  CHART  BOOKS  FOR  YOU! 


Teachers,  you  are  in  luck!  A  project 
begun  several  years  ago  by  The  In- 
structor and  shelved  because  of  the 
hundreds  of  hours  of  labor  involved, 
recently  has  been  brought  to  comple- 
tion. Three  chart  books— Old  Testa- 
ment Charts,  New  Testament  Charts, 
Book  of  Mormon  Charts — compiled 
from  the  inside  back  covers  of  The 
Instructor,  are  now  available  for 
teachers,  missionaries,  and  students  of 
the  Gospel.  A  fourth  book,  Church 
History  Charts,  is  in  process  of  com- 
pletion. 

Reproduced  in  black  and  white,  Sl/2 


x  11  inches  in  size,  the  charts  are  ac- 
companied by  the  same  explanatory 
texts  which  appeared  in  the  original 
publication.  Teachers  will  save  hours  of 
research  by  taking  advantage  of  these 
excellent  analytical  charts,  assembled 
with  much  labor  by  trained  students 
of  the  scriptures. 

These  were  assembled  in  book  form 
for  The  Instructor  by  M.  Ross  Rich- 
ards and  Marie  Curtis  Richards.  The 
books  are  available  at  Deseret  Book 
Company,  44  East  South  Temple,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah  84111.  Price,  $1.00 
each. 
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A  DIVINE 
SELF-IMAGE 

by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

The  image  we  have  of  ourselves,  whether  it 
is  correct  or  incorrect,  has  a  powerful  in- 
fluence upon  our  behavior. 

"As  a  Man  Thinketh" 

Michael  was  a  shy  little  boy.  Every  morning 
when  he  came  to  his  kindergarten  class  at  school  he 
would  go  and  sit  under  the  keyboard  section  of  the 
upright  piano.  His  teacher,  a  very  kind  and  patient 
woman,  would  try  to  persuade  him  to  come  and 
join  the  other  children.  But  each  time,  for  many 
days,  he  always  replied,  "No,  I  don't  want  to." 

"Why  don't  you  want  to  be  with  us?"  his  teacher 
asked. 

"Because  I'm  a  bad  boy,"  was  his  only  reply. 

Subsequent  investigation  revealed  that  his  par- 
ents shouted  at  him  whenever  he  did  something  of 
which  they  did  not  approve.  They  were  always  say- 
ing to  him,  "You're  a  bad  boy." 

•     •     • 

Cynthia  was  the  oldest  of  four  children.  She  was 
intelligent  and  worked  hard  in  school.  As  a  result, 
she  received  excellent  grades  and  was  always  being 
asked  by  her  brothers  and  sister  to  help  them  with 
their  homework.  But  she  found  it  difficult  to  feel 
at  ease  in  the  presence  of  her  schoolmates.  She  was 
unsure  of  herself.  She  did  find,  however,  one  girl 
who  was  gifted  both  intellectually  and  in  her  ability  to 
associate  with  others.  She  attached  herself  to  this 
girl,  who  accepted  her  primarily  because  Cynthia 
was  always  going  out  of  her  way  to  render  favors 
of  one  kind  or  another. 

In  the  gym  class,  Cynthia  avoided  having  to  com- 
pete in  games  because  she  was  so  sensitive  to  the 
criticism  she  received  when  she  made  a  mistake. 
One  time  she  did  muster  enough  courage  (with  the 
help  of  her  teacher)  to  try  for  a  part  in  the  school 
play.  She  practiced  the  lines  for  days  and  knew 
them  perfectly.  But  the  night  of  the  tryouts,  she 
got  stagefright  and  choked  up  so  much  she  per- 
formed poorly.  She  ran  from  the  theater,  went  home, 
and  locked  herself  in  her  room. 

(For  Course  11,  lesson  of  July  2,  "Helps  to  Safety  and  Happi- 
ness"; for  Course  13,  lesson  of  June  25,  "Joy,  the  Goal  of  Life";  for 
Course  15,  lesson  of  July  16,  "Mission  to  the  Zoramites";  for  Course 
19,  lesson  of  July  9,  "Revelation":  for  Course  25,  lessons  of  June  11 
and  18,  July  2  and  August  6,  "Increasing  the  Mental  Powers,"  "Ma- 
turing the  Emotions,"  "Towards  Spiritual  Maturity,"  and  "Hidden 
Treasure";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  August  6,  "The  Inner  Life"; 
for  Course  29,  lesson  of  August  13,  "Sons  and  Daughters  of  God"; 
and  of  general  interest.) 


"I  just  can't  do  it!"  she  wept.  And  because  she 
felt  that  way,  she  couldn't. 


Norman  Vincent  Peale  tells  about  a  good  friend 
who  told  him  the  following: 

.  .  .  I  used  to  be  filled  with  all  kinds  of  inse- 
curities. .  .  .  I  was  saturated  with  inferiority  and 
lacked  confidence.  This  state  of  mind  reflected  itself 
in  my  business  and  I  wasn't  doing  very  well.  But 
I  hit  upon  a  wonderful  plan  which  knocked  all  these 
insecurity  feelings  out  of  my  mind,  and  now  I  live 
with  a  feeling  of  confidence,  not  only  in  myself  but 
in  life  generally. 

His  plan  consisted  of  having  a  pack  of  small  cards, 
each  of  which  contained  a  positive  statement.  He 
would  keep  one  of  these  cards  fastened  to  the  instru- 
ment panel  of  his  car.  While  Dr.  Peale  was  riding 
with  him  he  displayed  one  which  said,  "If  God  be 
for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?"  (Romans  8:31.) 
The  friend  explained: 

Vm  a  traveling  salesman,  .  .  .  and  I  drive  around 
all  day  calling  on  my  customers.  I  have  discovered 
that  while  a  man  drives  he  thinks  all  kinds  of 
thoughts.  If  his  pattern  of  thought  is  negative,  he 
will  think  many  negative  thoughts  during  the  day 
and  that,  of  course,  is  bad  for  him;  but  that  is  the 
way  I  used  to  be.  .  .  .  But  since  I  have  been  using 
these  cards  as  I  drive  and  committing  the  words  to 
memory,  I  have  learned  to  think  differently.  The 
old  insecurities  that  used  to  haunt  me  are  just  about 
all  gone,  and  instead  of  thinking  fear  thoughts  of  de- 
feat and  ineffectiveness,  I  think  thoughts  of  faith 
and  courage.  It  is  really  wonderful  the  way  this 
method  has  changed  me.  It  has  helped  in  my  busi- 
ness, too,  for  how  can  one  expect  to  make  a  sale  if 
he  drives  up  to  a  customer's  place  of  business  think- 
ing he  is  not  going  to  make  a  sale?1 

"Beloved,  We  Are  the  Sons  of  God" 

The  image  we  have  of  ourselves  is  formulated  in 
different  ways.  In  the  early  years  it  may  be  largely 
an  unconscious  process.  If  an  individual  is  con- 
stantly told:  "You  are  a  bad  boy,"  he  may  come 
to  accept  the  idea,  as  did  the  five-year-old  who  sat 
under  the  piano.  Later,  he  may  consciously  acquire 
the  image. 

Cynthia  found  it  difficult  to  relate  properly  to 
other  girls  of  her  own  age.  She  concluded  that  she 
was  inferior  and  that  conclusion  prevented  her  from 
acquiring  friends  and  attaining  positions  she  very 
much  desired. 

It  is  of  utmost  importance  that  we  have  a  correct 
image  of  ourselves.  In  the  first  place,  we  must 
remember  that  we  are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  our 
Father  in  heaven. 


1Norman  Vincent  Peale,  The  Power  of  Positive  Thinking;  Pren- 
tice Hall,  Inc.,  Englewood  Cliffs,  New  Jersey,  1954;  pages  8,  9.  Used 
by  permission. 
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Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth 
not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be:  but  we  know  that, 
when  he  shall  appear,  we  shall  be  like  him;  for  we 
shall  see  him  as  he  is.  And  every  man  that  hath  this 
hope  in  him  purifieth  himself,  even  as  he  is  pure. 
(J  Jo/m  3:2,  3.) 

An  earthly  parent  must  remember  that  his  child 
is  not  only  his  child  but  also  the  child  of  God.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  child's  life,  he  should  be  made 
aware  of  his  earthly  parents,  of  his  divine  lineage, 
and  of  his  divine  potentials. 

Our  Gifts  and  Limitations 

It  is  also  important  that  we  be  aware  of  our  gifts 
and  limitations,  so  far  as  this  is  possible.  When  a 
friend  of  mine  was  a  student  in  high  school,  he  was 
told  two  things  by  some  of  his  teachers:  (1)  his 
penmanship  looked  as  if  lightning  had  struck  the 
ink  bottle,  and  (2)  he  couldn't  sing.  Right  then  he 
decided  to  prove  his  teachers  wrong  on  both  counts. 
He  remembered  the  statement  quoted  by  the  late 
President  Heber  J.  Grant:  "That  which  we  persist 
in  doing  becomes  easier  for  us  to  do;  not  that  the 
nature  of  the  thing  itself  is  changed,  but  that  our 
power  to  do  is  increased."2 

After  a  long  period  of  practice,  he  became  an 
expert  penman.  He  earned  money  while  in  college  by 
signing  diplomas.  But  in  spite  of  a  similar  devoted 
effort,  he  never  learned  to  sing  well.  He  finally  found 
he  was  tone  deaf  and  recognized  he  would  do  well 
to  concentrate  his  energies  in  other  areas. 

On  the  other  hano!,  the  divine  self-image  permits 
us  to  make  maximum  use  of  our  assets.  Even  a 
deficiency  can  be  used  as  a  positive  stimulus.  Con- 
sider the  case  of  Demosthenes: 

Desiring  above  all  else  to  be  an  orator  and  help 
save  his  people  in  a  desperate  emergency,  he  had  to 
accept  himself  as  a  stammerer.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, conceal  his  humiliation  with  bluster,  nor  decry 
eloquence  as  worthless  trickery,  nor  retreat  into  fan- 
tastic dreams  of  himself  delivering  orations  that 
would  shake  the  world,  nor  resign  himself  to  stam- 
mering as  an  excuse  for  doing  nothing.  He  took  a 
positive  attitude  toward  his  limitation,  speaking 
against  the  noise  of  the  waves,  so  runs  the  story, 
with  pebbles  in  his  mouth,  until,  as  the  psychologists 
put  it,  he  "over-compensated."  To  say  that  Demos- 
thenes became  a  great  orator  despite  his  stammer- 
ing is  an  understatement;  the  psychologists  would 
add  that  he  became  a  supremely  effective  orator 
because  he  stammered.3 

Magnified  by  the  Lord 

Again,  the  divine  self-image  involves  the  recog- 
nition that  our  actions  can  be  righteously  magnified 
by  the  Lord. 


2Gospel  Standards,  Selections  from  the  Sermons  and  Writings  of 
Heber  J.  Grant,  compiled  by  G.  Homer  Durham;  The  Improvement 
Era,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1941;  page  355. 

-Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  On  Being  a  Real  Person;  Harper  and 
Row  Publishers,  Inc.,  1943;  page  65.  Used  by  permission. 


For,  behold,  it  is  I  that  speak;  behold,  I  am  the 
light  which  shineth  in  darkness,  and  by  my  power  I 
give  these  words  unto  thee.  And  now,  verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  thee,  put  your  trust  in  that  Spirit  which 
leadeth  to  do  good — yea,  to  do  justly,  to  walk  hum- 
bly, to  judge  righteously;  and  this  is  my  Spirit. 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  impart  unto 
you  of  my  Spirit,  which  shall  enlighten  your  mind, 
which  shall  fill  your  soul  with  joy.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  11:11-13.) 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  and  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  will  often  indicate  to  us  that  some  of 
the  behavior  patterns  of  the  world  will  not  lead  to 
lasting  joy  and  are  to  be  avoided.  The  student  who 
refuses  to  cheat  in  an  examination  even  though  the 
other  students  are  doing  it  may  be  called  "a  square" 
by  them,  but  he  will  have  the  approbation  of  his 
Heavenly  Father.  And,  if  one  must  choose,  isn't  His 
approval  more  important  than  any  other? 

This  does  not  mean  that  we  should  not  be  con- 
cerned with  what  other  people  think  of  us.  We 
should  be.  What  others  think  may  be  the  key  to 
our  success.  We  must  try  to  acquire  an  accurate  im- 
age of  what  they  think  of  us.  Von  Ribbentrop,  the 
German  ambassador  to  England,  is  credited  with 
having  sold  Hitler  on  the  idea  that  the  English  were 
awed  by  the  Fuehrer  and  were  afraid  of  him  and  his 
war  machine;  therefore  they  would  surrender  after 
France  fell.  This  incorrect  assessment  of  the  situa- 
tion caused  Hitler  to  fail  to  prepare  properly  for 
the  invasion  of  England,  and  thus  he  lost  the  war. 

"Doubt  Not,  Fear  Not" 

As  parents,  we  can  be  partners  with  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  helping  our  children  understand  that 
they  are  His  sons  or  daughters  and  can  become  like 
Him.  This  is  the  best  image  they  could  have  of  their 
potential.  Day  by  day  we  should  try  to  teach  them 
the  principles  which  would  permit  them  to  become 
like  Him.   Our  example  will  be  the  best  teacher. 

As  children,  we  can  have  a  positive  faith  in  our 
ability  to  fulfill  the  Divine  Self-image.  In  all  of  our 
actions  we  can  ask  ourselves  how  the  Lord  would 
want  us  to  behave.  When  we  demonstrate  integrity 
in  carrying  out  His  teachings,  He  will  give  us  "line 
upon  line,  precept  upon  precept."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  98: 12.) 

Therefore,  fear  not,  little  flock;  do  good;  let  earth 
and  hell  combine  against  you,  for  if  ye  are  built  upon 
my  rock,  they  cannot  prevail.  Behold,  I  do  not  con- 
demn you;  go  your  ways  and  sin  no  more;  perform 
with  soberness  the  work  which  I  have  commanded 
you.  Look  unto  me  in  every  thought;  doubt  not,  fear 
not  .  .  .  be  faithful,  keep  my  commandments,  and 
ye  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  .  .  .  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  6:34-37.) 

This  is  the  power  of  the  Divine  Self-image. 
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For  a  three-year-old  kindness  begins  with  Mother  and  Father, 
sister  and  brother,  and  in  the  young  child's   busy  day  .   .   . 

Kindness  Is  Many  Things 


Photos  by  J  M.  Heslop. 


I  THOUGHT  I  WOULD 
BE  KIND  TODAY 

I  thought  when  I  awoke  today, 
"I  will  be  kind  and  not  just  play." 

I  helped  with  baby  sister's  care, 
I  kissed  her  cheek  and  brushed 
her  hair. 

I  tried  to  show  her  how  to  play, 
But  she  wiggled  round  and 
wouldn't  stay. 

/  helped  my  mother  fix  our  lunch, 
I  didn't  mean  to  spill  the  punch. 

While  baby  slept  I  played  with 

toys 
But  didn't  make  a  great  big  noise. 

I  helped  Daddy  fix  the  baby's 

duck 
And  then-  showed  him  my  broken 

truck. 

When  Mother  tucked  me  in  at 

night, 
She  kissed  me  and  left  on  the 

light 

And  said,  "Today  you  have  been 

so  kind 
I'm  really  very  glad  you're  mine." 

— Goldie  B.  Despain. 


WHEN    I'M    KIND    AND    TRUE 

When  I'm  loving,  kind,  and  true, 
Mother  dear  and  daddy  too, 
Are  as  happy  as  can  be 
For  a  little  child  like  me. 

And  my  Father  up  above 
Blesses  me  with  His  great  love 
For  it  makes  Him  happy,  too, 
When  I'm  loving,  kind,  and  true. 
— Moiselle  Renstrom. 


(For  Course  1,  lessons  of  August  6  and  20, 
"We  Are  Kind  to  Each  Other  at  Home,"  "We 
Are  Learning  To  Be  a  Kind  Brother  or  Sister," 
and  "We  Are  Learning  To  Be  Kind  Every- 
where"; for  Course  la,  lesson  of  August  13, 
"We  Share  with  Others";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lesson  26.) 
Library  File  Reference:    KINDNESS. 


(Photo  subjects  are  David  and  Linda  Watkins,   children  of  Jack  and  Vanja- Watkins,   Capitol 

Hill  2nd  Ward,  Salt  Lake  Stake.) 
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The   Miracle  of  the  Gulls 

BY  L.  GOFF  DOWDING* 

THE  STORY 

As  the  winter  of  1847-48  came  to  Salt  Lake  Valley,  the  Mormon  pioneers 
prepared  for  a  battle  —  literally  a  life-and-death  struggle  —  against  the  elements. 
Their  cooperative  spirit  resulted  in  the  sharing  of  every  morsel  of  food  available, 
so  that  no  one  went  without  something  to  eat.  The  food  they  had  brought  with 
them  was  supplemented  by  sego  lily  bulbs,  pigweed,  and  even  soup  made  from 
hides. 

During  the  fall  the  pioneers  seeded  some  2,000  acres  of  wheat  and  corn.  Fortu- 
nately the  winter  months  were  mild  enough  to  allow  some  plowing  of  land,  and  by 
spring  they  were  ready  to  plant  an  additional  4,000  acres  of  grain  with  the  precious 
seed  they  had  carried  across  the  plains. 

The  earth  responded  to  their  toil,  and  lush,  green  crops  gave  every  promise  of 
a  bounteous  harvest. 

When  they  first  entered  the  valley,  the  pioneers  had  noticed  in  the  foothills 
hordes  of  ugly,  black  crickets,  which  were  described  by  Anson  Call  as  about  one 
and  one-half  inches  long,  heavy,  clumsy,  crawling  or  hopping  only  a  foot  or  two 
at  a  time.  He  said  the  cricket  had  "an  eagle  eye"  and  reminded  one  of  a  spiteful 
"little  demon."  During  the  winter  the  settlers  were  amused  as  they  watched  the 
Indians  gather  the  insects  for  winter  food,  little  realizing  the  plague  that  lay  ahead 
for  them  and  their  precious  first  crop. 

In  late  May  or  early  June,  just  as  the  grain  was  turning  yellow,  the  crickets 
came  from  the  foothills,  crawling  and  jumping  in  literal  waves  of  blackness.  The 
pioneers  who  had  struggled  so  hard  just  to  live  through  the  winter  months  felt  that 
all  their  toil  and  labor  had  been  in  vain;  their  dream  of  establishing  Zion  was 
vanishing. 

Humbly,  prayerfully,  they  sought  the  help  of  the  Lord,  who  had  blessed  them 
so  bounteously  in  the  past.  Alone,  it  seemed  they  faced  a  losing  battle  as  they  dug 
holes  and  trenches;  turned  the  streams  across  their  course;  clubbed  the  insects  with 
flails,  sticks,  and  brooms;  burned  them  with  firebrands;  went  through  the  fields 
with  ropes  and  sticks;  and  still  the  hordes  of  crickets  overwhelmed  them. 

Sea  gulls  were  unknown  in  the  area.  Yet  suddenly  the  Saints  noticed  clouds 
of  them  winging  in.  At  first  horror  gripped  the  pioneers  —  the  gulls  would  devour 
what  the  crickets  might  leave.  Of  this  epic  event,  John  R.  Young,  a  Utah  pioneer 
of  1847,  wrote  in  his  memoirs: 

As  the  summer  crept  on,  and  the  scant  harvest  drew  nigh,  the  fight  with  the 
crickets  commenced.  Oh,  how  we  fought  and  prayed,  and  prayed  and  fought  the 
myriads  of  black,  loathsome  insects  that  flowed  down  like  a  flood  of  filthy  water 
from  the  mountainside.  And  we  should  surely  have  been  inundated,  and  swept 
into  oblivion,  save  for  the  merciful  Father's  sending  of  the  blessed  sea  gulls  to  our 
deliverance. 
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The  Miracle  of  the  Gulls 


THE  STORY  (Concluded) 


The  first  I  knew  of  the  gulls,  1  heard  their 
sharp  cry.  Upon  looking  up,  I  beheld  what  ap- 
peared like  a  vast  flock  of  pigeons  coming  from 
the  northwest.  It  was  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  hiy  brother  Franklin  and  I  were  trying 
to  save  an  acre  of  wheat  of  father's,  growing  not 
far  from  where  the  Salt  Lake  Theatre  now  [1920] 
stands.  The  wheat  was  just  beginning  to  turn  yel- 
low. The  crickets  would  climb  the  stalk,  cut  off 
the  head,  then  come  down  and  eat  it.  To  pre- 
vent this,  my  brother  and  I  each  took  an  end  of 
a  long  rope,  stretched  it  full  length,  then  walked 
through  the  grain,  holding  the  rope  so  as  to  hit 
the  heads,  and  thus  knock  the  crickets  off.  From 
sunrise  till  sunset  we  kept  at  this  labor;  for  as 
darkness  came  the  crickets  sought  shelter,  but  with 
the  rising  of  the  sun  they  commenced  their  rav- 
ages again. 

I  have  been  asked  "how  numerous  were  the 
gulls." 

There  must  have  been  thousands  of  them. 
Their  coming  was  like  a  great  cloud;  and  when 
they  passed  between  us  and  the  sun,  a  shadow 
covered  the  field.  I  could  see  the  gulls  settling  for 
more  than  a  mile  around  us.  They  were  very 
tame,  coming  within  four  or  five  rods  of  us. 

At  first  we  thought  that  they,  also,  were  after 
the  wheat  and  this  thought  added  to  our  terror; 
but  we  soon  discovered  that  they  devoured  only 
the  crickets.  Needless  to  say,  we  quit  drawing  the 
rope,  and  gave  our  gentle  visitors  the  possession 
of  the  field.  As  I  remember  it,  the  gulls  came 
every  morning  for  about  three  weeks,  when  their 
mission  was  apparently  ended,  and  they  ceased 
coming.  The  precious  crops  were  saved.1 

As  Elder  Young  noted,  the  sea  gulls  at  first 
seemed  to  be  another  scourge,  but  after  a  time  the 
Saints  noted  that  they  ate  only  the  loathsome 
crickets.  Then  the  gulls  would  fly  to  the  banks  of 
irrigation  streams,  take  a  few  sips  of  water,  dis- 
gorge, and  return  to  the  fields  to  devour  more  of 
the  menacing  black  insects.  Time  after  time  they 
repeated  this  maneuver  until  the  danger  was  over. 
The  prayers  of  the  Saints  had  been  answered. 


THE   PICTURE 

As  I  envisioned  this  painting,  and  realized  the 
challenge  to  put  on  canvas  this  dramatic  event  of 
history,  I  felt  the  emphasis  should  be  on  the 
crickets  and  the  sea  gulls.  Though  the  people  had 
exercised  great  faith,  even  through  fasting  and 
prayers,  and  had  sought  divine  aid  in  their  plight, 
the  drama  took  place  between  the  birds  and  the 
insects.  Thus,  the  sea  gulls  and  the  crickets  are 
pictured  in  the  foreground,  with  the  people  shown 
in  the  background  in  an  attitude  of  prayer  and 
supplication,  at  first  not  realizing  the  great  miracle 
that  was  being  wrought  before  their  very  eyes. 

The  account  of  John  R.  Young  noted  that  the 
crickets  would  climb  the  stalk,  cut  off  the  heads 
of  grain,  and  then  come  down  to  eat.  The  crickets 
are  shown  here  climbing  the  stalks,  while  others 
are  bending  over  the  heads,  and  still  others  are 
eating  the  grain. 

The  sea  gulls  pictured  are  of  the  common  white 
sea  gull  variety  which  has  become  Utah's  state  bird 
and  is  a  frequent  resident  of  the  valley  today.  A 
keen  observer  of  bird  life  in  the  area  will  note  that 
some  sea  gulls  are  a  "dirty  white"  or  gray,  while 
others  are  a  bright  white.  The  gray  birds  are  those 
that  have  been  hatched  that  season.  The  brighter 
white  tones  seem  to  come  with  age.  Because  early 
mountain  men  and  frontiersmen  had  never  re- 
ported seeing  such  birds  in  the  area,  it  is  felt  that 
the  birds  had  come  to  the  valley  from  elsewhere 
and  so  likely  would  have  been  mature  birds. 

The  original  painting  was  done  in  oils  and  is 
hanging  in  the  offices  of  Wheelwright  Lithograph- 
ing Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


1  John  R.  Young,  Memoirs  of  John  R.  Young;  The  Deseret  News, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1920;  pages  65,  66. 
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Joseph  Forgives  His  Brothers 


A  Flannelboard  Story  by  Marie  F.  Felt 


Now  Israel  loved  Joseph  more  than  all  his  chil- 
dren .  .  .  and  he  made  him  a  coat  of  many  colours. 

And  when  his  brethren  saw  that  their  father  loved 
him  more  .  .  .  they  hated  him,  and  could  not  speak 
peaceably  unto  him.  (Genesis  37:3-4.) 

Jacob  was  especially  proud  of  his  twelve  fine  sons. 
Their  names  were  Reuben,  Simeon,  Levi,  Judah, 
Issachar,  Zebulun,  Dan,  Naphtali,  Gad,  Asher,  Jo- 
seph, and  Benjamin.  All  except  Benjamin  had  been 
born  at  Haran  while  Jacob  was  working  for  his 
Uncle  Laban.  Of  all  his  twelve  sons  there  were  two 
whom  Jacob  loved  most  of  all.  They  were  Joseph 
and  Benjamin,  the  sons  born  in  his  old  age,  and  the 
youngest  of  the  twelve.  It  seemed  that  after  their 
mother  died,  Jacob  loved  these  boys  all  the  more, 
especially  Joseph. 

When  Joseph  was  a  young  man,  his  father  gave 
him  a  special  gift  of  a  new  coat.  The  Bible  calls  it  a 
"coat  of  many  colours."  It  was  the  kind  of  coat  that 
a  young  prince  or  the  oldest  son  of  a  very  wealthy 
family  might  wear.  But  Joseph  was  neither  a  prince 
nor  the  oldest  son.  When  his  brothers  saw  him  wear- 
ing this  coat,  they  became  very  jealous,  for  the  coats 
they  wore  were  not  beautiful  at  all  but  were  made 
of  ordinary  goatskin.  They  felt  that  Joseph  was  be- 
ing made  too  much  a  favorite.  To  show  how  they 
felt  about  it,  they  treated  Joseph  unkindly  and 
would  not  even  speak  pleasantly  to  him.  This  made 
Joseph  very  unhappy,  for  he  loved  his  brothers. 
[End  of  Scene  I.] 

When  Joseph  was  about  17,  Jacob  sent  the  ten 
older  sons  "to  feed  their  father's  flocks  in  Shechem." 
The  younger  boys,  Joseph  and  Benjamin,  were  left 
at  home.  After  the  older  brothers  had  been  gone  for 
some  time,  their  father  began  to  wonder  if  they 
were  well  and  if  the  flocks  were  all  right.  Joseph 
was  the  oldest  one  at  home,  and  Jacob  decided  to 
send  him  to  find  out. 

It  was  a  long  journey  to  Shechem,  and  when 
Joseph  arrived  he  learned  that  his  brothers  had  gone 
farther  than  he  expected.  Instead  of  being  in  She- 
chem they  had  moved  their  animals  northward  to 
Dothan,  but  a  man  told  Joseph  where  they  were 
and  he  continued  his  search. 

As  he  neared  their  camp,  Joseph's  brothers  saw 
him  coming.    They  still  were  angry  because  their 
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father  favored  Joseph  over  them.  They  decided  that 
they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  Joseph.  Reuben,  the  old- 
est brother,  suggested  that  instead  of  harming  the 
boy,  they  put  him  in  an  empty  pit  (hole  in 
the  ground)  that  was  nearby.  He  thought  that  later 
he  would  release  Joseph  and  deliver  him  safely  back 
to  their  father.  [End  of  Scene  II.'] 

The  brothers  took  Joseph's  beautiful  coat  from 
him  and  cast  him  into  the  pit.  Later,  while  Reuben 
was  on  an  errand,  the  other  brothers  decided 
to  eat  their  lunch.  As  they  were  eating,  they 
talked  about  Joseph  and  what  they  should  do 
with  him.  While  they  were  talking,  they  saw  a 
caravan  coming  toward  them.  Judah  said,  "Come, 
let  us  sell  him  to  the  Ishmeelites."  The  other 
brothers  who  were  there  thought  that  this  was  a  very 
good  idea,  so  when  the  caravan  stopped,  they  lifted 
Joseph  out  of  the  pit  and  sold  him  to  the  slave  trad- 
ers for  twenty  pieces  of  silver.  Joseph  was  forced  to 
go  to  Egypt  with  the  men  who  had  bought  him. 

When  they  arrived  in  Egypt,  Joseph  was  sold  as 
a  slave.  Slaves  are  people  who  have  to  work  very 
hard  and  do  only  what  their  owners  tell  them  to  do. 
They  do  not  get  any  money  for  their  hard  work,  only 
a  place  to  live,  some  clothes  to  wear,  and  food  to  eat. 
They  can  go  only  where  their  masters  will  let  them 
go.  Joseph  knew  that  as  long  as  he  was  a  slave  he 
could  never  return  to  his  home  and  his  father  in 
Canaan.  [End  of  Scene  III.] 

The  sad  part  of  this  story  is  that  when  the  broth- 
ers returned  home  to  their  father,  they  did  not  tell 
him  the  truth.  Instead  of  telling  him  that  Joseph 
had  been  sold  as  a  slave,  they  said  that  he  must 
have  been  killed  by  a  wild  beast;  and  they  gave 
Jacob  Joseph's  coat  which  they  had  earlier  dipped 
in  goat's  blood  to  prove  their  story.  Jacob  was  very 
sad  and  would  not  be  comforted  about  the  loss  of 
his  favorite  son.  [End  of  Scene  IV.] 

But  our  Heavenly  Father  loved  Joseph  and 
protected  and  blessed  him  in  far-off  Egypt.  After  a 
few  years,  even  the  king,  or  Pharaoh  as  the  Egyp- 
tians called  their  ruler,  came  to  know  how  wise  and 
what  a  good  worker  Joseph  was.  Joseph  always  gave 
credit  to  his  Heavenly  Father  for  the  wisdom  he 
had  and  the  service  he  could  give. 

One  day  Joseph  interpreted  one  of  Pharaoh's 
dreams  and  told  him  that  God  would  bring  a  fam- 
ine upon  the  land.   Pharaoh  chose  Joseph  to  be  in 
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charge  of  the  land  of  Egypt  under  him.  He  placed 
his  own  ring  on  Joseph's  finger.  He  gave  him  fine 
clothes  to  wear.  He  put  a  gold  chain  about  his  neck. 
Then  he  told  all  the  people  that  they  should  do 
whatever  Joseph  wanted  them  to  do  because  now 
he  was  ruler  over  Egypt.  [End  of  Scene  V.] 

Several  years  passed.  Back  in  the  land  of  Canaan 
where  Joseph's  father  and  brothers  lived,  food  was 
becoming  very  scarce.  People  were  getting  very 
hungry  because  there  was  no  food  to  eat.  But  in 
Egypt  there  was  plenty  because  Joseph  had  taught 
the  people  to  store  food. 

When  Jacob  heard  there  was  food  in  Egypt,  he 
sent  all  of  his  sons  except  Benjamin  to  buy  food 
for  the  family.  When  the  brothers  appeared  before 
Joseph,  they  did  not  know  him.  It  had  been  many 
years  since  they  had  seen  him,  and,  of  course,  they 
did  not  expect  their  younger  brother  to  be  the  pow- 
erful ruler  of  Egypt.  Joseph  recognized  them  but 
did  not  tell  them  who  he  was. 

Joseph  pretended  to  believe  they  were  spies. 
They  explained  that  they  were  brothers,  that  there 
had  been  12  of  them  but  that  one  was  dead  (mean- 
ing Joseph) ,  and  the  youngest  was  with  their  father. 
But  Joseph  insisted  they  bring  the  youngest  to  him 
to  prove  their  truthfulness.  He  took  Simeon  and 
bound  and  kept  him  prisoner  while  the  others  re- 
turned to  their  own  land  and  to  Jacob.  [End  of 
Scene  VI.] 

The  second  time  they  came  they  brought  Benja- 
min as  Joseph  had  required.  Joseph  said  that  they 
must  leave  Benjamin  with  him  as  his  servant.  They 
were  much  troubled  and  told  Joseph  they  had  prom- 
ised their  father  that  no  harm  would  come  to  Benja- 
min, and'  that  they  would  bring  him  back  home 
without  fail.  They  had  brought  him  to  Egypt  only 
because  the  great  ruler  there  had  said  that  they 
must  prove  they  had  such  a  brother. 

Judah  then  spoke.  He  told  Joseph  that  he  must 
keep  his  word  tp  their  father  to  return  Benjamin  to 
him;  otherwise,  his  father  would  die  of  grief.  Then 
he  and  the  others  told  Joseph  that  Jacob,  their 
father,  had  already  lost  one  son  whom  he  loved 
dearly  and  that  he  could  not  now  stand  to  lose  Ben- 
jamin also.  Judah  asked  Joseph  to  let  him  take 
Benjamin's  place.  He  promised  that  he  would  serve 
Joseph  faithfully  all  the  days  of  his  life.  [End  of 
Scene  VII.'] 

Joseph  went  where  he  could  be  alone  and  wept. 
He  was  glad  that  Judah  had  changed  since  the  day 
when  he  and  some  of  the  other  brothers  had  sold 
Joseph  to  the  slave  traders.  He  knew  now  that  they 
were  sorry  for  what  they  had  done.  When  he  re- 
turned to  the  room,  he  ordered  everyone  except  the 


eleven  brothers  to  leave.  Then  he  told  them  who 
he  was. 

"And  Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren,  I  am  Jo- 
seph." (Genesis  45:3.) 

The  brothers  were  so  surprised  they  hardly  knew 
what  to  say.  They  feared  Joseph  because  of  their 
sin  against  him  and  his  power  as  a  ruler  in  Egypt. 
Joseph  could  see  that  they  were  troubled,  and  he 
said,  "I  am  Joseph,  your  brother,  whom  ye  sold 
into  Egypt."  (Genesis  45:4.)  Then  he  told  them  not 
to  be  sorry  or  angry  with  themselves  any  longer, 
that  he  was  in  Egypt  because  God  wanted  him  to 
be  there.  He  was  now  able  to  save  their  lives  be- 
cause he  was  prepared  to  feed  them. 

Joseph  hugged  Benjamin  and  kissed  him.  He 
was  so  happy  that  he  wept.  "Moreover  he  kissed 
all  of  his  brethren  and  wept  upon  them."  (Genesis 
45:15.)  They  knew  now  that  Joseph  loved  them  and 
had  forgiven  them. 

He  then  asked  his  brothers  to  hurry  back  to 
the  land  of  Canaan  and  tell  their  father  that  he, 
Joseph,  was  alive  and  well.  "Say  unto  him,  Thus 
saith  thy  son  Joseph,  God  hath  made  me  lord  of  all 
Egypt;  come  down  unto  me."    (Genesis  45:9.) 

With  joy  in  their  hearts  the  brothers  hurried  back 
to  Canaan  to  tell  their  father.  He  \vould  be  so  grate- 
ful, they  knew,  to  learn  that  Joseph  was  alive  and 
well  and  that  he  wanted  all  his  family  to  come  to 
Egypt  to  live.  [End  of  Scene  VIII.'j 

How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story: 
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Jacob.   (OT170.)  To  be  used  in  Scenes  I,  II,  and  IV. 
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(OT176.)  To  be  used  in  Scene  III. 
Ishmeelites.  (OT177.)  To  be  used  in  Scene  III. 
Coat  with  blood  on  it.    (OT178.)   To  be  used  in  Scene  IV. 
Joseph  as  ruler  in  Egypt.   (OT179.)    To  be  used  in  Scenes 

V,  VI,  and  VII. 
Joseph   and   Benjamin    embracing   and   weeping.    (OT180.) 

To  be  used  in  Scene  VIII. 
To  supplement  and  enrich  this  story,  the  teacher  may 
use  the  flannelboard  story,  "God  Blesses  Joseph  in  Egypt," 
The  Instructor,  March,  1964,  page  109. 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:  An  indoor  scene.  Jacob's  home. 

Action:  Jacob  and  his  twelve  sons.   Joseph  wears  his 

coat  of  many   colors,   while  his   brothers   look   on 

with  envy. 
Scene  II: 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene. 

Action:   Joseph  is  sent  to   find   his   brothers   who   are 

with  the  cattle  and  sheep  a  long  way  from  home. 

(Show  Jacob  and  Joseph;  then  remove  Jacob  and 

show  the  brothers.) 
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Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  II. 

Action:  Joseph  is  cast  into  a  pit  by  his  brothers.    Then 
Ishmeelites   buy  Joseph   from   his   brothers  for   20 
pieces  of  silver. 
Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Jacob's  sons  return  home  bringing  Joseph's  coat 
covered  with  blood  and  tell  Jacob  that  Joseph  is 
not  to  be  found. 
Scene  V: 

Scenery:  Indoor  scene.  Pharaoh's  court. 
Action:  Joseph  is  made  ruler  of  Egypt,  next  to  Pharaoh 
in  authority. 
Scene  VI: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  V. 


Action:  Joseph's  brothers  are  before  him.  He  has  ac- 
cused them  of  being  spies.  He  binds  Simeon  and 
keeps  him,  but  the  other  brothers  go  back  to 
Canaan. 

SCENE  VII: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  V. 

Action:  Judah  pleads  for  Benjamin.  He  offers  himself 
instead,  to  become  a  servant  to  Joseph. 

Scene  VIII: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  V. 

Action:  Joseph  reveals  his  identity  and  weeps  with  his 
brothers.  He  tells  them  to  go  and  bring  their  father 
Jacob  to  be  with  them.  He  has  forgiven  them. 
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Superintendents 


The  Teacher  Training  Course  Is  Organized: 

TO  ACCOMPLISH 
ONE  GOAL 


July  is  an  important  prepara- 
tion month  for  ward  Sunday 
School  superintendents.  Under 
both  large  and  small  stake  board 
plans,  ward  superintendents  are 
expected  to  take  greater  responsi- 
bility in  the  teacher  development 
program.  It  is  important  that  prep- 
aration for  the  fall  teacher  train- 
ing course  begin  in  the  month  of 
July  and  that  there  be  a  consistent 
follow-up  by  the  superintendent 
until  the  course  commences  in  late 
September.  We  suggest  that  the 
following  schedule  is  necessary  for 
a  successful  program: 

1.  First  Sunday  in  July:  The 
ward  superintendent  should  talk 
with  the  bishop  of  his  ward  and 
outline  the  details  of  the  pre-serv- 
ice,  teacher  training  program. 

2.  Month  of  July:  It  is  suggest- 
ed that  the  bishop  survey  his  ward 
— including  all  auxiliary  and 
priesthood  organizations — to  de- 
termine his  need  for  teachers.  We 
recommend  that  this  need  be  set  at 
a  number  equivalent  to  40%  of 
the  present  number  of  ward  offi- 
cers and  teachers. 

3.  Month  of  August:  If  suffi- 
cient recruits  are  not  readily  avail- 
able, a  canvass  should  be  made  of 
unused  ward  talent,  under  direc- 
tion of  the  bishop,  by  using  the 


"Search  for  Talent  Questionnaire" 
printed  in  the  Sunday  School 
Handbook  1964. 

4.  Before  September  1,  1967: 
The  ward  Sunday  School  teacher 
trainer  should  be  oriented  in  his 
responsibility  of  conducting  this 
course.  This  will  permit  him  time 
to  read  and  study  the  entire  course 
before  giving  the  first  lesson. 

5.  Before  September  3,  1967: 
The  ward  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendent and  the  heads  of  other 
auxiliaries  should  submit  to  the 
bishop  the  names  of  persons  who 
could  take  the  teacher  training 
course. 

6.  Before  September  10,  1967: 
•It  is  recommended  that  the  bishop 
personally  call  these  prospective 
teachers  to  take  the  course,  im- 
pressing on  them  the  importance 
of  effectively  teaching  the  Gospel. 

7.  Before  September  24,  1967: 
After  the  candidates  have  been 
called,  the  Sunday  School  super- 
intendent should  have  a  personal 
visit  with  each  one,  explaining 
what  is  expected  and  impressing 
upon  the  individual  the  great  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  this  call- 
ing. The  amount  of  understanding 
and  motivation  the  prospective 
teacher  can  be  given  before  he  be- 
gins  his    actual    assignment   will 


tend  to  influence  him  toward  a 
receptive  attitude  and  thus  deter- 
mine the  quality  of  his  actual 
training. 

8.  On  September  24,  1967:  First 
pre-service  teacher  training  class 
begins.  The  class  may  be  held 
during  the  worship  service  of  Sun- 
day School  or  at  any  other  con- 
venient time,  as  long  as  it  does  not 
interfere  with  Sunday  School  class- 
work,  priesthood  classes,  or  other 
auxiliary  meetings. 

We  cannot  overstress  the  impor- 
tance of  these  preparatory  steps. 
Without  them  the  program  might 
fail.  With  them,  you  have  a  greater 
assurance  that  the  program  will 
succeed. 

The  responsibility  of  training 
new  teachers  and  developing  the 
abilities  of  those  presently  teach- 
ing is  one  of  the  most  important 
assignments  in  the  Church.  Nearly 
every  position  in  the  Church  is 
organized  to  accomplish  one  goal 
— the  improved  behavior  of  the 
individual.  The  front  line  of  this 
program  is  the  classroom.  We  can 
succeed  only  by  using  effective 
teaching  methods  and  developing 
teachers  who  are  qualified  and 
dedicated. 

— Superintendent 
Roy  den  G.  Derrick. 


The  Deseret  Sunday  School   Union. 


Advisers  to  the  General  Board:  Richard  L.  Evans,  Howard  W.  Hunter 

General  Superintendent:  David  Lawrence  McKay 
Lynn  S.  Richards,  First  Assistant  General  Superintendent;   Royden  G.  Derrick,  Second  Assistant  General  Superintendent; 
Paul  B.  Tanner,  General  Treasurer;  Richard  E.  Folland,  General  Secretary;   Jay  W.  Mitton,  Assistant  General  Secretary. 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions. 


In-service  Teachers  and  the 
Teacher  Training  Class 

Q.  Is  it  permissible  to  invite  in- 
service  teachers  to  attend  the  pre- 
service  training  course? 

A.  In-service  teachers  ordinarily 
will  not  attend  the  pre-service 
teacher  training  class.  However, 
those  who  feel  that  they  need  to 
attend  should  ask  their  auxiliary 
head  to  recommend  them  to  the 
bishop,  along  with  others  being 
recommended  to  be  called.  The 
auxiliary  head  should  make  the 
recommendation  only  if  attend- 
ance at  the  teacher  training  class 
does  not  conflict  with  the  regular 
duties  of  the  teacher.  The  auxiliary 
head  is  free  to  nominate  anyone, 
including  teachers  in  service.  When 
a  teacher  in  service  is  called  to 
attend,  he  will  be  expected  to  at- 
tend regularly  and  fulfill  all  re- 
quirements  made   of   other  class 


members.  If  attendance  at  the 
teacher  training  class  takes  the  in- 
service  teacher  from  the  worship 
service,  an  assistant  or  a  substitute 
should  sit  with  the  class  members 
during  this  time. 

Sunday  School  Faculty  and  the 
Teacher  Training  Class 

Q.  Can  the  superintendency  in- 
vite the  Sunday  School  faculty  to 
attend  the  teacher  training  course 
when  it  is  being  held  during  the 
opening  exercises? 

A.  It  is  not  the  superintendent's 
prerogative  to  invite,  but  rather 
to  recommend  names  to  the  bishop. 
The  bishop,  if  he  desires,  will  for- 
mally call  the  individuals  to  at- 
tend the  course.  If  an  entire  Sun- 
day School  faculty  were  invited  to 
attend,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
hold  the  teacher  training  class  at 
an  hour  that  would  not  adversely 
affect  the  worship  service. 


Manual  for  the  Teacher  Training 
Class 

Q.  What  manual  will  be  used  for 
the  1967-68  pre-service  teacher 
training   course? 

A.  Teaching  the  Gospel,  by  Dr. 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff;  and  Teaching 
the  Gospel,  Teacher's  Guide. 

Copies  may  be  obtained  from 
Church  Distribution,  33  Richards 
St.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84101. 

Assignments  for  Teacher  Training 
Graduates 

Q.  Does  the  Sunday  School  have 
first  choice  on  the  teacher  trainees 
who  are  developed  in  the  course? 

A.  The  selection  and  calling  of 
the  trainees  to  teaching  positions 
is  under  the  direction  of  the  bish- 
op. The  decision  regarding  assign- 
ment of  the  newly  trained  teacher 
to  a  specific  auxiliary  or  priesthood 
class  should  be  made  in  the  wis- 
dom of  the  bishop  and  in  consul- 
tation with  individual  members  of 
the  ward  council. 


Memorized  Recitations. 


for  August  6, 1967 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  recited  in  unison  by  students 
in  Courses  9  and  15  during  the 
worship  service  of  August  6,  1967. 
The  scriptures  should  be  memor- 
ized by  students  of  the  respective 
classes  during  the  months  of  June 
and  July. 

Course  9: 

(This  scripture  tells  us  that 
much  water  is  needed  for  baptism, 
and  John  was  baptizing  in  AEnon 
because  there  was  enough  water 
there  to  immerse  those  who  desired 
baptism.) 


"And  John  also  was  baptizing 
in  AEnon  near  to  Salim,  because 
there  was  much  water  there:  and 
they  came,  and  were  baptized." 

— John  3:23. 
Course  15: 

(This  scripture  persuades  us  to 
repent  and  accept  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  so  that  our  sins  may 
be  forgiven.) 

"Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be 
converted,  that  your  sins  may  be 
blotted  out,  when  the  times  of  re- 
freshing shall  come  from  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Lord." 

—Acts  3:19. 


COMING   EVENTS 

July  24, 1967 
Pioneer  Day 

•     •     • 

September  24, 1967 

Teacher  Training 

Class  Begins 
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Teacher  Development 
Lesson  for  August 

WHEN 
ACTION 

IS 

MISSING 


by  Eileen  R.  Dunyon' 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 


Eagerly  the  young  lad  across  the  field 

and down  the  grassy  bank.   Before  him,  the 

shimmering  pool  enticingly  and him 

to his  shoes  to  one  side  and 

off  his  socks,  he on  tip-toe  and head- 
first into  the  water.  After  a  moment  his  head 

the   rippled  surface,   and   with    bursting   lungs    he 

water  into  the  air.    Then,  forward, 

he  . long,  even,  strokes  which him 

quickly  across  the  pond. 

The  above  paragraph  makes  dull  reading,  and 
one  quickly  becomes  either  bored,  because  all  words 
denoting  actions  have  been  deleted,  or  challenged  to 
action  by  filling  in  the  missing  words. 

The  Action  Lost! 

How  placid,  dull,  and  unstimulating  anything 
becomes  when  action  is  removed  from  it!  Its  purpose 
is  lost.  The  paragraph  ceases  to  tell  a  story.  The 
game  stops  being  played.  The  race  is  no  longer  run. 
The  swimmer  never  reaches  the  opposite  bank.  The 
student  does  not  learn. 

Living  is  synonomous  with  action.  Each  person 
learns  the  quickest  and  retains  the  longest  those 
concepts  with  which  he  has  become  involved  through 
participation.  To  the  teacher,  this  shows  the  need 
of  constant  participation  by  every  student.  When 
action  is  missing,  the  purpose  of  all  Gospel  teaching 
— to  provide  the  student  with  a  rich,  spiritual  ex- 
perience— is  lost. 

How  can  each  teacher  stimulate  his  students  to 
fill  in  the  blanks?  How  can  every  lesson  become  so 
alive,  so  vital,  so  stimulating,  so  interesting,  that 
each  student  will  consider  himself  a  participant  and 
not  merely  an  onlooker  in  the  class?  There  are 
myriads  of  ways  in  which  this  goal  can  be  attained. 
They  are  found  either  with  the  presentation  of  the 


lesson  itself,  or  with  the  assignment  that  lasts 
throughout  the  week,  burning  the  message  of  the 
lesson  deep  into  the  heart  of  the  student — thus  fill- 
ing the  blanks. 

Share  All  Action! 

One  good  rule  to  follow  is  to  allow  class  mem- 
bers to  perform  all  possible  duties  and  assignments. 
One  teacher  said,  "I  will  never  do  anything  myself 
if  a  student  can  do  it.  I  will  let  him  hold  the  picture, 
answer  the  question,  act  out  the  story,  write  on 
the  chalkboard,  and  share  all  possible  actions  and 
'thinking  through'  of  problems.  I  will  never  be  a 
'telling'  teacher." 

What  a  joy  it  is  to  go  into  this  teacher's  class! 
The  students  take  their  seats  and  pay  immediate 
attention,  because  they  know  the  teacher  will  repeat 
instructions  only  once;  and  he  is  ready  to  begin  as 
they  enter.  One  boy  who  is  having  a  difficult  time 
to  get  settled  is  handed  a  picture  with  the  instruc- 
tions, "Hold  this  face  down  so  that  no  one  can  see 
the  picture  before  I'm  ready  to  show  it."  The  class 
is  instructed,  "Are  you  sitting  comfortably?  We'll 
be  playing  a  game  in  a  moment  in  which  you  are 
going  to  need  to  fold  your  arms  or  touch  your  feet 
together.  If  you  are  all  sitting  straight  on  your 
chairs,  we  won't  have  to  waste  time  getting  ready 
when  it's  time  to  act."  Then,  after  a  humble  and 
sincere  prayer  offered  by  one  of  the  students,  the 
class  commences.  Everyone  has  been  prepared  for 
involvement.  Each  knows  he  must  listen  with 
eager  ears  to  the  message  of  the  lesson  if  he  is  to 

*Eileen  R.  Dunyon  has  been  a  professional  teacher  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Primary  general  board.  She  is  married  to  Joy  F. 
Dunyon  and  served  as  mission  mother  while  he  was  president  of 
the  Central  British  Mission  (1963-1966).  She  and  Brother  Dunyon 
have  three  children  and  are  members  of  East  Mill  Creek  First  Ward 
East  Mill  Creek  (Utah)  Stake. 
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have    the    answers    when    the    "check-up-on-your- 
knowledge"  game  is  played. 

Of  course,  this  same  procedure  cannot  be  fol- 
lowed every  week.  No  longer  would  the  students 
enter  with  eager  listening  ears  if  they  already  knew 
what  would  be  taking  place.  The  wise  teacher  varies 
the  ways  in  which  students  can  be  involved. 

A  Problem  To  Be  Solved 

Often  a  lesson  lends  itself  well  to  the  discussion 
method.  This  is  especially  the  case  when  there  is  a 
problem  to  be  solved.  Here  brainstorming  can  be 
used  to  help  every  student  become  involved,  and 
thus  by  his  contribution  to  help  fill  in  the  blanks  in 
the  class  need  for  knowledge. 

To  have  everyone  participate  in  brainstorming, 
the  technique  must  first  be  understood.  This  is  a 
process  in  which  everyone  in  the  class  offers  his 
ideas  about  a  given  subject.  The  problem  to  be 
solved  is  clearly  stated.  There  are  definite  rules 
which  should  be  followed  if  the  process  is  to  be  suc- 
cessful! All  comments  must  be  an  attempt  to  solve 
the  stated  problem.  All  listen  to  the  one  who  is 
speaking,  without  interrupting.  Comments  must  be 
short.  (Adults  tend  to  give  lengthy  explanations.) 
No  one  comments  upon  what  has  been  said  before. 
There  is  no  criticism  of  other  comments. 

One  person  is  selected  to  write  on  the  board  the 
points  presented.  One  class  member  calls  upon  oth- 
ers to  respond.  (He  may  also  call  upon  the  teacher.) 
A  time  limit  is  set  for  the  discussion  period — usually 
ten  minutes  maximum  for  an  older  class.  Less  time 
is  allowed  for  younger  children. 

At  the  end  of  this  time  the  teacher  should  re- 
state the  problem,  and  teacher  and  class  together 
evaluate  the  points  that  have  been  made  and  sum- 
marize the  discussion. 

Then  the  teacher  needs  to  point  up  the  purpose 
of  the  lesson  and  show  the  class  how  to  put  into 


Junior  Sunday  School 

WHY  AND 
WHY  NOT? 

IS   A   PRAYER    GIVEN   AT   THE 

BEGINNING    OF  THE    CLASS    PERIOD? 

One  of  the  objectives  of  each  of  the  courses  of 
study  in  Junior  Sunday  School  is  to  teach  the  ac- 
ceptable way  to  pray  and  the  meaning  and  purpose 
of  prayer.  Each  Sunday  morning  this  may  well  be 
part  of  the  lesson.    An  opening  and  closing  prayer 


effect  in  their  lives  the  conclusions  which  have  been 
reached  by  this  technique.  This  is  the  "now  you 
have  learned  this  truth,  what  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it?"  step  of  learning  that  can  actually  change 
the  behavior  of  the  students.  It  is  the  lesson  appli- 
cation in  life.  Plan  the  class  time  well  so  that  at  the 
end  of  the  lesson  there  is  still  time  to  help  each 
student  plan  a  course  of  action  for  the  coming  week. 

Sustained  Spiritual   Involvement 

If  the  lesson  has  been  to  show  that  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  should  be  effective  in  our  lives,  the  teacher 
could  say,  "We  have  learned  the  value  of  living  the 
Word  of  Wisdom.  Now,  how  can  we  put  this  into 
effect  during  the  coming  week?  Each  of  you  think 
about  yourself.  Write  down  one  way  you  are  going 
to  live  the  Word  of  Wisdom  better  during  the  com- 
ing week  than  you  have  previously.  [The  teacher 
would  suggest  and  draw  from  the  class  concrete  ways 
of  doing  this,  such  as  going  to  bed  one  hour  earlier 
each  night  to  get  sufficient  rest.]  Each  evening  eval- 
uate your  progress.  Keep  a  check  on  yourself  for 
your  own  improvement.  Next  Sunday  we'll  take  a 
moment  to  let  each  of  you  report  your  progress." 

Each  student  could  choose  a  different  way  to 
live  this  principle  if  he  so  desired.  The  class  would 
be  participating  in  the  lesson  all  week.  They  would 
have  thrown  themselves  into  action.  They  would  be 
filling  in  the  action  words  in  the  blank  spaces.  They 
would  be  realizing  that  when  action  is  missing,  the 
purpose  of  the  lesson  is  lost;  but  when  the  action  is 
present,  everyone  is  involved  and  a  rich  spiritual 
experience  has  been  provided. 

The  goal  in  teaching  should  be  total  participa- 
tion by  every  student. 

Note:  If  you  desire  to  fill  in  the  blanks  of  the  opening 
paragraph  of  this  article,  here  are  the  words:  raced,  slid, 
gleamed,  beckoned,  swim,  Tossing,  peeling,  stretched,  dived, 
broke,   blew,  plunging,    took,   carried. 

Library  File  Reference:   TEACHERS  AND   TEACHING — TECHNIQUES. 


in   class   give  children  an  opportunity  to  practice 
that  which  is  being  taught. 

The  teacher  who  plans  for  an  opening  prayer  in 
the  classroom  supports  the  activities  of  the  worship 
service.  After  experiences  in  the  security  of  the  class- 
room, children  are  able  to  participate  in  the  worship 
service  with  confidence  and  spirituality.  Successful 
experiences  increase  testimony  and  a  desire  to  serve 
and  to  participate. 

A  humble  prayer  for  guidance  and  divine  help 
earnestly  and  reverently  spoken  in  any  class  re- 
inforces the  silent  prayer  of  a  well-prepared  teacher. 
It  gives  the  lesson  strength  and  unity  often  lacking 
without  it.         — Junior  Sunday  School  Committee. 
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Our  Worshipful 
Hymn  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  August 


Hymn:  "Jesus,  Mighty  King  of 
Zion";  author,  Fellows;  composer,  Tracy 
Y.  Cannon;  Hymns — Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  108. 

The  words  of  this  hymn  appear 
in  one  of  our  earliest  hymnbooks, 
Sacred  Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs, 
published  in  1840.  We  do  not  know 
the  melody  which  was  used  then 
because  this  hymnbook  shows  no 
music.  Neither  do  we  have  any  in- 
formation concerning  the  author. 
Indications  are  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church. 

The  present  hymn  tune  was  com- 
posed especially  for  the  1948  edi- 
tion of  our  Hymns  by  Tracy  Y. 
Cannon,  who  was  then  chairman 
of  the  Church  Music  Committee 
and  formerly  one  of  the  Tabernacle 
organists.  Tracy  Young  Cannon 
was  a  grandson  of  President  Brig- 
ham  Young. 

This  is  an  ideal  hymn  in  its  ex- 
pression of  the  spirit  of  prayerful 
worship.  It  is  a  kind  of  renewal  of 
our  covenants  with  the  Lord,  and 
this  is  the  exact  reason  for  our 
coming  together  regularly  on  the 
Lord's  day. 

To  the  Chorister: 

Instead  of  singing  this  hymn 
medium  loud,  as  marked,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  quality  of  its  vigor 
and  stateliness  can  just  as  fairly 
be  described  by  the  expression, 
"worshipful  enthusiasm."  Let  the 
chorister,  therefore,  encourage  this 
through  his  energetic  beat  pattern, 
and  during  the  hymn  practice  ask 
for  a  vigorous  singing  response. 
t)o  riot  forget  the  people  behind 
the  pulpit;  they  should  likewise 
sing  with  enthusiasm  so  that  they 
can  be  heard.  Their  effective  ex- 
ample of  singing  participation  is 
needed. 


A  hymn  in  this  style  (much  like 
a  choral)  is  frequently  written  by 
the  composer  in  half  notes,  with 
the  time  signature  4/2.  In  other 
words,  the  composer  does  not  want 
it  rushed.  So  sing  this  hymn  no 
faster  than  the  indicated  tempo  of 
108  beats  per  minute.  The  organ- 
ist and  singers  are  to  seek  quality 
of  expression  through  a  stately 
rendition  rather  than  through  a 
frivolous,  hurried  tempo.  Seeking 
intensity  of  expression  through  fast 
tempos  is  sometimes  deluding. 
Seek  a  virility  and  power  of  ex- 
pression through  moderate  and 
stately  tempos,  and  worshipers 
will  be  grateful  to  you.  In  addi- 
tion, there  will  be  real  worship. 

To  whom  are  we  addressing  this 
hymn?  To  none  but  our  Savior  and 
Redeemer,  our  elder  brother,  Jesus 
Christ.   Keep  this  clearly  in  mind. 

To  the  Organist: 

We  offer  here  a  slightly  trans- 
posed version  of  the  music,  in  the 
key  of  C  Major,  so  that  those  who 
wish  to  sing  the  melody  (bless 
them! )  may  be  able  to  negotiate 
the  one  high  note. 

Technically,  the  organist  will 
have  some  difficulty  in  managing 


the  large  stretches  in  the  left  hand. 
These  stretches  are  annoying  to 
young  organists,  but  they  do  pro- 
vide an  opportunity  for  fine,  low, 
bass  tones.  The  solution  of  the  dif- 
ficulty lies  in  playing  the  tenor 
notes  in  these  particular  chords  in 
the  right  hand.  Whatever  you  do, 
do  not  leave  out  either  the  tenor 
or  bass  notes.  Musical  listeners 
generally  enjoy  hearing  a  good, 
deep,  ample  bass  in  the  organ. 

John  Milton  expressed  these 
thoughts  on  the  grandeur  of  the 
bass: 

Ring  out  ye  Crystal  sphears 

[spheres] , 
Once  bless  our  human  ears, 
(If  ye  have  power  to  touch  our 

senses  so)  .  .  . 
And  let  the  Base  [bass]  of 
Heav'ns  deep  Organ  blow, 
And  with  your  ninefold  harmony 
Make  up  full  consort  to  th' Angel- 
like symphony.1 

The  word  "consort"  here  means 
"concert,"  that  is,  a  large  group 
making  music  together.  Therefore, 
let  the  basses  of  your  organs  be 
heard  in  earthly  symphony  for  the 
inspiration  of  all  who  come  to  wor- 
ship. — Alexander  Schreiner. 

iJohn  Milton,   "On  the  Morning  of  Christ's 
Nativity,"  verse  13  of  "The  Hymn." 
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THE     INSTRUCTOR 


Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  August 


Hymn:  "How  Lovely  Are  the  Mes- 
sengers," from  the  oratorio,  St.  Paul; 
composer,  Felix  Mendelssohn;  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  186. 

The  power  of  this  great  hymn 
lies  in  its  straightforward,  simple, 
one-lined  message,  "How  lovely 
are  the  messengers  that  preach  us 
the  gospel  of  peace."  Written  by 
Felix  Mendelssohn  as  a  portion  of 
his  great  oratorio,  St.  Paul,  this 
short  excerpt  is  perhaps  the  most 
familiar  melody  from  that  work. 

To  the  Chorister: 

Do  not  hold  a  book  in  front  of 
you  as  you  teach  hymns  to  chil- 
dren. Memorize  the  hymn  so  that 
you  can  be  free  to  teach.  A  chor- 
ister with  a  book  in  her  hands  is 
no  better  than  a  teacher  who  reads 
the  lesson  to  her  class.  Neither 
teaches.  Both  deaden  an  otherwise 
joyous  and  fruitful  experience. 

Practice  the  6/8  time  beat  of 
this  hymn  carefully  if  you  are  not 
familiar  with  its  pattern.  If  this 
pattern  is  too  difficult,  divide  each 
measure  in  half,  using  three  beats 
to  each  half  measure  with  a  regu- 
lar three-beat  conducting  pattern. 
Children  will  not  be  aware  of  your 
beat  pattern  as  long  as  what  you 
desire  is  clear  to  them.  Far  more 
important  than  the  mechanics  you 
use  is  the  message  in  the  words. 

Avoid  conducting  with  jerky  mo- 
tions which  detract  from  the  spirit 

August  Sacrament  Gems 

Senior  Sunday  School 

".  .  .  Thou  shalt  go  to  the  house 
of  prayer  and  offer  up  thy  sacra- 
ments upon  my  holy  day."1 

doctrine  and  Covenants  59:9. 

Junior  Sunday  School 

"We  partake  of  bread  and  water 
to  witness  that  we  remember  Jesus 
Christ.  .  .  ."2 


^Journal  of  Discourses,  Volume  11,  page  40 
(reprinted  in  1961). 


of  the  hymn.  Conduct  more  slowly 
if  necessary. 

The  creative  chorister-teacher 
plans,  prepares,  and  prays  for  a 
smooth  and  worshipful  presenta- 
tion of  the  hymn.  Don't  be  con- 
tent just  to  "get  by"  each  Sunday. 
There  is  no  real  reward  for  just 
going  through  the  motions  of 
teaching  a  hymn.  Start  with  the 
main  message. 

What  is  the  message  of  this 
hymn?  It  is  praise  for  the  messen- 
gers who  preach  the  Gospel  of 
peace.  Who  are  these  messengers? 
Why  are  they  important?  Without 
them  God's  word  would  not  reach 
out  to  the  nations  as  it  does  now. 
Illustrate  to  the  children  with  good 
visual  aids  some  of  God's  great 
messengers:  Paul,  Peter,  Moses, 
Nephi,  and  Moroni,  of  old;  Joseph 
Smith,  Brigham  Young,  and  Presi- 
dent David  0.  McKay  of  our  time; 
Jesus  was  the  greatest  messenger 
of  all  time.  Obtain  pictures  of 
these  messengers  from  the  ward 
library,  from  The  Instructor,  or 
other  sources,  and  use  them  to  fo- 
cus the  children's  attention  each 
week  on  one  of  the  great  mes- 
sengers. 

All  messengers  sent  from  God 
are,  in  essence,  missionaries.  We 
send  out  thousands  of  these  mes- 
sengers each  year  from  wards  and 
branches  throughout  the  Church. 


You  may  wish  to  suggest  that  a 
missionary  from  your  ward  or 
branch  is  just  such  a  messenger. 

We  leave  it  to  you  to  pursue  the 
other  aspects  of  the  words  of  the 
hymn,  i.e.,  just  what  is  the  Gospel 
of  peace?  Who  needs  it  today?  And 
why  do  we  need  it  today? 

With  good  planning  the  creative, 
dynamic  chorister  can  find  a  new 
glimpse  into  the  selected  hymn 
each  Sunday.  Only  when  you  bring 
these  hymns  to  life  through  crea- 
tive preparation  do  you  share  in 
the  live  creation  of  each  of  these 
great  hymns  with  the  composer 
and  help  the  children  to  absorb 
the  message. 

To  the  Organist: 

This  hymn  presents  no  problems 
that  cannot  be  solved  with  a  little 
practice.  Keep  the  accompani- 
ment simple.  Strive  always  to 
support  the  chorister.  Be  alert  and 
watchful.  Always  sit  where  you 
can  see  the  chorister.  Follow  the 
chorister's  beat  with  great  accu- 
racy. Be  patient  and  helpful  with 
the  newly  appointed  chorister  who 
may  not  know  as  much  about  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  music  as  you  do. 
Practice  with  the  chorister  ahead 
of  time  so  that  each  of  you  knows 
what  the  other  will  be  doing. 

Further  treatment  of  this  hymn 
may  be  found  in  The  Instructor, 
March,  1964,  page  116. 

—A.Laurence  Lyon. 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  August  Sacrament  Gems 

Simplice 


Darwin  K.  Wolford 
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Be  strong  and  of  a  good  courage,  fear  not,  nor  be 
afraid  .  .  .  for  the  Lord  thy  God,  he  it  is  that  doth 
go  with  thee;  he  will  not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake  thee. 

— Deuteronomy  31:6. 


Have  you  ever  dreamed  of  being  a  great  hero, 
going  into  the  skies  to  explore  a  new  planet,  or 
swimming  below  the  surface  of  the  sea  to  find  strange 
plants  and  animals  and  conquer  the  unknown? 

Each  of  us  has  his  dreams,  but  in  order  to  make 
them  come  true  we  must  work  on  them  every  day. 
A  hero  must  have  courage,  and  courage  starts  from 
a  tiny  beginning  and  grows  with  each  wise  decision 
or  brave  act.  Heroes  are  not  born:  they  are  made, 
little  by  little. 

Our  astronauts  did  not  become  heroes  overnight. 
They  studied  long  and  hard.  They  conquered  their 
fears,  big  and  little,  one  step  at  a  time,  and  worked. 
Many  times  they  were  afraid;  but  they  thought 
straight,  they  saw  straight,  and  they  acted  straight. 

It  takes  courage  to  do  our  daily  tasks,  but  what 
a  feeling  of  joy  we  have  when  we  have  done  them 
promptly  and  well!  It  takes  courage  to  put  another's 
good  before  our  own  comfort.  It  takes  courage  to 
try  new  foods,  new  games,  new  ideas.  We  are  afraid 
we  will  fail  or  that  someone  will  make  fun  of  us. 
It  takes  courage  to  make  the  right  choices. 


FOR  THE  CAUSE  OF  COURAGE 


A  Promise 

One  day  Abraham  Lincoln  was  riding  in  a  stage- 
coach with  a  Kentucky  colonel.  After  riding  a  long 
way  together,  the  colonel  took  a  bottle  of  whiskey 
from  his  pocket  and  said,  "Mr.  Lincoln,  won't  you 
take  a  drink  with  me?" 

Mr.  Lincoln  replied,  "No,  Colonel,  thank  you. 
I  never  drink  whiskey." 

They  rode  on,  visiting  pleasantly,  when  the 
colonel  reached  into  his  pocket  and  brought  out  some 
cigars,  saying,  "Now  Mr.  Lincoln,  if  you  won't  take 
a  drink  with  me,  won't  you  take  a  smoke  with  me, 
for  these  are  some  of  Kentucky's  finest  cigars?" 

Mr.  Lincoln  said,  "Colonel,  you  are  such  a  fine, 
agreeable  man  to  travel  with,  let  me  tell  you  a  little 
story — an  experience  I  had  when  a  small  boy."  This 
was  the  story: 


(For  Course  la,  lesson  of  August  27,  "Right  Choices"  and  "We 
Grow  Bigger";  for  Course  5,  lessons  of  July  16  and  August  6  and  20, 
"Peace  Is  a  Personal  Problem,"  "Courage  To  Do  Right,"  and 
"The  Courage  of  Prophet  Joseph  Smith";  to  support  family  home 
evening  lessons  21  and  26;   and  of  general  interest.) 


My  mother  called  me  to  her  bed  one  day  when 
I  was  about  nine  years  old.  She  was  very  sick  and 
she  said  to  me,  "Abey,  the  doctor  tells  me  I  am  not 
going  to  get  well.  Before  1  go  I  want  you  to  prom- 
ise me  that  you  will  never  use  whiskey  or  tobacco 
as  long  as  you  live!"  And  I  promised  my  mother  I 
never  would.  Up  to  this  hour,  Colonel,  I  have  kept 
that  promise.  Would  you  advise  me  to  break  that 
promise  to  my  dear  mother  and  take  a  smoke  with 
you? 

The  colonel  put  his  hand  gently  on  Mr.  Lincoln's 
shoulder  and  with  voice  trembling  with  emotion  said: 
"No,  Mr.  Lincoln,  I  wouldn't  have  you  do  it  for 
the  world.  It  was  one  of  the  best  promises  you  ever 
made.  I  would  give  a  thousand  dollars  today  if  I 
had  made  my  mother  a  promise  like  that  and  kept 
it  as  you  have  done."1 

How  good  Mr.  Lincoln  must  have  felt! 


iFrom  A  Story  to  Tell,  compiled  by  the  General  Board  of  Pri- 
mary Association  and  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Board; 
Deseret  Book  Company,   Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,   1945;   pages  256,   257. 
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Ignorance  and  Fear 

We  are  often  afraid  because  we  do  not  under- 
stand something.  Knowing  that  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther is  always  with  us  helps  us  overcome  our  fears 
and  feel  good  within  ourselves. 

Ronny  Blackman  sat  up  in  bed,  frightened.  There 
was  that  noise  again.  Scr-eech!  Scr-eech!  His  heart 
pounded  loudly. 

"You  just  imagined  it  or  dreamed  it,"  Grand- 
mother had  said  after  she  had  climbed  the  stairs, 
stiff  with  rheumatism,  and  poked  about  the  closet, 
looked  under  the  bed  and  out  the  window,  and 
found  nothing.  "Don't  ever  get  me  out  of  bed  like 
this  again."  And  she  hobbled  downstairs. 

"Ignorance  makes  us  cowards,"  Ronny  had  heard 
his  father  say. 

Next  morning  Ronny  asked  his  grandmother, 
"What  is  ignorance?" 

"Ignorance?  Why  it's  not  getting  your  lessons," 
Grandmother  said. 

So  Ronny  worked  very  hard  at  his  lessons  and 
it  had  worked  beautifully  until  tonight  and  there 
was  that  noise  again.  Scr-eech!    Scr-eech! 

If  his  father  would  only  come! 

He  drifted  off  into  a  troubled  sleep.  He  was 
awakened  by  the  door  opening,  and  there  stood  his 
father.  Ronny  bounded  into  his  arms. 

"Daddy,  you'll  stay  all  night  and  sleep  with  me?" 
Ronny  begged. 

That  night  Ronny  had  no  troubled  dreams  as  he 
cuddled  under  the  covers  close  to  his  father. 

Next  morning  Grandmother  asked  Father  if  he 
slept  well. 

He  answered,  "Most  of  the  time,  but  there's  a 
funny  noise  up  there.  I  thought  it  might  be  a  bird 
scratching  against  the  window.  After  breakfast  I'm 
goirig  to  take  a  look  around." 

Ronny's  eyes  grew  big  as  he  said,  "I've  heard 
it,  too." 

After  breakfast  Father  placed  a  ladder  against 
the  house  right  under  Ronny's  window.  He  climbed 
up  and  poked  around,  and  then  Grandmother  and 
Ronny  heard  him  laugh. 

"I've  trapped  the  noise,"  Father  called  out,  as 
he  held  in  his  hand  a  six-inch  stalk  of  withered  Vir- 
ginia creeper.  When  the  wind  blew  a  certain  way, 
the  Virginia  creeper  screeched  against  the  window. 

"I'm  glad  we  found  the  thing  that  frightened  us," 
he  said. 

Then  Ronny  knew  what  his  father  meant.  It  was 
ignorance  of  the  thing  that  was  frightening,  that 
made  one  afraid.2 


What  Is  Courage? 

A  great  general  once  said  that  the  brave  man 
is  not  one  who  is  never  afraid,  but  one  who  ad- 
vances  in   spite  of   his   fear. 

To  have  courage  is  to  master  fear.  If  we  have 
faith  that  our  Heavenly  Father  is  always  near  to 
help  us,  we  will  have  strength  to  do  right  and  we  will 
have  peace  Within  ourselves. 

Having  courage  to  do  the  little  things  day  by 
day  will  give  us  courage  to  do  greater  things;  for 
courage  grows  like  a  plant,  a  little  at  a  time,  until 
it  becomes  strong  and  can  withstand  the  winds  and 
storms  that  try  to  destroy  it. 

Courage  is  kindness  and  courtesy*  To  be  able 
to  control  ourselves  is  one  of  the  greatest  goals  in 
life.  It  takes  courage  and  willpower  to  keep  silent 
when  someone  speaks  crossly  or  offends  us.  It 
takes  courage  to  do  our  tasks  when  we  want  to  visit 
our  friends,  watch  television,  or  run  and  play.  It 
takes  willpower  to  listen  to  the  teacher  when  others 
are  inattentive  and  try  to  annoy  us.  But  from  con- 
quering in  these  little  things  we  gain  strength  to  do 
right,  and  we  develop  courage. 

Like  the  star 

That  shines  afar 

With  never-ceasing  glow, 

Let  each  one  go  his  onward  way 

And  bravely  do  his  tasks  each  day 

With  courage  and  with  faith. 

— Jessie  Arrowsmith* 


*  Jessie  Arrowsmith  is  retired  from  her  teaching  career,  but  she 
still  teaches  part  time  at  Brigham  Young  University  where  she  earned 
a  B.A.  degree  (1934)  and  an  M.A.  (1952).  She  serves  as  librarian 
and  editor  of  the  ward  bulletin  in  Bonneville  Ward,  East  Provo 
Stake.  Her  husband,  James  H.  Arrowsmith,  died  35  years  ago;  they 
have  three  children. 
Library  File  Reference:  COURAGE. 


2Living  Our  Religion;  Part  II,  copyright  1952,  pages  113-115. 


WHAT    FACE    WILL    YOU    WEAR? 

The  face  of  youth  is  like  a  map 

That's  waiting  to  be  sketched  in; 

The  thoughts  you  think,  the  deeds  you  do, 

In  time  will  all  be  etched  in. 

Whatever  life  writes  on  your  face 
You  never  can  disguise  it; 
Each  passing  year  more  plainly  shows 
And  serves  to  emphasize  it. 

A  life  that's  lived  for  self  alone, 
A  soul  that  has  no  vision, 
The  ugliness  of  greed  and  lust, 
Will  that  be  your  decision? 

Or  will  the  face  you  wear  for  life 
Be  one  that  tells  a  story 
Of  daily  living  close  to  God, 
A  witness  to  His  glory? 

— Anna  M.    Gasser. 
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I  Would  Follow   W 
in  His  Footstep 


by  J.  Smith  Jacobs 

When  I  was  a  boy,  we  lived  not  too  far  from  the 
foothills  of  the  Wasatch  Mountains  in  Ogden,  Utah. 
There  were  winters  when  the  snow  was  very  deep — 
at  least  for  a  five-year-old — and  I  frequently  found 
that  I  could  not  make  my  way  through  a  favorite 
shortcut  to  my  best  friend's  house,  which  lay  at  the 
other  end  of  our  three-acre  garden.  When  the  snow 
was  hip  deep,  soft  and  swirly,  my  short  legs  tired 
plowing  through  it.  Then  when  it  was  crusted,  I 
kept  breaking  through  and  wallowing  in  the  heav^ 
moist  snow  beneath,  making  it  even  more  difficult 
to  get  across  the  long  white  field  that  stretched  be- 
tween our  houses. 

When  my  father  was  home,  he  sensed  how  much 
I  wanted  to  get  out  after  a  long  snowstorm  and  play 
with  my  friend;  and  he  would  say,  "Come,  son,  I  will 
lead  the  way  to  Wendell's,  and  you  can  follow  me." 
Then,  he  would  start  out  in  his  big  rubber  "barn" 
boots,  and  with  long,  sure  strides  break  a  wide 
pathway  through  the  snow.  I  would  follow  easily 
and  laughingly  in  his  footsteps.  It  was  not  difficult 
to  get  to  my  friend's  house  when  Father  made  a 
pathway  ahead  of  me. 

The  Shepherd 

Life  frequently  gives  us  troubles  and  hardships 
like  the  snow  in  my  back  yard,  and  we  do  not  seem 
to  be  able  to  go  where  we  want  to  go,  or  do  what 
we  want  to  do.  There  may  be  times,  even,  when  our 
problems  and  difficulties  get  so  big,  and  upset  us 
so  much,  that  we  become  discouraged  and  feel  like 
not  trying  any  more. 

At  times  like  these  we  need  to  remember  the 
words  of  Jesus  when  He  met  Peter  by  the  Sea  of 
Galilee.  He  said  to  Peter,  "Follow  me."  {Matthew 
4:19.)  Peter,  a  successful  fisherman,  heeded  Jesus' 
words  and  became  Christ's  apostle.  He  worked  with 
Jesus  throughout  His  mission  and  followed  Him — 
not  only  where  He  went,  but  also  in  the  way  He 


(For  Course  1,  lessons  of  July  2  and  August  13,  "I  Think  of 
Jesus"  and  "Neighbors  Should  Be  Kind  to  Each  Other";  for  Course  3, 
lesson  of  August  27,  "I  Would  Follow  in  His  Footsteps";  for  Course 
5,  lesson  of  August  27,  "Ye  Are  the  Salt  of  the  Earth";  for  Course 
7,  lessons  of  August  13  and  27,  "Joseph  F.  Smith"  and  "David  O. 
McKay";  for  Course  9,  lessons  of  July  2,  and  30,  "A  Leader  Is 
Against  Evil"  and  "A  Leader  Produces  Good  Fruit";  for  Course  13, 
lesson  of  July  2,  "Helps  to  Safety  and  Happiness";  for  Course  25, 
lesson  of  August  20,  "Priorities  and  Emphases";  to  support  family 
home   evening  lessons   23,   24,    and   30;    and   of  general    interest.) 
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Art  by  Ron  Wilkinson. 

lived.  As  a  result,  he  became  the  leader  of  the  Church 
on  earth  after  Jesus  was  crucified. 

Because  Jesus  was  so  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  people  who  followed  Him  during  His  ministry, 
He  was  often  referred  to  as  their  shepherd.  And 
they  were  His  sheep,  His  flock. 

Many  of  us  know  that  in  the  United  States  the 
shepherd  usually  drives  his  flock  of  sheep  before 
him  and  uses  dogs  to  chase  the  sheep  if  they  stray 
from  the  flock.    This  is  not  Jesus'  way. 

When  He  lived  on  earth,  few  men  around  Jeru- 
salem— even  the  rich  men — had  such  large  flocks  of 
sheep  as  we  might  see  on  the  mountainsides  or  plains 
of  the  United  States.  Most  of  the  Sheep  raisers  had 
smaller  flocks;  and  when  they  moved  the  sheep,  they 
did  not  drive  them,  they  led  them.  This  custom  is 
still  practiced  in  most  countries.  The  shepherd  walks 
in  front  of  his  sheep,  and  they  all  follow  him.  None 
wants  to  be  left  behind.  This  is  the  kind  of  shepherd 
Jesus  is  to  us.  He  leads  the  way  so  that  we  may 
follow. 

We  also  know  that  shepherds  are  kind  to  their 
sheep  and  look  out  for  them.  One  of  our  hymns 
states,  "All  day  long  the  shepherd  guards  his  little 
sheep,  Herds  them  in  at  nightfall,  when  it's  time 
to  sleep."1 

This  is  the  way  we  feel  about  Jesus,  our  Savior. 
We  feel  that  He  is  looking  out  for  us  all  the  time 


!"The  Good  Shepherd,"  The  Children  Sing,  No.  30. 
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and  will  protect  us  and  love  us,  even  though  we  do 
wrong.   He  is,  indeed,  a  good  shepherd  to  all  of  us. 

The   Same  Gospel 

After  Jesus  said  to  Peter  and  the  other  disciples, 
"Follow  me,"  He  taught  them  how  to  follow.  His 
teachings  were  the  same  as  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  and  all  of  the  presidents  of  the  Church,  in- 
cluding President  David  0.  McKay,  have  given  us. 
Over  sixty  years  ago,  one  of  our  prophets,  President 
Joseph  F. -Smith,  told  us  some  of  the  things  to  do 
if  we  would  follow  in  Jesus'  steps.  At  a  general 
conference  he  said: 

Among  the  covenants  are  these,  that  they  [the 
Latter-day  Saints']  will  cease  from  sin  and  from  all 
unrighteousness;  that  they  will  work  righteousness 
in  their  lives;  that  they  will  abstain  .  .  .  from  every 
vile  thing,  and  from  extremes  in  every  phase  of  life; 
that  they  will  not  take  the  name  of  God  in  vain; 
that  they  will  not  bear  false  witness  against  their 
neighbor;  that  they  will  seek  to  love  their  neighbors 
as  themselves;  to  carry  out  the  golden  rule  of  the 
Lord,  do  unto  others  as  they  would  that  others 
should  do  unto  them.2 

Let  us  study  the  things  President  Smith  said, 
so  that  we  may  better  understand  them. 

(1)  ".  .  .  Cease  from  sin  and  from  all  unrigh- 
teousness." This  means  we  will  not  lie  or  cheat  or 
hurt  others;  we  will  not  take  things  that  do  not 
belong  to  us;  and  we  will  not  be  selfish. 

(2)  "Abstain  .  .  .  from  every  vile  thing  and  from 
extremes  in  every  phase  of  life."  This  means  that 
we  must  stay  away  from  unclean  thoughts,  talk, 
habits,  or  things  that  are  not  good.  We  should  try 
to  avoid  being  extreme  or  spectacular  in  our  dress 
or  speech  or  actions — all  of  the  things  that  so  many 
people  advocate  today.  This  is  not  the  way  of  Christ 
nor  of  His  Church. 

(3)  ". . .  Not  take  the  name  of  God  in  vain."  This 
means  that  we  should  not  use  the  name  of  God  or 
Jesus  as  swear  words.  To  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  Jesus,  we  should  use  the  names  of  Deity  only 
with  reverence  and  love. 

(4)  The  last  "thou-shalt-not"  given  us  by  Presi- 
dent Smith  was  that  we  should  "not  bear  false  wit- 
ness" against  our  neighbors.  This  means  not  to  lie 
about  anyone.  Everyone  is  our  neighbor  just  as 
everyone  is  our  brother  and  sister.  And  our  prophets 
have  repeated  what  Jesus  said,  that  it  is  wrong  to 
tell  falsehoods  or  untruths  about  others. 

Halfway  to  Heaven 

Not  doing  bad  things  is  going  only  halfway  in 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus.     This    is    not 

^Gospel    Doctrine,    Sermons    and    Writings    of    Joseph    F.    Smith; 
Deseret  Book  Company,  1919;  page  132. 


enough.  If  we  want  to  go  all  the  way,  we  must  not 
only  refrain  from  things  that  are  wrong,  we  must 
do  things  that  are  good.  We  know  that  it  is  not 
enough  to  go  just  halfway  to  heaven.  We  want  to 
go  all  the  way.  We  not  only  do  not  want  to  do  evil 
things,  but  we  try  our  best  at  all  times  to  do  at  least 
the  following  five  things: 

(1)  Love  and  obey  our  parents.  God  told  Moses 
on  Mount  Sinai,  "Honour  thy  father  and  thy  moth- 
er." (Exodus  20:12.)  This  constitutes  the  fifth  com- 
mandment. To  "honor"  means  to  obey,  respect,  and 
revere. 

(2)  Be  thankful  for  our  blessings — for  our  eyes 
that  see,  our  ears  that  hear,  our  tongues  that  taste 
and  talk,  our  fingers  that  feel;  and  for  our  parents, 
our  brothers  and  sisters,  and  our  homes.  We  should 
tell  our  Heavenly  Father  how  thankful  we  are  for 
all  of  these  things  every  night  and  morning. 

(3)  Study — gain  knowledge,  develop  greater  wis- 
dom. We  do  this  by  listening  to  our  parents,  our 
teachers,  and  those  who  talk  to  us  in  Sunday  School 
and  sacrament  meetings.  We  should  follow  Christ's 
example  and  continue  to  learn  all  through  our  lives. 
The  Bible  tells  us,  "And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom 
and  stature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man." 
(Luke  2:52.) 

(4)  Learn  self-control  and  compassion.  This 
means  we  do  not  get  angry  when  things  go  wrong 
or  displease  us.  And  if  people  disappoint  us,  we 
learn  to  forgive  them,  as  Jesus  did.  He  carried  a 
heavy  cross  on  the  way  to  Calvary,  and  then  He 
was  nailed  to  it;  but  just  before  He  died  He  said, 
"Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do."  (Luke  23:34.) 

(5)  Develop  more  interest  in  helping  others — 
not  just  looking  out  for  ourselves  and  what  we  want. 
We  share  the  good  things  we  have  and  learn  to  be 
of  service.  As  we  work  in  the  Church,  we  learn  to 
serve,  for  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  things 
in  life.  When  we  learn  to  do  good  things  for  other 
people,  we  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus.  A  hymn 
we  sing  in  Sunday  School  gives  us  the  message  in 
these  words: 

"Come,  follow  me,"  the  Savior  said, 
Then  let  us  in  his  footsteps  tread, 
For  thus  alone  can  we  be  one 
With  God's  own  loved,  begotten  Son.3 

If  we  want  to  be  with  Jesus  after  this  life,  we 
must  follow  in  His  footsteps,  just  as  I  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  my  father  when  I  was  five  years  old 
and  the  snow-covered  field  was  too  deep  for  me  to 
traverse  alone. 


3The  Children  Sing,  No.  60. 
Library  File  Reference:  GOSPEL  LIVING. 
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AS  early  as  1891  Church  speakers  were  coming 
under  fire  of  thoughtful  authorities.  B.  H.  Rob- 
erts, one  of  the  truly  masterful  and  eloquent  speakers 
of  the  Church,  made  a  telling  point  on  the  subject 
when  he  said,  ".  .  .  Because  the  Lord  has,  we  may 
say,  banished  the  'set'  discourse  from  the  methods  of 
preaching  his  Gospel,  let  it  not  be  thought  that  he 
has  set  a  premium  upon  ignorance  or  idleness.  .  .  Sn 

Elder  Roberts  was  leveling  criticism  at  members 
of  the  Church  who  are  called  to  speak  in  sacrament 
meeting,  in  priesthood  meetings,  in  Sunday  School, 
or  other  gatherings  of  Saints,  but  who  appeared  to 
give  little  or  no  thought  to  what  they  would  say. 
Even  today,  justification  for  such  action  often  is 
derived  from  a  misunderstanding  of  a  line  in  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  84:85:  "Neither  take  ye 
thought  beforehand  what  ye  shall  say.  . .  ."  Based  on 
this  brief  passage,  many  speakers  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  being  ill-prepared  to  deliver  a  talk. 

For  Instruction  and  Inspiration 

Certainly,  effective  speaking,  as  any  other  activ- 
ity in  the  Church,  depends  upon  the  presence  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  for  its  strength  and  per- 
suasiveness. Lack  of  preparation,  however,  even  de- 
liberate avoidance  of  anything  resembling  the  dis- 
covery, analysis,  and  organization  of  stimulating 
thoughts  and  information  for  a  talk,  is  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  and  intent  of  Section  84,  as  well 
as  of  the  philosophy  of  the  Church. 

Two  objectives  of  Church  talks  are  (1)  to  in- 
struct the  members  in  the  principles  and  procedures 
of  the  Church,  and  (2)  to  influence  the  members 
more  fully  to  accept  and  act  on  the  principles  and 
procedures.  To  epitomize  these  goals,  we  might 
say  that  speaking  in  Church  is  meant  to  instruct 
and  inspire;  We  read  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants: 

And  I  give  unto  you  a  commandment  that  you  shall 
teach  one  another  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom. 
Teach  ye  diligently  and  my  grace  shall  attend  you, 
that  you  may  be  instructed  more  perfectly  in  theory, 
in  principle,  in  doctrine,  in  the  law  of  the  gospel,  in 
all  things  that  pertain  unto  the  kingdom  of  God, 
that  are  expedient  for  you  to  understand.  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  88:77,  78.) 

The  reason  for  this  extensive  training  program  is: 

That  ye  may  be  prepared  in  all  things  when  I 
shall  send  you  again  to  magnify  the  calling  where- 
unto  I  have  called  you,  and  the  mission  with  which 
I  have  commissioned  you.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
88:80.) 

The  second  purpose — inspirational  persuasion — is 
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A  philosophy  and  a  method  for  develop- 
ing and  giving  short   talks  in  Church. 
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by  R.  Wayne  Pace* 

expressed  in  what  is  probably  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful passages  of  any  scripture: 

No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be  main- 
tained by  virtue  of  the  priesthood,  only  by  persua- 
sion. .  .  .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  121:41.) 

Our  Responsibility  and  Charge 

The  misinterpreted  passage  of  scripture  says: 

Neither  take  ye  thought  beforehand  what  ye 
shall  say;  but  treasure  up  in  your  minds  continually 
the  words  of  life,  and  it  shall  be  given  you  in  the 
very  hour  that  portion  that  shall  be  meted  unto 
every  man.   (Doctrine  and  Covenants  84:85.) 

In  other  words,  every  member  of  the  Church  is 
responsible  for  being  personally  informed  on  all 
phases  of  life,  especially  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
and  the  operations  of  the  Church,  if  he  is  to  be  in- 
fluential in  teaching  "the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom" 
and  "magnifying  the  calling  whereunto  I  have  called 
you."  It  does  not  mean,  as  many  talks  in  Church 
meetings  seem  to  indicate,  that  speakers  should  leave 
their  fate  to  inspiration  or  take  the  words  of  some- 
one else  and  read  them  to  the  congregation.  Our 
responsibility,  challenge,  and  charge  is  to  speak  the 
"words  of  life"  that  we  have  personally  stored  in 


(For  Course  25,  lesson  of  June  11,  "Increasing  the  Mental  Pow- 
ers"; and  of  general  interest.) 

^'Public  Speaking,"  by  Brigham  H.  Roberts;  The  Contributor, 
Volume  12,  December,  1891,  pages  458,  459. 


*R.  Wayne  Pace  is  associate  professor  of  speech  and  communica- 
tion at  the  University  of  Montana.  He  attended  University  of  Utah 
(B.S.,  1953),  Brigham  Young  University  (M.S.,  1957),  and  Purdue 
University  (Ph.D.,  1960).  Born  in  Wanship,  Utah,  Brother  Pace  has 
acted  in  teacher  training  assignments  in  MIA  and  Sunday  School, 
as  member  of  a  branch  presidency,  and  as  elders  quorum  president. 
He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Gae  Tueller,  have  five  children. 


246 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


our  minds,  using  supplementary  materials  to  expand, 
clarify,  verify,  and  illuminate  our  own  ideas. 

The  Short  Talk 

When  we  are  called  upon  to  present  a  short  talk, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  instruct  or  inspire  the  con- 
gregation on  only  a  single  facet  of  the  Gospel.  Pre- 
cise preparation,  careful  analysis,  and  thoughtful 
organization  are  necessary.  A  speaker  must  make 
specific  preparation  on  a  specific  topic. 

A  short  talk  for  Church  purposes  runs  from  two 
and  a  half  to  five  minutes.  To  determine  the  length 
of  a  talk  (to  discover  whether  one  needs  to  shorten 
or  develop  it  more),  it  is  best  to  practice  giving  it 
out  loud,  with  a  friend  or  a  member  of  the  family 
serving  as  timer.  But  one  should  not  write  out  a 
short  talk,  word  for  word. 

The  basic  idea  of  a  short  talk  is  to  instruct  or 
inspire  by  explaining  and  illustrating  a  passage  of 
scripture,  a  moral,  a  proverb,  an  adage,  or  an  ap- 
propriate saying.  Thus,  the  content  of  the  talk 
should  generally  consist  of  the  statement  of  the 
moral,  and  supporting  materials  to  describe  your 
interpretation.    Visual  materials  may  also  be  used. 

The  most  perplexing  task  of  preparing  a  short 
talk  is  to  decide  what  single  point  to  develop.  Two- 
and-a-half-minute  talks  should  be  taken  from  the 
lessons  under  discussion.  [See  The  Sunday  School 
Handbook  1964,  page  50.]  Each  lesson  introduces 
several  points,  any  one  of  which  could  be  employed 
as  the  main  idea  of  a  short  talk. 

For  other  talks,  short  phrases,  passages,  or  quo- 
tations from  the  standard  works  may  furnish  a  sub- 
ject. Oft-repeated  sayings  can  be  used,  such  as: 
"Actions  speak  louder  than  words,"  "Am  I  my 
brother's  keeper?"  "Honesty  is  the  best  policy," 
"People  who  live  in  glass  houses  should  not  throw 
stones,"  or  "A  possession  is  worth  no  more  than 
the  use  we  make  of  it." 

Choose  a  moral  or  point  at  least  a  week  before 
you  are  to  give  the  talk;  then  think,  "What,  in  my 
own  personal  life,  or  in  the  lives  of  those  around 
me,  has  happened  that  illustrates  this  point?"  Take 
the  saying,  "A  possession  is  worth  no  more  than  the 
use  we  make  of  it."  I  would  relate  how  I  had  taken 
piano  lessons  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  at  one  time 
had  even  accompanied  a  friend  who  sang  a  vocal  solo 
at  PTA,  but  that  I  have  not  touched  a  keyboard 
since  I  was  12.  Finally,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
talent  I  possessed  then  is  of  no  value  now,  either 
to  me  or  my  associates.  I  might  add  some  quota- 
tions of  Church  leaders,  teachers,  or  friends  to  sup- 
plement my  personal  experience.  Poetry  adds  inter- 
est to  a  talk.  Anecdotes  and  fables — fictitious  stor- 
ies with  a  moral- — often  make  excellent  forms  of 
support. 


The  next  problem  is  to  arrange  all  of  the  ma- 
terials to  build  an  effective  presentation. 

Steps  in   Developing  a  Short  Talk 

Begin  your  talk  by  telling  the  congregation  what 
you  are  going  to  talk  about.  Example:  "Many  of  us 
have  talents  and  abilities  that  we  have  not  used  for 
a  long  time.  Unfortunately,  we  fail  to  realize  that  a 
possession  is  worth  no  more  than  the  use  we  make 
of  it."  You  have  stated  your  topic  and  established 
a  point  of  view.  The  point  of  the  statement  serves 
as  a  peg  or  hook  on  which  to  hang  supporting  ma- 
terials. 

2.  (a)  Explain  your  statement.  You  might  say, 
"If  you  learn  to  play  tennis,  but  do  not  participate 
in  the  sport,  there  is  little  value  in  the  skills  in- 
volved." In  other  words,  just  tell  the  congregation, 
rephrasing  the  ideas  slightly,  what  you  mean,  (b) 
Give  an  example  which  illustrates  the  point:  You 
might  say,  "A  friend  of  mine  used  to  be  a  wonderful 
organist.  As  a  young  woman  she  would  play  for 
hours  on  end,  entertaining  neighbors  and  friends. 
She  had  a  magnificent  talent.  However,  for  years 
now  she  has  not  played.  Her  talent  has  been  dor- 
mant, her  ability  has  decreased,  leaving  a  possession 
of  little  value."  The  example  should  be  told  vividly, 
in  detail,  using  colorful  description. 

3.  Follow  the  first  example  with  a  second  which 
enlarges  the  subject,  or  with  a  scripture,  poetry,  or 
a  quotation.  The  number  of  examples  and  other  ma- 
terials used  should  be  governed  by  the  time  allotted. 
If  the  examples  are  told  in  sufficient  detail,  a  five- 
minute  talk  could  contain  probably  no  more  than 
two  stories,  a  verse  or  two  of  poetry,  one  or  two 
scriptures,  and  the  explanation  necessary  to  tie  it  all 
together  with  meaning. 

4.  End  the  talk  by  restating  your  original  idea 
and  asking  the  congregation  to  apply  the  moral  to 
their  lives.  You  might  say,  "As  you  can  see,  a 
possession  is  worth  no  more  than  the  use  we  make 
of  it." 

Delivery  Pointers 

It  is  well  to  remember  some  points  about  delivery: 

1.  Speak  in  a  conversational  manner. 

2.  Speak  directly  into  the  microphone.  If  the 
room  does  not  have  a  mike,  speak  louder  than  usual. 

3.  Stand  up  straight — don't  lean  on  the  pulpit 
or  wiggle  around.  Put  your  weight  on  both  feet. 

4.  Look  directly  at  a  number  of  different  people 
in  the  congregation — don't  talk  to  the  floor,  the 
walls,  or  the  ceiling.    Talk  to  people. 

5.  Speak  a  little  more  clearly  than  usual;  avoid 
mumbling  or  slurring  sounds. 
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This  music  was  written  for  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Conference 
program   presented   in    the  Salt   Lake    Tabernacle,    October  2.    1966. 
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Art  by  Ron  Wilkinson. 


A  youthful  promise  became  a  lifetime  responsibility 
which  happily  involved  all  members  of  a  family  in 
working  toward  the  goal — 


"MISSION" 

ACCOMPLISHED 

by  D.  Wayne  Rose* 


. . .  Choose  you  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve . . .  but 
as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord. 
(Joshua  24:15.) 

Some  decisions  can  be  made  in  advance — before 
we  face  the  problem  which  demands  a  decision. 
Joshua  and  his  family,  by  the  above  declaration, 
predetermined  their  family's  direction  before  meeting 
their  problems.  Individuals  as  well  as  families  can 
make  decisions  easier  by  establishing  a  guideline, 
just  as  Joshua  did. 

When  I  returned  from  my  mission,  I  went  to  my 
father  and  said,  "Dad,  I'd  like  to  pay  you  for  the 
expense  of  my  mission." 

Ill  never  forget  his  answer.  Father  put  his  arm 
around  my  shoulders  and  said,  "Son,  there's  only 

For  Course  13,  lessons  of  July  2  and  August  13  and  20,  "Helps  to 
Safety  and  Happiness"  and  "Paying  the  Bills";  for  Course  25,  lesson 
of  August  20,  "Priorities  and  Emphases";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of 
June  25,  "Economic  Security";  for  Course  29,  lesson  of  July  9,  "A 
Voice  of  Warning";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  25  and 
27;  and  of  general  interest.) 

*D.  Wayne  Rose  is  an  extension  agent  in  Salt  Lake  County  for 
Utah  State  University.  He  earned  a  B.S.  from  USU  (1952)  and  an 
M.S.  from  University  of  Minnesota  (1959).  He  married  Joy  Boll- 
schweiler.  They  and  their  seven  children  are  members  of  the  Winder 
7th  Ward,  Winder  (Utah)  Stake.  Brother  Rose  is  a  member  of  the 
stake  high  council.   He  served  in  the  British  Mission  (1947-1949). 


one  way  you  can  pay  me  for  your  mission.  If  you 
ever  have  a  son,  see  to  it  that  you  rear  him  so  that 
he  will  be  worthy  to  go  on  a  mission;  teach  him  so 
that  he  will  desire  to  go  on  a  mission;  and  when  he 
gets  his  call,  see  to  it  that  you  provide  the  finances 
for  him  to  fulfill  the  mission!" 

I  thought  this  was  a  fair  agreement.  Little  did 
I  realize  then  what  a  heavy  assignment  I  had  under- 
taken, for  I  have  been  blessed  with  not  one,  but 
six,  sons.  I  expect  to  have  boys  in  the  mission  field 
during  all  of  the  years  from  1970  through  1986.  Hav- 
ing each  of  our  boys  fulfill  an  honorable  mission 
is  a  predetermined  family  goal! 

Every  family  has  goals.  How  many  of  these  goals 
are  clear  cut,  and  how  many  are  vague  dreams?  In 
a  class  I  once  taught,  I  asked  the  wives  and  hus- 
bands separately  to  list  their  three  major  goals.  One 
wife  said  their  three  major  goals  were:  (1)  new  bed- 
room set,  (2)  paint  the  kitchen,  (3)  carpet  the  living 
room.  Her  husband  said  their  three  major  goals 
were:  (1)  a  new  car,  (2)  a  camper,  and  (3)  a  boat. 
Surely  all  six  items  listed  by  this  couple  were  fam- 
ily goals;  but  when  the  husband  bought  the  camper, 
his  wife  became  angry  and  he  never  knew  why.  Fam- 
ily goals  need  to  be  recognized  and  accepted  by  every 
member  of  the  family. 

There  is  an  easy  and  fun  way  for  families  to 
determine  their  goals  and  establish  priorities.  This 
should  be  done  at  least  once  a  year.  In  our  family 
we  hold  our  planning  meeting  in  January  around 
the  kitchen  table.  The  whole  family  needs  to  be 
there,  including  the  senior  in  high  school  and  the 
two-year-old  baby.  We  follow  three  steps.  The  first 
step  is  to  write  down  all  desires  of  individuals  in  the 
family.  We  do  this  by  the  brainstorming  technique, 
with  each  person  stating  a  desire  as  he  thinks  of  it. 
We  are  specific:  the  new  coat  Mother  needs,  the 
ten-speed  bicycle  11 -year-old  Keith  desires,  the 
brand-name  sweaters  teen-age  Sharon  just  must 
have.  (Husbands,  if  your  wife  says  she  wants  a  mink 
coat,  don't  argue,  write  it  down.  That  trip  around 
the  world  that  is  just  a  dream — if  you  want  it, 
write  it  down.) 

After  everything  is  listed,  we  embark  on  step 
number  two.  In  this  step,  we  classify  the  listed  de- 
sires as  "Needs,"  "Wants,"  or  "Hopes."  Now  a 
"need"  is  a  must — a  hurting  problem.  A  "want"  is  a 
desire,  but  something  that  could  be  postponed.  A 
"hope"  is  an  ambition — in  the  realm  of  "someday- 
maybe."  In  classifying  desires,  we  may  find  an  area 
of  disagreement.  I  remember  that  my  wife  once 
listed  a  new  bedroom  set.  When  we  classified  the 
bedroom  set,  my  wife  said,  "This  is  a  'need.' " 

"No,"  I  said,  "we  have  a  bedroom  set  that  is 
perfectly  good.  A  new  set  is  just  a  'want'  or  maybe 


250 


THE     I  NSTRUCTOR 


a  'hope.' "  My  wife  reminded  me  that  we  had  just 
moved  into  a  new  home  and  that  she  was  embar- 
rassed to  have  people  see  our  bedroom.  I  had  to 
admit  that  the  bedroom  set  we  had  was  a  little  out- 
dated. In  fact,  it  had  been  given  to  my  wife  by 
her  parents  on  her  second  birthday.  But  we  had 
painted  it,  and  it  looked  pretty  good.  Somehow,  a 
new  bedroom  set  became  a  "need"  on  our  list. 

As  you  might  guess,  missions  for  our  boys  are 
listed  as  a  high-priority  "need"  on  our  list. 

The  third  step  is  to  go  back  through  the  list  and 
assign  priorities,  at  least  on  all  things  listed  as 
"needs."  In  other  words,  we  determine  which  is 
the  most  pressing  need  and  which  the  second  most- 
pressing  need,  etc.  When  this  is  done,  not  only  do 
my  wife  and  I  agree  as  to  our  major  family  goals, 
but,  wonder  of  wonders,  the  agreement  runs  through 
the  entire  family.  (When  teen-age  Randy  asks  for  a 
new  sport  jacket,  he  is  reminded  that  finishing  a 


room  in  the  basement  has  a  higher  priority  and  that 
he  agreed  to  the  priority.) 

The  direction  family  goals  takes  will  be  based  on 
the  underlying  philosophy  of  the  family:  "Choose  you 
this  day  whom  ye  will  serve."  When  this  choice  is 
made,  we  can  then  go  on  to  develop  our  family  goals. 
The  three  steps  to  determine  family  goals  then  are: 

(1)  list  all  desires 

(2)  classify  desires  into  "needs,"  "wants,"  and 
"hopes,"  and 

(3)  determine  priorities. 

Family  goals  will  then  be  conscious  goals,  and  a 
financial  plan  can  be  developed  to  reach  these  goals 
that  have  been  identified.  Our  family  is  saving  now 
for  missions  for  our  boys.  We  could  never  achieve 
this  if  we  waited  until  1970  to  begin  making  plans 
for  financing  their  missions. 


Library  File  Reference:  FAMILY  LIFE. 


In  an  examination  of  the  purpose  and  activities  of  the  five  Church  auxiliaries  we  see  .  .  . 

THE  HAND  OF  THE  LORD 


When  the  patient  teacher  of  a  Sunday  School 
class  encouraged  a  discussion  to  decide  which  finger 
on  the  hand  was  the  most  important,  the  following 
comments  were  heard: 

First  Boy  (a  farm  lad) :  "The  thumb  is  most  important. 
You  couldn't  milk  a  cow  without  a  thumb,  and  you  couldn't 
hold  a  glass  of  water  without  a  thumb." 

Second  Boy:  "No,  the  next  finger  (index  finger)  is  most 
important.  It  is  always  used  to  point  with.  Notice  it  on 
all  signboards." 

Third  Boy:  "I  think  the  middle  finger  is  the  most  im- 
portant. It  is  the  longest,  and  you  can  move  it  without 
moving  the  other  fingers." 

Fourth  Boy:  "My  sister  thinks  the  fourth  finger  on  her 
left  hand  is  most  important.  It  will  carry  her  engagement 
and  wedding  rings  someday." 

Fifth  Boy:  "I  think  the  little  finger  is  most  important 
of  them  all." 

"Why?"  the  class  asked. 

The  clever  boy  put  his  little  finger  in  his  ear  and  asked, 
"Have  you  ever  tried  to  do  this  with  any  other  finger?" 

After  the  chuckles  had  subsided,  the  wise  teacher 
then  explained  that  each  finger  was  of  equal  im- 
portance and  no  hand  could  be  complete  without 
all  five  fingers. 

The  teacher  then  explained  the  equal  importance 
of  each  spoke  in  a  wheel  and  asked:  "Which  auxil- 
iary in  the  Church  is  the  most  important?  Does  the 


(For  Course  la,  lesson  of  July  30,  "We  Learn  How  To  Live";  for 
Course  7,  lessons  of  July  16  to  30,  "Making  the  Church  Stronger," 
"Prophets  Direct  the  Church,"  and  "Brigham  Young,  the  Second 
President";  for  Course  11,  lessons  of  August  6  and  13,  "Church 
Auxiliaries"  and  "Social  Program  of  the  Church";  for  Course  19, 
lesson  of  August  27,  "Practical  Religion — Benevolence  of  the  Church"; 
for  Course  25,  lesson  of  June  4,  "Religious  and  Social  Welfare";  and 
of  general  interest.) 


Lord  have  more  love  for  His  children  in  the  Sunday 
School,  the  MIA,  the  Primary,  or  the  Relief  Society? 
Are  His  children  more  important  to  Him  on  Sunday 
morning,  Tuesday  night,  Wednesday  afternoon,  or 
Tuesday  morning?" 

Auxiliary    organizations    are    auxiliary    to    the 
priesthood,  or  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  each  as  out-   I     ^ 
lined  herein  has  a  common,   overall  objective:    to  ^^ 
build  faith,  testimony,  and  knowledge  of  the  only 
true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  He  has  sent — for 
this  is  life  eternal.   (See  chart  on  following  page.) 

We  begin  to  teach  children  in  Sunday  School  and 
Primary  and  to  plant  in  their  hearts  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Then  we  continue  throughout 
their  lives,  step  by  step,  year  after  year,  develop- 
ing that  faith  and  knowledge,  just  as  Jesus'  parable 
of  the  mustard  seed  indicates  that  the  tiniest  seed  of 
faith  becomes  great  in  stature,  shooting  forth 
branches  that  provide  shelter,  nurture,  strength,  and 

joy. 

According  to  your  faith,  be  it  unto  you.  (Mat- 
thew 9:20.) 

In  His  wisdom,  our  Heavenly  Father  provided  the 
auxiliaries  to  teach  faith  to  all  age  groups,  through 
various  approaches  and  procedures.  How  blessed  we 
are  to  have  these  implements  of  the  Almighty! 

—Elbert  R.  Curtis.* 


*Elbert  R.  Curtis  is  former  general  superintendent  of  the  YMMIA, 
former  stake  president  and  mission  president.    He  holds  Silver  Beaver 
and  Silver  Antelope  scouting  awards. 
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RELIEF  SOCIETY 


The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  organized  the  Relief 
Society  for  the  women  of  the  Church  in  Nauvoo,  Illi- 
nois, on  March  17,  1842,  with  Emma  Smith,  his  wife, 
as  its  first  president.  Today  Belle  S.  Spafford  is 
president,  with  Marianne  C.  Sharp  and  Louise  W. 
Madsen  as  counselors,  and  Hulda  P.  Young  as  secre- 
tary. 

The  present  enrollment  (1966)  is  301,248  members, 
of  whom  196,259  serve  as  officers.  This  organization 
serves  mothers  and  adult  Latter-day  Saint  women. 
Its  main  goals  and  purposes  are: 

To  manifest  benevolence,  irrespective  of  creed  or 
nationality. 

To  care  for  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  unfortunate. 
To  minister  where  death  is. 

To  assist  in  correcting  the  morals  and  strengthen- 
ing the  virtues  of  community  life. 

To  raise  human  life  to  its  highest  level. 
To  evaluate  and  enlarge  the  scope  of  woman's  ac- 
tivities and  conditions. 

To  foster  love  for  religion,  education,  culture,  and 
refinement. 

To  develop  faith,  to  save  souls;  to  study  and  teach 
the  Gospel. 

From  the  pages  of  the  Relief  Society  Handbook 
we  read: 

Love-inspired  welfare  service  is  the  thing  for  which 
Relief  Society  is  best  known  and  most  highly  re- 
spected. Sympathetic,  tender,  merciful  service  to  those 
in  distress  is,  and  always  has  been,  the  fundamental 
work  of  Relief  Society.  The  relief  of  the  poor,  the  des- 
titute, the  widow,  and  the  orphan,  ministrations  to 
the  sick  and  downtrodden;  comfort  to  the  sorrowing 
and  to  those  whose  souls  are  weary.  .  .  .  Time  and 
again  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  made  this  clear  in  his 
instructions  to  the  sisters  in  Nauvoo.  .  .  . 

At  a  .  .  .  meeting  of  the  Society  the  Prophet  said: 
".  .  .  This  is  the  beginning  of  better  days  to  the 
poor  and  needy,  who  shall  be  made  to  rejoice  and 
pour  forth  blessings  on  your  heads.  .  .  .  Said  Jesus, 
'Ye  shall  do  the  work  which  ye  see  me  do.'  These  are 
the  grand  key-words  for  the  Society  to  act  upon."1 

^■Handbook  of  Instructions  of  the  Relief  Society  of  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints;  Deseret  News 
Press,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1954;  page  82. 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Even  before  the  Saints  came  to  Utah  in  1847,  Sun- 
day School  was  held  in  the  Church — at  Kirtland,  Ohio; 


Nauvoo,  Illinois;  and  in  England.  The  first  Sunday 
School  session  in  Utah  was  held  December  9,  1849,  at 
the  home  of  Richard  Ballantyne,  who  in  later  life 
said: 

/  was  early  called  to  this  work  by  the  voice  of  the 
spirit,  and  I  have  felt  many  times  that  I  have  been 
ordained  to  this  work  before  I  was  born.  .  .  .  I  had 
passed  through  much,  and  had  been  sorely  tried  by 
friends  and  foes,  and  in  it  all  the  Gospel  had  proved 
such  a  solace  to  me  that  I  was  very  desirous  of  seeing 
that  all  the  children  of  the  Saints  should  learn  to 
prize  it  as  I  valued  it. 

On  this  statement  Conway  B.  Sonne  has  com- 
mented: 

Here  was  the  motive.  It  was  the  dazzling  vision 
of  the  Gospel  which  centered  around  an  idea  taught 
by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  This  idea  had  a  sin- 
gular grip  on  Richard  Ballantyne,  .  .  .  for  it  held 
that  man  is  divine  and  capable  of  infinite  and  God- 
like development.1 

The  original  attendance  of  30  has  grown  to  an 
average  attendance  of  847,861,  in  1966,  with  130,076 
officers  and  teachers,  out  of  an  active  and  potential 
membership  of  2,275,772.2 

Presently  the  general  superintendent  is  David 
Lawrence  McKay,  with  Lynn  S.  Richards  and  Royden 
G.  Derrick  as  assistants;  Richard  E,  Folland  as  gen- 
eral secretary,  and  Jay  W.  Mitton  as  assistant  general 
secretary. 

The  Sunday  School  is  divided  into  departments 
based  on  the  various  ages  of  its  members,  beginning 
with  nursery  children  of  three  years  and  including 
all  adults.    The  aims  of  the  Sunday  School  are: 

To  develop  Latter-day  Saints  in  the  truest  and 
fullest  meaning  of  that  term  by  teaching  the  Gospel 
to  all  members  of  the  Church,  male  and  female,  with- 
out restriction  as  to  age,  and  to  investigators  in  or- 
ganized classes.  Its  procedures  are  simple,  uniform, 
and  well-known:  a  45-minute  worship  service  and  a 
45-minute  class  period;  liberal  use  of  music;  oppor- 
tunity to  partake  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per; and  opportunity  on  the  best  day  of  the  week,  at 
the  best  time  of  the  day,  to  participate  in  worship  and 
learning   and  to  enrich   associations   with   others. 

JConway  B.  Sonne;  Knight  of  the  Kingdom,  Deseret  Book 
Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,   1949;   pages  50,  51. 

2Figures  taken  from  the  1966  Annual  Statistical  Report  of 
the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union. 


THE  YOUNG  MEN'S  MUTUAL 
IMPROVEMENT  ASSOCIATION 

In  1843  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  gave  his  bless- 
ing to  the  organization  formed  for;  the  young  people 
by  President  Heber  C.  Kimball  and  "urged  the  move- 
ment to  continue." 

On  June  10,  1875,  President  Brigham  Young  found- 
ed the  YMMIA  in  the  13th  Ward,  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  clearly  outlined  the  responsibilities  and  purposes 
for  all  young  male  adults  (as  well  as  older  ones).  He 
said: 

We  want  you  to  organize  yourselves  into  associa- 
tions for  mutual  improvement.  Let  the  keynote  of 
your  work  be  the  establishment  in  the  youth  of  an 
individual  testimony  of  the  truth  and  magnitude  of 
the  great  Latter-day  work;  the  development  of  the 
gifts  within  them  that  have  been  bestowed  upon  them 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands  of  the  servants  of  God;  cul- 
tivating a  knowledge  and  an  application  of  the  eternal 
principles  of  the  great  science  of  life.1 
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He  appointed  Elder  Junius  F.  Wells  to  organize 
Mutual  Improvement  Associations  throughout  the 
Church.2 

The  present  general  superintendency  consists  of 
G.  Carlos  Smith,  Jr.,  Marvin  J.  Ashton,  and  Carl  W. 
Buehner,  with  Charles  E.  Mitchener  as  secretary.  The 
YMMIA  has  grown  to  an  enrollment  of  299,188,  of 
whom  32,648  are  serving  as  officers  and  teachers. 

The  following  goals  and  purposes  still  prevail  for 
all  boys  12  years  of  age  and  older: 

To  develop  testimonies  of  the  Gospel. 

To  develop  talents. 

To  provide  social  activities. 

To  provide  recreational  activities. 

To  develop  faithful  Latter-day  Saints,  prepared 
for  missions  and  for  marriage  in  the  temple  of  the 
Lord. 

To  utilize  the  Boy  Scout  movement  to  build  char- 
acter, develop  citizenship,  and  promote  physical  fit- 
ness; and  thus  to  keep  boys  closer  to  the  Church  and 
the  eternal  goals  of  the  Gospel. 

To  develop  leadership  abilities. 

To  cooperate  fully  with  the  YWMIA  that  through 
their  joint  efforts  worthy  boys  and  worthy  girls  may 
associate  with  their  own  kind. 


*MIA  Executive  Manual,  The  General  Boards  of  the  Mu- 
tual Improvement  Associations  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   page  11. 

2See  Andrew  Jenson,  Encyclopedia  History  of  the  Church; 
page  969. 


THE  YOUNG  WOMEN'S  MUTUAL 
IMPROVEMENT  ASSOCIATION 

President  Brigham  Young  organized  the  "Retrench- 
ment Association"  on  November  28,  1869,  in  his  own 
family.  Then,  on  June  18,  1880,  it  began  as  a  Church- 
wide  organization,  with  a  general  presidency  composed 
of  Elmina  S.  Taylor,  Margaret  Y.  Taylor,  and  Martha 
Home,  with  Louie  Wells  as  secretary  and  Fanny 
Thatcher  as  treasurer. 

In  organizing  the  young  ladies,  President  Young 
said: 

I  have  long  had  it  in  mind  to  organize  the  young 
ladies  of  Zion  into  an  association.  .  .  .  There  is  need 
for  the  young  daughters  of  Israel  to  get  a  living  testi- 
mony of  the  truth.  .  .  .  I  wish  our  girls  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  gospel  for  themselves.  For  this  pur- 
pose I  desire  to  establish  this  organization  .  .  .  which 
I  want  you  all  to  join,  and  I  want  you  to  vote  to 
retrench  in  your  dress,  in  your  tables,  in  your  speech, 
wherein  you  have  been  guilty  of  silly,  extravagant 
speeches  and  lightmindedness  of  thought.  Retrench 
in  everything  that  is  bad  and  worthless,  and  improve 
in  everything  that  is  good  and  beautiful.1 

The  present  general  presidency  consists  of  Florence 
S.  Jacobsen,  Margaret  R.  Jackson,  and  Dorothy  P. 
Holt,  with  Helena  W.  Larson  and  Helen  D.  Lingwall 
as  secretaries.  The  total  enrollment  is  now  297,044 
with  53,452  officers  and  teachers.  YWMIA  serves 
girls  age  12  and  older,  including  young  marrieds,  and 
adults  of  all  ages.     The  goals  and  purposes  are: 

To  help  girls  grow  into  capable  womanhood  through 
developing  skills,  attitudes,  and  joys  in  harmony  with 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

To  build  testimonies. 

To  enrich  girlhood. 

To  strengthen  home  ties. 

To  build  toward  noble  womanhood. 

To  develop  social  skills. 


To  help  girls  choose  true,  dependable  friends  and 
the  right  companions  for  life  and  all  eternity,  through 
proper  social,  recreational,  and  leisure-time  projects. 

To  develop  leadership  abilities. 

To  help  cultivate  a  true  love  for  the  Gospel,  a 
fruitful  testimony,  with  celestial  marriage  the  ultimate 
goal. 

To  cooperate  with  the  YMMIA  on  these  goals  and 
objectives. 

1Marba  C.  Josephson,  History  of  the  YWMIA;  The  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah; 
1955;  page  2. 

THE   PRIMARY 

The  first  Primary  in  the  Church  was  organized  in 
1878,  at  Farmington,  Utah,  under  the  direction  of 
Aurelia  S.  Rogers,  who  comments1  regarding  it. 

/  had  children  of  my  own,  and  was  just  as  anxious 
as  a  mother  could  be  to  have  them  brought  up  prop- 
erly. But  what  was  to  be  done?  ...  A  fire  seemed 
to  burn  within  me.  .  .  .  Could  there  not  be  an  organi- 
zation for  little  boys? 

This  was  the  question  that  Sister  Rogers  asked 
Eliza  R.  Snow.  Sister  Snow  consulted  President  John 
Taylor  and  the  Twelve,  and  they  approved.  Sister 
Rogers  continued: 

.  .  .  But  my  mind  was  that  the  meeting  would  not 
be  complete  without  them  [girls'].  .  .  .  After  some 
consideration,  a  letter  was  sent  to  Sister  Eliza  asking 
her  opinion  in  regard  to  the  little  girls.  .  .  . 

Sister  Eliza  wrote  back: 

...  J  feel  assured  that  the  inspiration  of  heaven 
is  directing  you,  and  that  a  great  and  very  important 
movement  is  being  inaugurated  for  the  future  of  Zion. 
.  .  .  You  are  right — we  must  have  the  girls  as  well  as 
the  boys — they  must   be  trained  together. 

LaVern  W.  Parmley  is  now  president  of  the  Pri- 
mary Association,  with  Leone  W.  Doxey  and  Lucile  C. 
Reading  as  counselors,  and  Mary  Lou  Bruun  as  sec- 
retary. From  one  small  group  in  1878,  the  movement 
has  grown  to  an  enrollment  of  461,259  children  from 
four  to  11  years,  with  77,163  officers  and  teachers  who 
devote  themselves  to  the  following  goals: 

To  carry  on  a  week-day  religious  program  for  chil- 
dren ages  four  to  11,  inclusive. 

To  conduct  and  direct  the  leisure  and  recreational 
activities  of  the  children  of  these  ages. 

To  teach  children  to  pray  and  to  walk  uprightly 
before  the  Lord,  preparing  them  for  baptism  at  the 
age  of  eight,  helping  them  to  understand  the  first  four 
principles  of  the  Gospel — faith,  repentance,  baptism 
by  immersion,  and  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

To  teach  girls  to  bring  the  light  of  the  Gospel  into 
their  homes  and  give  joy  to  others  and  serve  gladly, 
training  in  homemaking  skills  as  they  look  forward 
to  temple  marriage  and  to  their  role  as  homemakers. 

To  prepare  boys  to  receive  the  Aaronic  Priesthood, 
to  know  what  it  is,  how  it  was  restored,  and  their 
obligations  to  honor  it.  Cub  Scouting  and  Scouting 
are  also  a  part  of  the  Primary  program. 

The  Primary  operates  the  Primary  Children's  Hos- 
pital for  the  benefit  of  all  children,  regardless  of  color, 
race,  or  creed.  The  hospital  was  founded  in  1911  and 
receives  children  up  to  17  years  of  age  who  need  medi- 
cal or  surgical  treatment,  assisting  with  expenses 
where  the  family  is  unable  to  do  so.  In  1966,  the 
Primary  Hospital  served  6,333  patients. 

Aurelia  S.  Rogers,  Life  Sketches  of  Orson  Spencer  and 
Others,  and  History  of  Primary  Work;  George  Q.  Cannon  and 
Sons  Company,  1898;  pages  207  to  211. 


TH  E     INSTRUCTOR 


— Compiled  by  Elbert  R.  Curtis. 


Second   Class  Postage   Paid 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


THATCHED 
HOUSES 


BONFIRES  AND  THATCH: 

CONSIDERATE  NEIGHBORS  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE. 


On  my  green-topped  desk  before 
me  is  a  copy  of  a  magazine1  pub- 
lished in  Bedfordshire,  one  of  the 
smallest  of  the  39  historic  counties 
of  England.  Quilted  with  rolling 
and  verdant  farmland,  Bedford- 
shire begins  approximately  thirty 
miles  north  of  London. 

One  particular  article  in  the 
magazine,  which  is  about  the  size 
of  Newsweek,  really  stopped  me. 
Its  title:  "People  Who  Live  in 
Thatched  Houses  .  .  .  and  Their 
Problems."  The  author,  Geoffrey 
Moore,  lives  in  an  oak-beamed, 
thatched  cottage  some  three  cen- 
turies old  in  the  village  of  Keysoe. 

In  the  article  Mr.  Moore  de- 
scribes some  of  the  joys  of  living 
under  a  thatch.  A  thatched  cot- 
tage has  charm  and  individuality, 
especially  with  dormer  windows. 
(To  me  an  English  garden  is  never 
quite  so  pretty  as  when  it  sur- 
rounds a  thatched  cottage.)  A 
thatched  home  is  cooler  in  the 
summer,  warmer  in  the  winter,  al- 
though artificial  heat  is  needed 
during  the  colder  periods. 

A  man  who  lives  in  a  thatched 

(For  Course  la,  lesson  of  August  6,  "Our 
Friends  and  Neighbors";  for  Course  5,  lesson 
of  July  9,  "Am  I  My  Brother's  Keeper?"; 
for  Course  13,  lesson  of  August  27,  "My 
Brother's  Keeper";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of 
August  20,  "Priorities  and  Emphases";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lesson  28;  and 
of  general  interest.) 

^Bedfordshire  and  Luton  Topic,  December, 
1966. 


home  enjoys  it  more,  the  author 
notes,  if  he  has  considerate  neigh- 
bors. Bonfires  are  the  greatest 
hazard  to  Bedfordshire's  several 
hundred  remaining  thatched  roofs. 
Inconsiderate  neighbors  burn  their 
straw  after  harvest  without  regard 
to  nearby  thatch.  Fire  from  sparks 
rubs  out  at  least  one  thatched  roof 
in  the  area  a  year. 

Mr.  Moore  is  quick  to  report 
that  he  has  respectful  neighbors. 
For  example,  there  is  a  neighbor 
farmer  who  last  fall  had  20  acres 
of  beans tocks.  He  never  lighted  a 
fire  to  burn  the  beanstocks  unless 
the  wind  was  right.  At  dusk  the 
farmer  doused  the  flames.  He  con- 
tinued the  burning  next  morning. 
Stocks  left  burning  at  night  may 
be  dangerous  to  thatch,  with  a 
wind  change. 

I  need  to  work  harder  at  being 
a  more  considerate  neighbor  of  the 
thatched-roof  variety.  I  need  to 
toil  more  at  it  because  this  is  a 
day  when  cars  move  in  and  out 
of  home  driveways  almost  like  cabs 
at  the  airport. 

I  need  to  be  more  aware  of  my 
neighbors  in  little  things  like: 
speaking  softly  at  dawn  as  we  take 
off  for  fishing;  saying  our  door- 
way farewells  to  party  guests  more 
quietly  when  the  hour  is  late;  of- 
fering   starts    from    our    garden 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 


plants;  and  keeping  my  neighbor's 
newspapers  from  accumulating 
while  he  is  away  on  vacation. 

I  need  to  be  more  considerate  to 
my  neighbor  when:  he  or  one  of 
his  house  is  ill;  one  of  his  family 
has  achieved  at  school,  work,  or  in 
the  community;  death  has  taken 
a  loved  one;  emergencies  arise 
when  he  may  need  my  car  or  other 
help. 

I  need  to  be  more  concerned 
with  my  neighbor's  happiness  than 
with  trying  to  show  him  my  ways. 
When  he  knows  I  care  mostly 
about  him,  he  will  be  more  recep- 
tive to  my  message. 

George  Herbert  was  a  Welsh- 
born  poet  who  lived  and  wrote  in 
England,  and  was  a  contemporary 
of  Shakespeare.  They  lived  when 
thatched  roofs,  like  that  on  the 
famous  cottage  of  Anne  Hathaway 
(who  became  Shakespeare's  wife), 
were  common.  Herbert  (1593- 
1633)  wrote  these  lines: 

All  is  well  with  him  who  is  be- 
loved of  his  neighbors.' 

In  these  days  of  institutional- 
ized charity  and  hurried  hellos,  I 
need  to  remember  that  thatched- 
type  thinking.  Yes,  I  need  to  be  a 
more   considerate   neighbor. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 

2In  Jacula  Prudentum. 
Library  File  Reference:  KINDNESS. 


